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The Flight Path of the U.S. Marine Jet 
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Scale varies In 
perspective drawing 


Altitude 
2,000 ft 

(Italian regulation) 


1,000 fL 

(U.S. regulation) 


The Marine jet. flying well below permitted minimum altitudes, 
banked to the left when the pitot spotted the ski cable car 
descending from Mt. Cermis. The pilot had little time to 
react and the right wing of the jet hit the ski lift, 
severing two cables. 
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The VuU Time, 


How the U.S. Plane Killed 20 in Italy 

A Tale of Low Altitudes, Pentagon Regulations and Foreign Maps 


By John Taeliabue 
ana Matthew L. Wald 

Mra* York Times Service 


is also clearly noted on road maps. 


Instead the Pentagon, whose policy 
is not to use maps made by foreign 


AVIANO. Italy. — When a Marine 
£brpsjetjbha.slylift in nortbeniltaly 
two weeks ago, killing 20 people, the 


pilot was violating orders to fly 1,000 
Feet above the ground and had v 


veered 

into an area thkt the Italian govern- 
ment says was both off course and off 
limits for the flight. 

It was the crew’s first flight through 
the pristine Alpine valley . Framed by 
mountains and dotted with tiny vil- 
lages and ski slopes. But the pilot of 
the EA-6B Prowler did not have Itali- 
an military maps provided to his com- 
manders that marked the ski lift, which 


countries, had given the crew a U.S. 
military map that did not show the ski- 
lift cable, which was built 31 years 
ago, on the valley floor, south to the 
top.of Mount Cermis. 

These details of the Feb. 3 flight 
have emerged from interviews with 
Italian and U.S. military and law-en- 
forcement officials, defense lawyers, 
the lift operator and others. 

A binational military investigation is 


determining whether any of the jet’s 
crew or its commanding officers 


Italian civilian prosecutors are con- 
ducting a separate investigation, b&i it 
is unlikely that the Marines w ill allow 
the four crew members to face crim- 
inal proceedings in Italy. 

So far, the accounts provided by the 
officials and others involved draw a 
vivid picture of what began as a 
routine training mission laid out with 
military precision. But to those on the 
ground it looked like a joy ride by a 
crew that was scheduled to return to 
the United States in 10 days. 

Roaring through the valley at more 
than 500 miles (800 kilometers) an 


should face a court-martial, possibly on 
charges of negligent manslaughter. The 
inquiry could cake several months. 


hour, the jet skimmed lakes and roads 
frightened some villagers by 


and 


See FLIGHT, Page 7 


‘Encouraged’ by Outlook, 
Annan Going to Baghdad 

U.S. Again Warns of ‘ffery Serious Consequences’ 


By Christopher Wren 

■Vc*i }'.■>< TiIKi \ bi rriiv 


UNITED NATIONS. New York — 
The United Nations secretary -general, 
Kofi Annan, said Wednesday that he 
was leaving for Baghdad with encour- 
agement from Iraqi officials that they 
are ready to talk constructively about a 
solution to the crisis over weapons in- 
spections. 

Speaking alter he briefed the Security 
Council, whose 15 members expressed 
unanimous support. Mr. Annan said that 
he hud all that he needed to undertake 
his mission. 

Alluding to Washington’s threats of 
force. Bill Richiirdson. the U.S. rep- 
resentative. warned after the session of 


B-2 bomber's role in strikes under 
debate.* U.S. says Iraq still has 
Scud-type missiles. Page 4. 



“very, very serious consequences'* if 
Iraq does not comply with the Security 
Council resolutions obligating it to open 
to full and unrestricted inspections. 

Asked at his daily brietlng if the 
White House was optimistic about a 
breakthrough, Michael McCuny. the 
White House spokesman, said:' “No. 
But at the same point it is important to 
make this effort.” 

Prime Minister Tony Blair said Wed- 
nesday that Britain’s resolve was “im- 
movable” on die need for Iraq to comply 
with UN resolutions on weapons inspec- 
tion. 

Mr. Blair, quoted by Reuters, said he 
was "delighted" that Mr. Annan was 
going to see President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq but added, "I think we should be 
■ clear — his mission is within these 


Vfllu^i Lv'fi/Thr A‘«<uifil Pro- 

Crewmen aboard the VS. aircraft carrier Geurge Washington signaling 
Wednesday in the Gulf that the launching catapult was ready for testing.; 


A Televised Pep Rally 
Goes Sour in Heartland 

Skepticism on Iraq Shakes Clinton Officials 


By Joseph Fitchett 

hncmj/ioihil Herald Tribune 


— of deep- 
action. 


very i 


parameters: There must be full com- 
pliance w ith the UN Security Council 
resolutions on weapons inspections.” 
Meanwhile, the UN announced that it 


had begun thinning its. presence in .Iraq 
by withdrawing 3 1 staff "members for 


humanitarian programs from Baghdad. 
The UN has about 500 staff members, 
including weapons inspectors, based in 
Iraq. 

Mr. Annan is to arrive Thursday in 
Paris, where he will meet President 
Jacques Chirac, and then continue Fri- 
day to Baghdad for at least two days of 
talks with Iraqi officials. 

He said, “1 am also encouraged by 


See IRAQ, Page 4 


PARIS — Top Clinton administra- 
tion officials encountered unexpectedly 
hostile questioning — and disruptive 
shouts from a handful of protesters — 
when they appeared in front of a large 
American audience Wednesday to rally 
support for a possible U.S. military at- 
tack against Iraq. 

An event planned as a public relations 
exercise seemed to be close to back- 
firing on the administration as three 
cabinet officers struggled to make them- 
selves heard above~ihe shouts of what 
appeared to be several dozen vocal anti- 
war demonstrators in the balconies of 
the auditorium at Ohio State Uni- 
versity'. 

Broadcast around the world on CNN, 
the often unruly session may have con- 
veyed an impression in many foreign 


capitals — notably Baghdad 
ening opposition to military 
The program, a town meeting that 
included questions from the audience 
telephone callers, had been de- 


and 


signed as a platform for policymakers to 
explain U.S. policy on Iraq to a middle- 


A6ENDA 


A U.S. R-l Bomber 
Crashes in Kentucky 


MARION, Kentucky (AP) — An 
air force bomber crashed Wednes- 
day in rural western Kentucky and 
exploded, air force officials said. 
The B- IB bomber was flying out of 
Dyess Air Force Base; near Abilene, 
Texas. There was no word on the 
fate of the crew, and no immediate 
indication of the cause of the crash. 


Fund-Raiser Is Indicted 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Democratic fund-raiser, Maria 
Hsia. was indicted Wednesday by a 
federal grand jury on charges of 
ar rangin g to disguise illegal cam- 
paign contributions. 


The Dollar 


ifruYoft wadnesday 0 4P.M. pfwittBClow 
DM 1-8215 1-82S3 


Pound 


1.638 


1.633 


Van 


.126.38 


126.565 


FF 


6.1072 


6.12 


The Dow 


Wednesday ctaae provlouBcM* 
+5JL56 0461.06 839&50 


S&P 500 


'change. 

'4&28 


wv wwtav fl 4 P.M. prwousdose 
" T '“ T032.05 1022.77 


Craaswonk 

OpuDon...-..v:-;. j .,._ 
Sports 


Page 9- 

Page 3. 

Pages 8-9. 

Pages 28-23. 


The IHT cn-iine mvw.iht.com 


A Trusted Clinton Deputy Faces Starr’s Grand Jury 


By Brian Knowlton 

Iniemarwnal Herald Tribune 


WASHINGTON — Bruce Lindsey, the deputy 
White House counsel and a man considered one of 
President Bill Clinton’s most trusted aides, appeared 
Wednesday before the grand jury investigating the 
Monica Lewinsky matter. 

The appearance by Mr. Lindsey, who has been close 
to Mr. Clinton for more than 30 years, raised the 


Michael McCurry, declined to say whether Mr. Lind- 
sey would refuse to answer questions because of 
concerns about executive privilege. Mr. Lindsey did 
not invoke executive privilege in the early phase of his 


appearance, an official said. 


question of how far prosecutors could probe in their 
questioning without Mr. Lindsey asserting that con- 


questi omng 
srsationsw 

At the White House, the presic 


versations with the president were privileged. 

’’ ’ ildenti ' 


itial spokesman, 


le White House, in extended negotiations with the 
office of the independent counsel, Kenneth Starr, has 
reserved the right to assert executive privilege should 
prosecutors ask Mr. Lindsey or another top official, the 
deputy chief of staff, John Podesta, about any con- 
versations with Mr. Clinton concerning Ms. Lewinsky. 

The grand jury is investigating allegations that Mr. 
Clinton had an affair with Ms. Lewinsky then sought 
to influence her to lie about it. 


The president has adamantly denied the charges. 

Mr. Lindsey's testimony was interrupted by an 
apparent conflict over the line of questioning. He and 
his attorneys protested to the judge supervising the 
grand jury, who is responsible for resolving any dis- 
putes over questioning of witnesses. There was no 
immediate word whether any of the concerns involved 
presidential executive privilege. 

In Linle Rock. .Arkansas, Mr. Clinton's attorneys 
have asked a federal judge to dismiss the Paula Jones 
lawsuit against the president, saying its claim that Mrs. 
Jones had been sexually harassed lacked legal basis. In 


American audience. The program was 
also expected to broadcast a message of 
U.S. determination and unity in a crisis 
rhar seems to be approaching a military 
showdown. 

Insread. the three officials — Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine Albright, De- 
fense Secretary William Cohen and the 
national security adviser. Samuel Ber- 
ger — often seemed taken aback by the 
skepticism they encountered, even 
among armed service veterans and other 
questioners who might have been ex- 
pected to be sympathetic to action. 

Applause by the audience of several 
hundred enabled the discussion. biiJed 
as a town meeting, to continue, but the 
impression of public doubt — and out- 
right hostility among a vocal minority 
— seemed to dramatize a trend in recent 
polls of slipping support for the miliiaiy 
operation as currently presented by the 
administration. 


A CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll, 
broadcast during the program, showed 
69 percent of those surveyed would 
prefer to see the stalemate over UN 
weapons inspections resolved through 
diplomatic pressure and economic sanc- 
tions, compared with 25 percent — 
down from 40 percent last week — who 
favored air strikes. 

A majority of those questioned 
thought the United States should use 
ground troops in the eventuality of con- 


See CLINTON, Page 6 


See OHIO, Page 4 


Prodi Rolls Out Reforms 

Primp Minister Aims to Make Italy Competitive 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 


ROME — With little fanfare, the 
government of Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi has begun to roll out a series of 
free-market reforms to deregulate the 
retail sector, the stock market and the 

bureaucracy. ^ . 

“My goal,” said Mr. Prodi m an 
interview here, ‘‘is to dismande this 
country piece by piece and then put it 
back together again. Our philosophy is 
• to make the Italians run, to liberate them 
ftom bureaucracy, and to make the 
country more competitive.” 

Among the key rule changes an- 
nounced, mostly under administrative 
decrees that do not require parliamen- 
tary approvals 


• Senior government bureaucrats 
will no longer enjoy lifelong employ- 
ment, and will be put on privaw-sector- 
style term contracts. Many state em- 
ployees will face the prospect of being 
transferred, and responsibility for a 
large number of services will be shifted 
from Rome to regional and local gov- 
ernments. 

• Store hours will be lengthened, and 
most retailers will no longer need to 
apply for a- license to open a shop. 

• Italy's small and medium-sized 
businesses, which are governed by 
dozens of regulations, agencies and 
taxes, will soon be able to resolve their 
problems at a single office. 

• The Treasury is moving forward 


See ITALY, Page 18 



2 Sparkling U.S. Teens 
Offer a Glimpse of Gold 


By Amy Shipley 


Post Scmcc 




Em. frlcrbHf.-Agmr Fmkr-hpvv 

Michelle Kwan performing the short program. 


NAGANO, Japan — Michelle Kwan and Tara Lipinski, two 
teenage figure skaters still blessedly naive in certain ways, took 
the ice Wednesday for their first Olympic Games and displayed 
a competitive maturity- that in older skaters is often lacking — or 
simply lost under the incredible pressure of Olympic com- 
petition. 

After nearly impeccable short programs, Kwan, 17, sat in first 
place and Lipinskt. 15. in second above the third-place Russian 
Maria Butyrskaya, with the gold medal at stake in the con- 
cluding long program on Friday. 

Kwan and Lipinski seemed fueled by youthful exuberance, 
yet controlled by a composure each had at times lacked in 
competitions over the last 1 2 months. Lipinski completed a triple 
flip — which she fell attempting during a traumatic U.S. national 
championship in January — with a shout and an irrepressible 


See GAMES, Page 22 
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Inaction in Tokyo on Economic Rescue Brings Chorus of Protest 


By Sandra Sugawara 

HtofttHjjP* Post Service 


omies and the Japanese public. The Nihon Keizai 


.-f- s’ 



TOKYO — Nobody is happy with Japan these 

days not ihe Americans, not the Southeast 

Asians, not even the Japanese public. 

jssafiSi 

if have 

luSIointed everyone. There has been a nsing 
STof complaints from the United States, other 
Asian countries struggling with crashing econ- 


Shimbun, Japan's leading business newspaper, 
ild 


How does he fed about the increasingly loud 
complaints from Foreigners over Japan’s domestic 
economic policy? ‘‘Japan should seize on it as a 
good excuse to deregulate,’’ he said. “Because 
there are so many vested interests in Japan block- 
ing deregulation, that progress has been slow.” 


said the Parliament should quit worrying about 
“saving face 1 ' and pass a big tax cut. 

“1 think the government is not doing enough,” 

said Junji Yamamoto, planning manager of a — • — r--= — • 

Toyota automobile dealership near Kyoto. With On Friday, Japan will try again. The governing 
his car sales plummeting and his bank moving to Liberal Democratic Party' is^ scheduled to unveil 
reduce the dealership’s credit line, Mr. Yamamoto ’ “ u ' 

wants to see the government move quickly to 
deregulate the economy. 

“In any industry with more deregulation, new 
entries will .appear to stimulate the market,” 

Yamamoto said. 


Mr. 


I^III&IUJ !*••»**• IV UIITVH 

another economic-rescue scheme, an attempt to 
head off anticipated criticism from finance of- 
ficials of the Group of Seven industrial countries 
meeting in London on Saturday. The United States 
has been leading a drumbeat calling for Japan to 
adopt policies to spur robust growth. 


Although the Nikkei stock-market index 
dropped Wednesday by 176,82 points, or 1.05 
percent, to close at 16,613.89, many traders say 
they have been waiting on the sidelines for Friday’s 
announcement. But with a weak prime minister, a 
country engulfed m a growing bribery scandal and 
a society that prefers consensus to open conflict, 
hopes for an aggressive jolt to the economy are 
fading, analysts say. 

So far. Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto has 
shown little sromach for the bold steps the market 
and Japan's allies are hoping for. Mr. Hashimoto 


See JAPAN, Page 6 
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An Appreciation / She Covered 7 Wars but Preferred Writing Fiction 


Martha Gellhom: A Life of Wit and Rage 


By Mary Blurne 

InUrnational Herald Tribune 


P 


, ARIS — Martha GeLlhom died Sun- 
I day, the day before she had planned 
to fly to Loxor'for some swrouning 
and oncrowded sightseeing since she 
reckoned that there would be no tourists 
about after the recent massacre and, although 
nearly blind, even she would be able to see 
the outsized monuments of Kamak. 

She was 89, still stunning to look at and 
listed to and the funniest person I have known 
as well as the angriest, a unique combination. 
Her wit was the product of a keen mind and 
offhand gallantry; her rage, part of the vital 
best pan of a liberal conscience, was against 
the inability to set things right and she liked 
lightly to trace it to having had a German 
governess who was a brute. 

I saw her last on Feb. 5 with two other 
friends, the novelist Ward Just, who first met 
her when both were reporting from Vietnam, 
and his wife, Sarah Catch pole. We took the 
Eurostar over to London, where she had lived 
for many years, to have lunch in an Italian 
restanrant after drinks in her apartment in 
Cadogan Square. She looked marvelous and 
lanky in a dark blue pullover and trousers 
bought in a market in Wales, where she used 
to have a house. 

She cared a lot about her looks and other 
people’s but if she was rightly vain (“By 
God, she is a fine-looking woman," Mr. Just 
said after we left her) it was in her own way, 
which meant looking great with small effort 
and less cost. At her 85th birthday party at the 
Groocho Club in London, she wore black . 
slacks, a perfect black and white print jacket 
and pearls. The jacket, she said, dated to 
Cuernavaca, Mexico, in the 1940s and the 1 
pearls were the pop-off kind, from Wool- 
worth’s. 

Another time she opened her door, superb 
in a deep red kaftan: Diana Cooper's maid, 
she explained, had sewn it from cast-off bath - 
towels. In her dazzling youth in Paris when 
she hadn't a cent, she was dressed free 



Eleanor Roosevelt that Martha became a fre- . 
quent visitor to the White House, where the 
food, except for the chicken sandwiches, was 
awful, ami the domestic and foreign issues 
(sometimes fearlessly raised by Martha) nr- 
gent. 

Mrs. Gellhom was adored by Martha's 
friends, not least because when they were 
passin g through St Louis from one coast to 
the other by train she would welcome them 
from the platform with a pitcher of dry mar- 
tinis. Mr. Hemingway, not a generous man, 
even gave her the manuscript of one of his 
books. * ‘ Thank you, dear,” said Mrs. Gell- 
hom, giving it back, “but I’ve already read 
it-” 



name, although 


ARTHA roared with laughter 
when die told me this story. 
Friends knew enough not to 
bring up Mr. Hemingway's 
a eh she did. Once, mixing a salad 


le did. Once, mixhm a a 
with a handsome and silver fork and 


Un Bory/HjgmuTi 


Her wit was the product of a keen mind and 
offhand gallantry; her rage was against the 
inability to set things right 


by 


Schiaparelli — a walking mannequin — and it was 
in a Sehiap suit and a hat with a feather trailing 


uncomfortably into her face that she first visited the 
Roosevelt White House. 


o 


UR last lunch began with Mr. Just men- 
tioning a future trip to Son Valley, Idaho, 
which led into a roaringly funny account 
of her first days there in 1938 when Aver- 
ell Harriman was trying to launch it as a year-round 
resort and visiting movie stars came by to shoot, 
ineptly. (Martha, of course, was a crack shot). She 
left Sun Valley in 1939 to cover the war in Finland. 
As Mr. Just pointed out later, while Martha’s then- 
husband. Ernest Hemingway, only began his 
vaunted World War n career in the European theat- 
er in 1944, Martha had been there from the start. 

She was,. Mr. Just says, die greatest war cor- 
respondent of the 20th century. It was a role she was 
never entirely comfortable with: She preferred writ- 
ing fiction; it was injustice of all kinds and not just 
the outrages of the battlefield that she cared about: 
and she felt she had been, as she wrote in a col- 
lection, * ‘The Face of War," a * ’special kind of war 
profiteer. I was physically lucky and was paid to 


^as pnvsicauy lucky ana was paia to 
spend my time with magnificent people." War, she 
/ays worse than I knew how to say. 


said, “is always 
always." 

She was a pacifist until the Spanish Civil War 


(Spain still meant more to her than any country, she 
tola mi 


me walking back to her flat from the Italian 
restaurant). She covered seven wars as well as 
going, at 8 1 . to Panama to discover, after a glance at 
a battered building, that the U.S. Army had lied 
about the kind of munitions it used. ‘ ‘Martha had the 
ability to smell out things that other reporters didn’t 
see,” says Jonathan Randal, who met her when 
reporting from Vietnam. 

St. Louis, where she was bom, meant nothing to 
her; her family meant a great deal. Her father was a 
distinguished physician, her mother had beat voted 
the city’s most valuable citizen. Gossip was not 
allowed at the dinner table, only facts, and if there 
was a dispute the encyclopedia would be consulted. 
If anyone complained, Martha or her brothers would 
chant, “Self-pity, that way madness lies.” 

The family example stayed, with her for life. “I 
knew brave women but none .with, the same gal- 
lantry as Martha. She held herself to a very strict 
code, no whining or snivelling or raessiness," says 
the writer Gloria Emerson, who met her 26 years 
ago in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where Martha, 
typically, was cleaning out a mutual friend’s re- 
frigerator. 

“When she spoke about the Spanish Civil War in 
that dry-ice way. which camouflaged her deepest 
feelings, you knew that in some sense she was still 
in pain.” 

It ws 


was through her mother’s friendship with 


spoon, she told me they were the Roosevelts* 
wedding present. “Ernest took the bowl, 
which was inscribed. To me." Mr. Hem- 
ingway, she said, became overbearing and 
possessive. “I can’t understand what fame 
does to people. Ernest was funny. Then he 
wasn’t" In 1944 she wrote in a letter to 
him: 

“1 wish we could stop it now, the prestige, 
the possessions, the knowledge, the victory. 
And by a miracle return together under the 
arch at Milan, you so brash in your mo- 
torcycle sidecar and I badly dressed, fierce, 
loving .... By God, how I wish it, the days 
hard but with that shine on than from not 
being sure, but of hoping, of believing in fact 
in just the things we now so richly have.” 

' Martha’s last great piece of journalism, in 

1996. in which a character named “E” fig- 
ures, was set in Spain and Czechoslovakia 
and was called “Memory." Her own was 
extraordinary, although she liked to claim she 
had none at all, having used it all up mem- 
orizing a physics book in order to get into 
Bryn Mawr, which, in any case, she quit in boredom 
in her junior year. 


s 


HE remembered outrages, laughs, friends’ 
problems and yet in her later years she felt^ 
useless and so her rage grew and with it a' 
stomach ulcer. Losing her vision was awful 
for someone accustomed to striding out on her own 
and to whom the sights of nature were precious (the 
bluebells at Kew had been an annual delight). She 
couldn’t see to type and could write no other way. 

“I am really too old, I have outlived my life,” she 
said in October. Her lucidity could be dismaying. 
‘Tve never had anything life-threatening, only life- 
demeaning,” she added. 

Last Saturday, I telephoned to wish her a good 
trip to Luxor and she said she wasn’t feeling well 
enough to go. I asked her something about the 1939 
war in Finland and she gave a long, and in places. 


very funny, reply followed by her thoughts on how 
the course of World V ' 


forld War Untight have changed had 
Czechoslovakia had a different leader. • - ' 

“Everything is wrong in history, everything,” 
she said. * ‘It’s always wrong. The people who run it 
are too stupid to be true and die upshot is that the 
ruled get it in the neck. Now I have to go because I 
am feeling rather ifl. Thank you for calling." Her 
manners were perfect, always. Are you being 
looked after, Martha? I asked. “Yes,” she said. 
‘Tin fine.” 




By James C- McKinley Jr. 

. New York Tones Service 


KHARTOUM, Sudan— Nine years 

after it seized power in a military coup, _ _ 

the Islamic party that has molded Sodas ■ negotiationsr JnrApil l993H0lartotHfa 


coumstrack down a goverameht ban On 
an opposition newspaper. _ 

The _ government has also shown a 
new wiltingeess to end the war tfauugh 


into a religions state is enacting a new 
constitution that officials here maintain 


will allow a return to party politics and 
greater jrolitical freedom. _ 

Skeptics among opposition, leaders 
and diplomats say it remains to be seen 
if the reforms being debated this week 
will be carried out 

But die Sudanese^ National Congress 
met this week to approve a raft of con- 
stitutional reforms that government 
leaders say will guarantee freedom of 
speech and assembly. 

Meeting under an enormous tent be- 
hind a conference hall here in the cap- 
ital, the 6,500 members of the congress, 
which is dominated by the governing 
party, debated and passed several con- 
stitutional proposals Tuesday that try to 
many the principles of an Islamic state 
with the principles of free speech and 
party politics^ . 

“We want to build a model state 
where you can act out fuDy what we 
profess as a Muslim and at the same 
time, because it is part of the religion, 
give everyone else their freedom,” said 
bayed Khateeb, the foreign secretary. 
“We want to prove that you can be an 
Islamic stan- jm d stQJ at die same time 

S freedom to others that have dif- 
beliefe.” 

Political parties have been harmed 
since 1989, when die National Islamic 
Frimt seized power in a rnfihaxy coop and 
toppled a democratically elected gov- 
ernment. Since then, the front’s leaders 
have labored to create a state ruled ac- 
cording to die Koran’s tenets, enforcing 
its vision of an Islamic revolution with a 


a peace 

small rebel factious, promising for fife 
first time that the south. Would be ex- 
empt from IsJamiclaws ajad lhataref- 
erendnm on independence for the south- . 
era. provinces would be held. 

At die same time, the government has 
agreed to resume peace talks m Nairobi 
with the main rebel group, led by John 
Garang, who says he wiHaccqTt notion^ 
less than a secular system. This wedc tfe 
government committed itself to a new 
constitution, with some guarantees qf 
civil liberties, including freedom of re- 
ligion, assembly and speech. 1 

StiO, the proposals being discussed 
contain several loopholes and caveats. 
For instance, while the freedom Of as- 
sembly is guaranteed, the _ 
could still crack down on 
parties if the courts determine they : 
edve money from other ccuitirieS, act 
vocate violent conflict or “go but of foe 
bounds of religion.” . 5 

Hassan Tnrabi, speaker of Parliament 
and the ideological architect of the 1989 
coup, said political parties in theory 
would be allowed to operate as soqq as 
the new constitution is passed by Par- 
iiament in April But he added that the 
front will fight hard to undercut thfe 
political appoil of other parties,. 

“There will be a campaign against 
anything like that — a political moral, 
social cultural campaign — but no legal 
bar,” be said. . ( 



But a protracted 
tian and animist rebels in the south, who 
are fighting for greater autonomy, racial 
equality and religious freedom, has 
drained the gov ernment 's resources and 
shackled the economy with low wages 
and skyrocketing prices. 

For the government, the war 
worsened two years ago when several 
northern opposition leaders in Khar- 
toum went into exile and opened an 
eastern front, sending rebel cadres to 
attack Sudan from Eritrea. 

At the same time, most Western de- 
mocracies. led by the United States, 
have cut off aid to the country and 
isolated the government because of al- 
legations that Sudan harbors Islamic 
terrorists from all over the Middle 
East y . . 

The pressure has taken its toll. Most 
people in Khartoum grumble openly 
about the government ’s handling of foe 
economy and the seemingly endless 
war, which consumes hundreds of lives 
and at least Si million aday. 

Against this backdrop, there have 
been some tentative signs that the gov- 
ernment is loosening its grip on foe 
political debate. In foe last _year, for 
instance, more and more criticism has 
appeared in foe eight newspapers pub- 


Sierra Leone Leader 
May Return Shortly 

im foe south, who J J- 


Reuters 

FREETOWN, Siena Leone. 
United Nations special envoy am 
Wednesday in Freetown and said Pres- 
ident Ahmad Tejan Kabbah could be 
back in Sierra Leone within two weeks 
now that foe militaiy junta that ousted 
him has been put to flight. .... ' 

Francis Keller, a UNspecial envoy of 
the secretary-general, said the West Af- 
rican states whose Ecomog force over- 
ran tiie junta were trying to get Me 
K abbah back quickly. * 

“The final touches for security ar- 
rangements are being made and whoa 
they are finished he should be on his 
way,” Mr. Keller said. “I am told that 
within. tyro weeks . they will probabty 
have finished .foe arrangements:" ~ 

■ “I have been 'very impressed with 
Ecomog and how they: have taken foe 
situation in hand so Quickly,” he said of 
the Nigeriarled West African peace- 
keepers. 

Ecomog has a regional mandate to 
restore Mr. Kabbah, who was overi 
thrown in a coup May 25. 

Mr. Keller’s team is in Freetown to 
assess relief needs. He was accompanied 
by officials of various relief agencies. ■ 
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Taipei Pressed to Give Up Airline Stake 


JffiRIC.VV 
JOPICs 


WEEKEND SH REPORT 


The Associated Press 

TAIPEI — Officials and lawmakers 
on Wednesday called on foe government 
to unload its majority share in China 
Airlines, charging that its confused and 
divisive structure results in poor man- 
agement. 

An Airbus A300 operated by 
Taiwan's national carrier crashed Mon- 
day night while trying to land in Taipei 
as it returned from Bali. All 196 people 
on board and seven people on foe ground 
were killed. 

The crash was a blow to the airline’s 
• efforts to improve its safety record after 
.■ a series of mishaps culminated in a crash 
: in Japan in 1 994 that killed 264 people. 

Relatives of the dead gathered at a 
morgue Wednesday. Many of the bodies 
were dismembered and badly burned in 
the crash, but relatives complained about 
foe amount of rime identification was 


taking. So far. the bodies of 103 pas- 
sengers have been identified. 

Meanwhile, the chairman of foe gov- 
ernmem-controlled China Airlines 
Foundation Fund, Hsu Li-teh, said foe 
fund should sell its 7 1.5 percent stake in 
the carrier. 

Mr. Hsu, a former deputy prime min- 
ister, criticized the Transportation Min- 
istry for failing to resolve conflicts 
among foe ministry, foe airline and the 
foundation, and for continuing to allow 
foe company to operate in a gray area 
neither clearly public nor private. 

“The current structure creates a situ- 
ation where none of foe share owners 
really feel it’s their company,” Mr. Hsu 
said. “Management of China Airlines 
under such conditions is extremely dif- 
ficult' ’ 

Chiang Hung-yi, chairman of China 
Airlines, has offered to resign over 


Taiwan’s worst civil air disaster ever. 

Opposition lawmakers, and even 
some legislators of the governing Na- 
tionalist Party, have demanded Mr. 
Hsu’s resignation and have called for foe 
government-controlled foundation to be 
dissolved outright. 

A member of foe legislature's Trans- 
portation Committee, Chen Chi-mai, 
said foe lack of accountability began 
with foe foundation’s board of directors, 
who have no governmental oversight 
and enjoy immunity from lawsuits. 

“Hsu is too friendly with foe foun- 
dation. We need someone independent 
and adversarial to clean things up," Mr. 
Chen said in an interview. 

Lax corporate culture and slack safety 
standards show through in foe attitudes 
of pilots and crew, he said. 

The government ordered China Air- 
lines’ Airbus fleet grounded on Tuesday. 
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France Goes After Speeding Drivers 
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PARIS ( AFP) — The French government announced Wed- 
nesday a bill aimed at halving foe number of deaths from road 
accidents, with the threat of six months in jail for a second 
offense of excessive speeding. 

Drivers caught speeding at 50 kilometers (30 miles) an hour 
over the authorized limit more than once conld face up to six 
months in jail and a fine of 50,000 francs ($8,200), Transport 
Minister Jean-Claude Gayssot said. 

The penalty is one of five major measures contained in foe 
bill approved by the cabinet Wednesday, Mr. Gayssot said. 
The bill, which goes to Parliament, seeks to halve wi thin five 
years foe annual average of 8,000 driving deaths in France. 


WEATHER 


A Soaked Florida Fears for Season 


PALM CITY, Florida (NYT) ■ — The long reach of El Nino 
has cast a shadow across foe Sunshine State, causing concern 
that foe impending heart of Florida’s tourist season will be as 
wet and windy as foe last several weeks. 

Thunderstorms spawned in the Pacific weather system have 
rolled across the state frequently this month, drenching Flor- 
ida’s midsection and prompting two consecutive days of 
tornado warnings. 

More rain fell op. the state in the first two weeks of February 
than normally falls in foe full month, foe National Weather 
Service said,. There may be no_ letup as the heavy influx of 
winter travelers and spring break vacationers begins. The 
weather pattern is not expected to change significantly until 


late in suing,. said James Lushane, a meteorologist with die 
National Weather Service in MiamL 


Slovenia’s tourist income fell 4 percent in 1997, to $1 . 18 
billion, despite a 10 percent increase in foe number of visits. 
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Forecast for Friday through Sunday, as provided by AccuWeather. 


Asia 


m 


4 


i 





North America 


Europe Asia 

Stormy with aoak/ng rain Sumy, dry and unsaason- Cloudy, 
and high winds from .north- aWy warm across central with rafn In Nagano Friday 


Cloudy, windy and mild 
.... . au 'f w*™* ■»«*»* wraa with nun hi Nagano Friday 

am Mains to Newfound- and eastern Europe Friday into Saturday; rain may 



land Friday.- The rest of bug Sunday with tampsrs- change over to snow in tea 

i In the ' " . _ . . 


New England wffl have just turns In the lower 20s moumatna Saturday night, 
a spdnlda or flurry Friday, across Kaly and Qreace to Cloudy and chilly with 
then some sunshine over the lower nans In Poland, snow and flurries In BaKrn 
the weekend. A Pacific Windy and turning coot nr through the weekend, 
storm wi* causa heavy rain with soaking rain across while a band of soaking 
in CaRtornja and northern northwestern Europe over rain will reach from Shang- 
Mtexlco Friday and Satur- the weekend. hal eastward to southern 

nay. Japan. 
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the Chamber of Economy said. The drop was due largely to foe 
strong U.S. dollar and lower duty-free sales, gasoline sales 


along foe Italian border and casino revenues. 
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fcal V ^ Keefes Dismissal 

i ltthcd _ Qf Paula Jones Lawsuit 


lufecd^ V v 

- Ber Cai, * r Vam,t ? nrt ’ “*> Lasers Say 

st 1i By Peter Baker arid Lois Romano J* faiJs “ d has io go io trial. While ih< 
lr * »«*'*“»> Pox Seme* Jones camp has devoted considerate 

^^ a ^ Ce a?SL l997 .Il!-: WASHINGTON - Presirimr rim T 5and wiagyio finding other worn* 

£linton has asked a KPS??* ^ ^“counter; 

V ,e diai iij e | throw. out Paula Jones's sexual harass P^^ent’s lean 

UlaSfc ^ 3f.JiS lawsuit, argS UiS h^Zr ^ lfo ^ ^argument that Mra. Jon® 
9TCts ^r, on la tts oroved she suffiSri %>r£~ k.I? nt)I not ^ was unharmed but also wai 
^ Provinces ^emotio^SShedid aramily happy after her meeting with th< 


aoven-cenj'en!; *nda 

o»i«jfj:: 0r u S n,lted usefr >as| 


ad asking Mrs. Jones for sex while he 
asgoveraor of Arkansas and she was a 
iw-level state clerk. But in a motion 
sekiAg to avoid a trial May 27, the 


,. — ip r |.,j- ' suaite. w“, : — * yr**" uul “i a mouon 

h£ton_ -peeking to avoid a trial May 27, the 

Stitt. the Drnn^ , P«dL ' Jwyeis maintained that Mrs. Jones had 
contain i-v^rai 1 1 “ beins t not dem °nstrated that he retaliated 


contur; stv -ra? l “ kina demonstr ated that he retaliated 

For iesi arc* t-iSP'Ww? ^ nsl her for rebuffing a sexual ad- 
sembiv is ;; a r Ue ^ free*? yance, assuming for the sake of ar- 
-coa5d'«i«^r¥ l ® ed ’ 4c Uf -gument that it happened, 
parties ; *r’ifc?^ Ck ^*0 file of documents and ex- 

Svc 1 ^ ds ^t i® 1 " < Jf ilvered l ° U.S. District Court in 

vocate \?-";t.'' t ow ■&*£ R , ock - Arkansas, gave the first 

bounX\5v r CQRfUci or *W ? ubhc Slnnpse of the evidence collected 
S Cl 4. 2 ‘ J ^ !01 ' ” ^ jJiirmg five months of discovery that 

an?rC?S T “rabi- ^Makerofs^ “til now has been sealed by a judge’s 
an-lhw .-eo:Ogicalarchheo J? ■confidentiality order. The hundreds of 
coup. a;a political * 4»P«s contained excerpts from Mrs. 
- oc allowed to So»Z * 6 ^° nes .' s deposition — including graphic 
jr* new constitution ^nesdons about her alleged encounter 


*#*» "There w.jt ^ a In the brief, Mr. Clinton’s lawyers 

jpttuc an>th;r .2 ’-j.e th a , "_r n, ^ , 5 argued that the evidence-gathering 

paad social. ‘phase that ended Jan. 30 showed the 

«ov- bar.” ht -.i’ -i" -paien bn^ ;^ase was a “frivolous claim” and 

* " should be rejected to protect both the 

£} g£. ~ r — — — White House and working women. If 

0 . ^he case was permitted to go to trial, they 

2j5T* SlPfr^ T oAnft T i future presidents “could be 

™ 1 « U*t*ODei^ objected to litigation and trial based on 

t) , n . similar unsupportable claims.” 
May JtlCtUrn jhit ^ “Such a result ultimately also would 

redound to the detriment of working 
&*?*+. ^ women,” they added, “for male of- 

rRLETOV.’N. Sierra Le®, ficials and executives would hesitate 

{EMU I nitci N r_- >pec*ai «r«/ before meeting or traveling alone with 
wn Wicr. Ji-Z-y jr Freetown *ad»- them for business purposes, out of fear 



.7 s::rr» L^nruinuan;. Mr. Clinton filed the motion for sum- 

r^ rt L*Ld! :.t-j rrjiiur 1 . icntac fljary judgment nearly a month before a 
hm bcjn :o rlttbi court deadline in an effort to speed 
. v.. v V' ■ ( N" =Kco!r i^ 0Q & dle suir “ d present his side of the 
:sc ^ X-i-n: oaf’ story to the public. The case led directly 

'w.‘ yj." i- ‘ ■“ . ■-;!" =‘. orno£ |E to the crisis endangering Mr. Clinton’s 
XV*’ B . presidency when federal investigators 
vCkC •, "v '■ ' * began looking into whether he tned to 

.’.’f?.'. ; r _ obstruct justice by urging a White 

, „ . * ; ; 4 ;;v"'. “! / Rouse intern. Monica Lewmsky, to lie 

r ■ •. : r. . .• s • - “*** jjtbout an alleged affair if she were asked 

" ; -V r :fi r : ? , By Mis. Jones’s lawyers. 

'f " “We want to get this case resolved 
w .v; r ®5 sa f had ■'resblVed ^kly;r' , sa|d.;.R‘651irt 

.'ti* i 1 — -.- 132i . Beno^tu k VUntod.anoetiby':' A \ 

' :_• ; n '-tr ‘ ',‘A jjabtion-.frw suiminaiy ^pdgmeni . is 
Ec.'rr. ■: "'■ v - - Standard for adefqidant after iiiscovery. 


Mr.::/.. ijut the papefS' telegraphed the legal 

1*7 N : ; Wf •: Airtaa ? strategy Mr. Clinton will employ even if 


he fails and has to go to trial. While the 
Jones camp has devoted considerable 
time and energy io finding other women 
who purportedly had sexual encounters 
with Mr. Clinton, the president's team 
put forward the argument that Mrs. Jones 
not only was unharmed but also was 
actually happy after her meeting with the 
governor in a private suite at the Ex- 
celsior Hotel in Little Rock during a state 
economic conference on May 8, 1991. 

Employment records cited by Mr. 
Clinton’s lawyers showed that Mrs. 
Jones, a $4.93-an-hour document ex- 
aminer at the Arkansas Industrial De- 
velopment Commission, received sat- 
isfactory reviews and raises totaling 25 
percent during her two years on the job. 
Statements solicited from supervisors 
denied that Mr. Clinton or his aides told 
them to treat her badly or even men- 
tioned her at all. 

“No one from the governor's office, 
including Governor Clinton, ever re- 
quested that I take any job action with 
respect to Ms. Jones, adverse or oth- 
erwise,” Clydine Pennington, her direct 
boss, said in a sworn statement. 

Mrs. Jones's lawyers have J4 days to 
respond to the Clinton motion and said 
Tuesday that they could not discuss it in 
detail because they had not seen it. But 
her lead attorney. Donovan Campbell 
Jr., said Mrs. Jones did suffer on the 
job. 

“She did not obtain the same kind of 
raises and advancement that similarly 
situated employees obtained,” he said. 

Mrs. Jones also has witnesses whose 
testimony may help lend credence to her 
story. Two friends have said she told 
them shortly after the Incident that Mr. 
Clinton had made a pass at her and that 
she seemed distraught about it. 

Because she waited three years after 
the episode, Mrs. Jones could not file 
her lawsuit under the standard sexual 
harassment code, so instead she claimed 
that her civil rights in the workplace 
were violated by virtue of sexual har- 
assment; that Mr. Clinton conspired 
with his bodyguard, a state trooper, to 
deprive her of her constitutional rights, 
and that she suffered severe emotional 
distress from the incident 

To prove her civil rights were 
abridged, Mrs. Jones would have to 
show that as a result of refusing an 
employer’s advance that she either was 
die victim of “quid pro quo” discrim- 
ination in which she suffered “tangible 
job 'detriment” or was subjected to a 
hostile or abusive work environment 

Mr. Clinton’s lawyers are privately 
confident that they have disproved any 
quid pro quo discrimination, though the 
h^^^^iglace claim is more open to 

giv!ep.Jhe hi^iproffleof iheca^, 
U.S. District- Judge -Susan 'Webber 
Wright may opt for a safe route and 
leave it to a jury to decide. 
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Among Blacks, Washington 
Ranks as the Top Surname 

r-^ - I -rf t 

£=■» w* - When Gregory Washington met 

... — ■*" ; Craig Washington, he saw something 

■ *’•: ***?& ‘Be had never observed in someone 

“1 ... ’with his last, name: white skin. *T 

L 1 . »• thought he was going to be black,” 

T said Gregory, an Afric an- American, 

“7C v “of his ftrei meeting with a new co- 
s'.’:---- worker at a company in Torra nce. 

* * r ’-. . ^ California. “I told him he was the first 

.-xtvJ&P ‘white Washington I’d ever seen. I 
** £- _ — -joked that we must be brothers.” 

' ■ ■ . Gregory's assumption was not ill- 

i -- founded, reports the Los Angeles 

B ' Times. Ninetv-tbxee percent of Amer- 

icaas with the last name Washington 
e r - c: '^ L are black, according to the Census 

- -Bureau, which says that makes it the 

"■ '. C . “ 'It* hiphMt rAnr(-.ntralion of black people 
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^ . highest concentration of black people 

- r ^ per surname. 

— - ' . But genealogists and historians, not 

—. A - y s. *■■**■. to mention the 116,000 black Wash- 

**■= “fttons, know frustratingly little 

j 3 -y s *\fs& about the ironic prevalence among 
^ 1*.* ; .blacks of the surname made famous 
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by George Washington, a founder of 
the nation but also a plantation slave- 
holder. 

After the Civil War, when the pas- 
sage of the 13th Amendment freed 4 
million slaves, most had been barred 
by their owners from having last 
names. Many picked the surnames of 
the former presidents Jefferson and 
Jackson. Washington also became a 
popular choice. 

Some historians believed that the 
freedmen, who bad deliberately been 
kept uneducated, were unaware that 
George Washington had owned 130 
slaves, but did know he was the 
founder of (he Union tbai crushed the 
slave-holding Confederacy. They 
ma y also have known that he set his 
slaves free upon his death. Other his- 
torians say the name was picked as a 
protest. 

In light of allegations that Thomas 
Jefferson sired children both white 
and black, it should be said that the 
same suspicions do not surround 
George Washington. He may have 
been the father of the country, but that 
was all. Many historians believe he 
was sterile. 

Short Takes 

Wang Jian, 28, became 
something of a hero in New Yorit’s 
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Senators Dianne Fcinstein, right, and Orrin Hatch, center, along with the actor Paul Reiser, taking part in a 
Los Angeles news conference where they unveiled the proposed bill to protect people from photographers. 

A Bill to Keep the Paparazzi in Check 

2 Senators Promote Legislation to Put a Leash on Celebrity Stalkers' 


By Todd S. Purdum 

iVi-it- Ii.jX Times Sen ir< 

LOS ANGELES — A bipartisan pair 
of high-powered U.S. senators have 
come to Hollywood to promote leg- 
islation intended to curb the abuses of 
paparazzi who stalk celebrities. The bill 
would make it a federal crime to chase 
someone in a way that risks bodily harm 
in an effort to photograph or record the 
person for commercial purposes. 

“There is a line between legitimate 
news gathering and invasion of privacy, 
between snapping a picture of someone 
in a public place and chasing rheni to the 
point where they fear for their safety," 
said Senator Dianne Feinstein, Demo- 
crat of California, who joined Senator 
Orrin Hatch, Republican of Utah and 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, at 
a news conference Tuesday at the office 
of the Screen Actors Guild here. 

Their bill would also change the defin- 
ition of trespassing, making a photo- 
grapher’s use of a telephoto lens grounds 
for a civil trespassing suit if the pictures 
could not otherwise be taken without 
setting foot on private property. 

•' ^ photographers chased" someone, 
the bill would jmpose mandatory prison 
sentences of at least 20 years in the case 
of a death, and at least five years in the 
case of physical injury. 

The legislation, in the planning stage 


Chinatown when he stood on the steps 
of City Hall recently and set off a 
string of firecrackers, only to be ar- 
rested on four misdemeanor charges. 

The city had banned the use of 
firecrackers during the Chinese New 
Year. But many Chinese-Americans 
say firecrackers are central to the 
rituals of the celebration. When Mr. 
Wang emerged from a police station, 
people stood in line to shake his hand. 
The city stands by the ban, citing a risk 
of injury or even death. In Chinatown, 
people say the small firecrackers com- 
monly used are relatively safe. 

Is it the politicians? The lawyers, 
who occupy a 80-page section of the 
Yellow Pages? Lovers making late- 
night phone calls? Whatever the rea- 
son, residents of the District of 
Columbia spend more time than those 
of any of the 50 states speaking on the 
telephone each year. Washington res- 
idents spend an average 435 boors a 
year with phone to ear, compared with 
249 in Maryland, the next highest. At 
the other end of the spectrum are the 
residents of Iowa, South Dakota and 
the notoriously reticent people of 
Maine, all of whom spend less than 
150 hours a year on the line. 

Brian Knowlton 
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money 
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Prefix 

sa Tower site 
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55 Mwflt- country 
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for more than a year, was in response to 
complaints by celebrities in recent years. 
Ms. Feinstein said the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, in Paris last summer, 
stimulated efforts for a law to deal with 
“an increasingly aggressive cadre of 
fortune seekers with cameras.” 
in an attempt to pass constitutional 
muster, the proposal was narrowly draf- 
ted with help from leading constitu- 
tional law professors, including Erwin 
Chemerinsky of the University of 
Southern California. 

“There’s no constitutional right to 
reckless endangerment. and there’s no 
constitutional right to trespass,” Mr. 
Chemerinsky said. * 'This doesn't do any- 
thing to offend the First Amendment.’* 


Mr. Chemerinsky observed that vi- 
olators would have to be shown to be 
“persistently physically following or 
causing a person in a manner that causes 
the person to have a reasonable fear of 
bodily injury" to be found guilty of the 
criminal endangerment provision. 

The provision establishing use of 
telephoto lenses or remote listening 
devices as grounds for civil trespassing 
suits would apply only to "personal or 
familial activity” on private property 
that could not otherwise be observed. 

Still, the local chapter of the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties union opposes the 
bill on the grounds that the offenses it 
seeks to prevent are already adequately 
covered ov state law. 


Health Experts Oppose 
Yielding to Tobaeco Firms 


By David E. Rosenbaum 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Two of the Lead- 
ing American authorities on public 
health. Dr. C. Everetr Koop, the fanner 
surgeon general, and David Kessler, a 
former Food and Drug Administration 
commissioner, have announced that 
they opposed giving tobacco companies 
protection against lawsuits. 

A lawyer for the tobacco industry 
said lateTuesday that without such legal 
protection, the companies would fight 
in court any effort by Congress to re- 
strict their advertising or prevent them 
from marketing cigarettes to teenagers. 

The competing news conferences, 
held with Congress in recess this week 
and lawmakers undecided about how 
and whether to proceed with ami- 
smoking legislation, came on the same 
day that the Journal of the American 
Medical Association published two 
studies about the influence of tobacco 
advertising on youth smoking. 

One study found that tobacco compa- 
nies advertised brands popular with 
young people in magazines that had a 
high proportion of teenage readers. The 
other study concluded that exposure to 
cigarette advertising was a significant 
factor in whether teenagers took up 
smoking. 

At their news conference on Capitol 
Hill, Dr. Koop and Dr. Kessler presented 
a letter to congressional leaders calling 
for “fundamental changes in tobacco 
policy based solely and exclusively on 
what* is good for the public's health 
without making unnecessary conces- 
sions to the tobacco industry.” 

Their letter was signed by represen- 
tatives of 20 organizations, including 
the American Medical Association, the 
American Cancer Society, American 
Heart and Lung associations and the 
National Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids. 

Dr. Kessler, dean of the Yale Medical 


Away From Politics 


School, was especially emphatic in his 
opposition to giving the tobacco compa- 
nies legal protection. “For the first time. 
Congress needs to enact tobacco leg- 
islation without asking the industry's 
permission," he said "There should be 
no concessions to this industry.” 

He repeatedly avoided answering 
whether he would change his mind if 
such concessions proved to be the only 
way to obtain restraints on tobacco ad- 
vertising. 

Last year, the tobacco industry signed 
an accord with the attorneys general of 
about 40 states in which the industry 
agreed to restrict advertising and take 
other steps to limi i smoking. The accord 
is being rewritten by Congress. 

In it, the companies agreed, among 
other things, to stop advertisements fea- 
turing cartoon characters or celebrities, 
to discontinue outdoor advertisements 
and to restrict advertisements in 
magazines often read by teenagers to 
text-only, black-and-white layouts. 

In exchange, the agreement prohibits 
class-action lawsuits, limits claims for 
punitive damages based on past industry 
conduct and puts a ceiling on how much 
the companies would have to pay each 
year in compensatory damages. 

As more and more documents come 
out showing the extent to which the 
tobacco companies tried over the years 
to get young people hooked on smoking, 
the industry has lost almost all political 
support in Congress. 

“Their effort" to target 14-year-olds is 
frankly reprehensible.’’ Newi Gingrich, 
the House speaker and a Republican of 
Georgia, said last week. "I think that they 
are weaker than they have ever been in 
this city, and I think that there is virtually 
no sentiment for in any way listening 
favorably to the tobacco companies.” 

But without protection against law- 
suits, said Meyer Koplow, a lawyer who 
represents the industry, the companies 
would never voluntarily agree to restrict 
their advertising. 
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Starr t Vants Notes 

WASHINGTON — Kenneth 
Starr, the Whitewater prosecutor, 
wants the Supreme Court to clear the 
way for him to get notes from a 
meeting that Vincent Foster, the late 
White House aide to President Bill 
Clinton, had with a lawyer nine days 
before Mr. Foster’s suicide in 1 993. 

Mr. Starr wants to determine 
whether presidential aides lied 
about whether Hillary Rodham 
Clinton had a role in a White House 
purge of its travel office staff. She 
has said she had no -role. 

Mr. Foster's conversation with 
the lawyer, Jim Hamilton, focused 
on those firings, but Mr. Hamilton 
is exercising an attorney-client 
privilege against disclosure. Last 
month he asked the Supreme Court 
to help him keep three pages of 
notes out of Mr. Stare's hands. 

In a response filed Tuesday, the 
prosecutor argued that no such 
privilege of confidentiality exists 
once a client dies. .And he told the 
justices that granting Mr. Hamil- 
ton's appeal will only “delay an 
important grand jury investigation 
which touches on vital matters of 
public concern. ’ ' f A P) 

Back to the Basics 

WASHINGTON — The Chris- 
tian Coalition, buoyed by its vic- 
tory against gay civil rights leg- 
islation in Maine, is planning a 
return to the basics: church recruit- 
ing and social issues. 

After private meetings with 65 
state and local leaders last week- 
end. the conservative grass-roots 
group decided that the best way to 
raise money' and increase its elec- 
toral clout is by talking to church- 
goers about such subjects as abor- 
tion, gay rights, pornography and 
gambling. 

The Families 2000 strategy calls 
for recruiting 100,000 church li- 
aisons by November 2000. The co- 
alition also plans to distribute 45 
million voter guides during this 
year’s congressional elections. 
”Our goal in all of this is to ensure 
that local, state and federal officials 
of both ponies be held more ac- 
countable on pro-family issues," 
said the coalition’s executive di- 
rector. Randy Tate. 

During the ballot fight in Maine, 
the group identified 77.000 new 
supporters through 900 churches in 
the state. 

That led not only to repeal of the 
anti-discrimination law, but also to 
the prospect of new donors filling 
the coalition’s depleted coffers. Mr. 
Tate said. <WP) 

Quote 1 Unquote 

Lucianne Goldberg, a New York 
book agent and friend of Linda 
Tripp on why Ms. Tripp provided 
prosecutors with recordings of con- 
versations with Monica Lewinsky: 
"She panicked and she wanted im- 
munity, and she had to have a Law- 
yer now who knew how to get her 
immunity on the tapes." (AP) 

U.S. Charges Trio 
As Spies for East 

Las Angeles Times Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON — A former 
Pentagon lawyer, her union-represen- 
tative husband and a former U.S. Army 
paralegal have been indicted on charges 
of conspiring to spy for East Germany, 
the Soviet Union, the Russian Feder- 
ation and South Africa. 

The indictment, returned Tuesday by 
a federal grand jury in Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia, indicated that the defendants, ar- 
rested in an FBI sting operation last 
October, had rejected the opportunity of 
bargaining to lesser charges, legal 
sources said. 

Attorneys for two of the defendants 
denied the allegations and said they 
would attack the legality of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Acl 
The defendants are James Michael 
Clark, 49, a former army paralegal; 
Theresa Maria SquiUacote, 40, a former 
senior staff attorney for a deputy un- 
dersecretary of defense, and her hus- 
band, Kun Alan Stand, 43, a former 
regional representative of the Interna- 
tional Union of Food, Agricultural, 
Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco 
and Allied Workers' Associations. 


• The U-S. government will soon begin replacing millions 

of Border Crossing Cards with state-of-rhe-art documents that 
use compact-disk technology to store information for crossing 
of the Mexican border. The replacements, called " laser visa' 1 
cards, will have security features intended to make them much 
more difficult to counterfeit. The cards are issued only to 
Mexicans. (WP) 

• The Newark Police Department is paying gun owners to 

turn in their weapons, and it has collected 213 firearms al a 
cost of $15,725. {NTH 

• Ma tread Corrigan Macguire, the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, was arrested and jailed after refusing to leave a 
federal prison in a show of support for a jailed peace activist, 
Philip Benigan. Ms. Macguire visited Mr. Berrigan on Mon- 
day at the Petersburg Federal Correctional Institution in 
Virginia, where he is serving a two-year sentence for van- 
dalizing a navy destroyer. When she refused to leave, prison 
officials and FBI agents took her to the city jail and held her on 
a charge of trespassing. Judge Karen Williams of U.S. District 
Court dismissed the charge and freed Ms. Macguire. (AP) 

• A federal judge in Denver bas scheduled a March 25 

hearing ro decide what guidelines he will follow in sentencing 
Terry Nichols for the Oklahoma City bombing. Mr. Nichols 
says he should serve four to six years in prison, the maximum 
for the mahslaughter conviction, while prosecutors say he 
should spend the rest of his life in prison for his conspiracy 
conviction. Mf* I 
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At the Pentagon , Infighting Over Iraq Role of the B-2 


By John Mintz 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON— The B-2 bomber, 
at $2 billion a copy, is the most expensive 
airplane ever built and perhaps history's 
most intimidating combat aircraft. It is 
ready to fly in any air war against Iraq, 
but the U.S. military has revealed no 
plans for than And therein lies a mystery 
that may reveal as much about internal 
Pentagon politics and budgetary tactics 
as military strategy, military and defense 
industry officials say. 

Pentagon officials who favor the B- 
2’s deployment in the Gulf say some 
military officers are afraid that if the 
airplane does well, its success could 
reopen discussion about building more 
than the 21 B-2s on order, threatening 
billions destined for the air force’s prized 
project of today, the F-22 fighter. A poor 
pcrfbnnance, on the other hand, could be 
a ha mi Haring and costly failure. 

“If it does badly, and it crashes, 
you' d have a $2 billion smoking hole in 
the desert, which could be a bit em- 
barrassing," an air force official said. 
"Or if it ttoes beautifully, there would 
be tremendous pressure to build more 
B-2s, and that undoubtedly would in- 


Some Fear Bomber Will Work Too Well, Irhey said that its success would imperil 

Others See ‘$2 Billion Hole in the Desert’ 


program, the 


fringe on the budgets of other air force 
airplanes that we want to build." 

The air force officially denies that 
such considerations have a role in die 
decision whether to deploy die colossal 
black, bat-winged aircraft The ser- 
vice's formal position is that “the B-2 
has been declared operational and is 
available to the warfighters should it be 
called upon," said Captain Leo Dev- 
ine, a spokesman for the service. 

But inside the air force and the 
Pentagon where war plans are drawn, a 
bitter debate is raging about the B-2 ’s 
deployment military officials said. 

Its backers say the B-2 is a perfect 
weapon for an air war in which avoid- 
ing risks to pilots is a top concern, since 
the “stealthy" B-2 evades radar and 
stands little chance of being shot down. 
It can cany 16 2,000-pound bombs, or 
eight 5,000-pound bombs that can be 
used for “bunker-busting" of under- 
ground compounds. 

Moreover, because any B-2 attack 
probably would involve a 36-hour 


round-trip flight from its home at 
Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri, 
its use would not impose a burden on 
Gulf allies skittish about allowing U.S. 
jets to carry out bombing raids that 
migh t inflame other Arab countries. 

But the B-2 continues to inspire more 
skepticism than awe among other 
Pentagon officials. 

Military planners are highly risk- 
averse, and vastly prefer to choose for 
dangerous missions aircraft that have 
been moved in war, military officials 
said. Nine years after its inaugural 
flight, the B-2 has never flown in com- 
bat. There are also some minor linger- 
ing questions about the reliability of 
stealth characteristics of the B-2’s most 
recently upgraded version. 

Two years ago the B-2's radar- ab- 
sorbing skin, peeled bade in the rain, but 
officials say that problem has been re- 
paired in the new model. 

The B-2’ s proponents inside and out- 
side the air force cite a number of 
deeper reasons why they believe the 


$70 billion F-22 
dr force's top priority. 

“The B-2 threatens the F-22 crown 
jewel,” said one pro-B-2 air force tar- 
geting expert.' ‘There arc folks at senior 
els in the air force who are pushing 


for die B-2,'’ including lea d ers of the 
service’s Air Combat Command and 
air war planners at the U.S. Central 
PrtmmanH, which is in charge of the 
attack, an air force general said. 

Asked if the B-2’s 52 billion price 

makes ittooriskyto use, be replied, " We 
bought the thing- If you're not going to 
risk using th em, send them to Davis- 
Moo than and make sure nothing eva* 
happens to them." Davis-Monthan is an 
air force base in Arizona, where de- 
commissioned warplanes are stored. 

‘ 'The B-2 is absolutely perfect for this 
mission," added another dr force gen- 
eral, who said he believes senior De- 
fense Department and National Security 
Council officials have argued against its 
use because “if you demonstrate its - 
great capabilities, it would reopen their 
decision to tenninaie the buy" at 21 
aircraft Eighteen have been buffi. 


IRAQ: 

Annan Encouraged 


Continued from Page-1 


the message coming from Baghdad that 
they are prepared to engage me con- 
structively to find a solution." 

He offered no details beyond saying 
that “obviously this is not going to bean 


easy mission. 

Mr. Annan said that be would not be 


mission would succeed. “I would have 
saved the organization some money" 


He expressed satisfaction that what he 
termed the unanimity of the Security 
Council had been re-established. That 
was a reference to the consensus that was 
reached Tuesday among the five per- 
manent members on oral gpiddines for 
Mr. Annan to take to his meetings with 


the Iraqis, 
fhe Uni 


The United States and Britain have 
insisted that no limits be pot on the 
UN 


Israelis Display Doubts 
Over Punishing Saddan 

Many Fear U.S. Might Emerge Diminished 


By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Post Service 


! JERUSALEM — President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq, having rained 39 Scud 
ifoissiles onto this country during the 
(pulf War in 1991. takes pride of place 
among Israel's most despised enemies, 
j Yet, for some Israelis, including those 
who have served in top ranks in the 
country's military and intelligence es- 
tablishments, the conviction that Mr. 
Saddam should be punished harshly for 
transgressions past and present is 
tampered by nagging doubts, 
j Few believe U.S. air raids alone 
4tould do lasting damage to Iraq's ability 
and perhaps even to its apparent de- 
termination to develop horrifying 
s. Almost no one th inks Mr. Sad- 


Vea 


s grip on power would be pried 
by Arner 


loose by American bombs and missiles 
aflone. And in interviews over the last 
few days, a number of knowledgeable 
Israelis, including gung-ho supporters of 
tough American action, acknowledged 
that it is far from guaranteed that Wash- 
ington would emerge perceived as the 
winner from such a conflict 

In a country that itself has attacked 
Iraq, and in which there is near un- 
animity in the view that President 
George Bush erred by not sending U.S. 
troops into Baghdad in 1991, the sur- 
prise is not that there is substantial sup- 
port for fresh American raids. Ft is the 
extent to which Israelis express doubt 
that they would do any good and fear that 
they could make matters worse in the 
Middle East 

“Bombing could be counterproduct- 
ive,” said a high-ranking Israeli gov- 
ernment strategist, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

“If you look back at Arab history, 
mosr of the military defeats suffered by 
Arabs were turned into political vic- 
tories," he said, adding that the fact Mr. 
Saddam “withstood the 1991 attack and 
could still swim in the waters of the 
Euphrates proves that be withstood the 
. power of the only superpower without 
any backing from any other source — 
that was his victory. And the fact that his 
people are suffering doesn't mean a 
thing to him. His survival, together with 
an Arab political coalition against the 
United States, might not bode well for 
the stability of the Middle East.” 

Shlomo Gazit, a retired general who 
once ran military intelligence, said he 
doubted U.S. intelligence on Iraq's 
weapon s-makmg facilities was wholly 
reliable and up-to-date or that air attacks 
would eliminate Mr. Saddam's arsenal 
and capacity to make new armaments. 
He said attacking Iraq to punish Mr. 
Saddam might be worth it. but only if 
Washington has the stomach for a sus- 
tained, devastating — and televised — 
air campaign. 

“I’m very doubtful about your ability 
to do it,” Mr. Gazit said. “It requires a 
decision that I'm doubtful Washington 
will take: Are you really prepared to 
inflict casualties on human beings to try 
to destroy several divisions of the Re- 
publican Guard — and this can be done 


— by American air power? My assump- 
tion is that the answer is no. Pub&c 
opinion will not allow you, and the polit- 
ical system will not allow you." 

He added: * ‘The No. 1 question is. Will 
the U.S. come out of this confrontation as 
the winning _side or the losing side? If it is - 
the losing side it will be very bad for the 
peace process and very bad for fhe role ■ 
the U.S. plays as an honest broker and 
mediator in the peace process. If it wins, 
then it can really enhance the peace pro- • 
cess. But '91 is not ’98, and overall 
conditions and considerations and cir- 
cumstances are so different that you can't 
in any way rely on* ' winning. 

What is striking is that Israelis who 
argue for an American attack, and that 
seems to be the majority view, do so only 
in negative terms. 

Certainly, even the most devastating 


air raids might accomplish little, they 
say, and could even make matters worse 


in the region. But to back off and do 
nothing would be a disaster, signaling 
American impotence in the Middle East, 
undercutting Washington's role as me- 
diator of the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process and granting carte blanche to 
Israel’s enemies in the region. That, they 
say, would be bad for Israel. 

"Frankly, if you don’t get to Saddam 
and hold his throat and point a gun at his 
head." the chances he will give up his 
weapons of mass destruction “are very 
slim," said an Israeli who declined to be 
identified. But if the Americans “back 
off and decide not to act, the feeling in 
the Arab world is going to be that ‘what 
we thought for quite a while about the 
American posture in the Middle East is 
Hue. The Americans are weak. They 
might be a superpower, but they are 
weak/ " 

In Israel, the focus in the media and 
public debate has been on whether a U.S. 
attack on Iraq would prompt Mr. Sad- 
dam to launch retali array stakes against 
Israel, as he did with the Scud missiles in 
1991. Although Israeli officials regard 
the probability of such an attack as ex- 
tremely low, they have found them- 
selves discussing it endlessly to soothe a 
jitteiy public. 



weapons inspectors of the ON Special 
Commission, known as Unscom, and, 
that their authority not be diluted or 
limited. 

After four meetings in less than a 
week, China, France and Russia accep- 
ted this in some form. 

Iraq, which closed eight so-called 
presidential sites to inspectors as sym- 
bols of its national sovereignty, earlier 
floated a compromise through the Rus- 
sians that me compounds could be 
searched once during a limited 60-day 
period, provided, that the searches were 
carried oat not by the Unscom teams, but 
by diplomats and experts who would 
report directly to the secretary-general. 
Washington and London rejected this 
proposal as a ploy to circumvent the 
inspectors most familiar with Iraq’s 


clandestine programs to develop pro- 

ioloi 


scribed chemical and biological 
weapons. 

The formula that Mr. Annan is taking 
to Baghdad would allow the diplomats 
and other experts to go along, but only as 
observers, when Unscom inspectors 


Renas 


Defense Minister Sheikh Ali as Sabah as Salim as Sabah of Kuwait among 
Kuwaiti soldiers during a visit Wednesday to the border with Iraq. 


That spotlight on the immediate se- 
curity risk to Israel has obscured the 


broader implications of a U.S. attack on 


Iraq, which have gone largely unre- 
marked in public. 

Already the crisis has contributed to 
the stalemate in the peace process by 
distracting official Washington's atten- 
tion. It also has sparked pro- Iraqi 
demonstrations among Palestinians in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank, which 
in turn have antagonized Jews. 

There is speculation that a new con- 
flict with Iraq could prompt Israel to 
crack down on Palestinians’ freedom of 
movement in the occupied tenitories 
and perhaps to impose a curfew. That, in 
turn, could push Palestinian frustrations 
with the frozen peace process to the 
breaking point. 

On die other hand, some Israeli 
strategists say a powerful U.S. attack 
could help the cause of peace in the 
Middle East by leaving Iraq weakened, 


Palestinians cowed and a more confident 
and secure Israel disposed to make fresh 
concessions for Middle East peace. 

But several high-ranking former mil- 
itary officials said they are worried that 
Israel's eagerness to see punishment 
meted out to an implacable foe is cloud- 
ing analysis of the probable outcome of a 
new Gulf War. 

Retired General Ephraim Sneh, a 
Labor Party legislator, said any attack on 
Iraq that leaves Mr. Saddam in power is 
a waste of time and conld underline 
fading American influence in the Middle 
East. Already, he said, Washington’s 
attempts to revive the stalled peace pro- 
cess have come to naught. 

“If he stays in power, we must pre- 
pare for the next s uiprise — a year from 
now, five years from now, 1 0 years from 
now," Mr. Sneh said. 


enter the presidential residences. The 
formula also says that such searches will 
not be curtailed. 

The United States; made it clear that it 
would challenge any agreement with 
Iraq that deviated from the principles of 
unrestricted access to all sites, indnding 
die presidential sites, or that comprom- 
ised die integrity of the UN inspection 
program. 

“I did not ask for a mandate." Mr. 
Annan said “Right from die be ginning , 
I was acting on the. basis of the secretary- 
general’s authority and my desire to use 
my good offices." 

But an American official said the col- 
lective advice given to Mr. Annan was 
consistent with die Clinton administra- 
tion’s position that Baghdad must com- 
ply with all its promises made in the 
Security Council resolution that ended 
the Gulf War in 1991. 

The British representative, John We- 
ston, said that he was very pleased with 
consensus reached by theme permanent 
members on what to tell Mr. Annan. 

“We know that he is a very senior 
person in this organization who was 
elected by us all," Mr. Weston said, 
“and we have great confidence in his 
judgment” 

Discussing the proposal to allow ob- 
servers to accompany the UN inspectors, 
a British official said: “So long as Un- 
scom gets in, wedon't mind a few men in 
suits going along for the ride." 

The United States and Britain decided 
that they would not object to Mr. An- 
nan’s going to Baghdad as long as he 
recognizes that there are “red lines" that 
Washington and London are unwilling 
to see crossed. 

One is that no limits can be set on the 
duration or scope of the inspections, 
which Baghdad has tried to restrict. 

The American and British position 
has been that, far from becoming more 
flexible, as Mr. Annan has urged, the 
two powers are prepared to undertake 
military strikes unless Iraq backs down 
and that it is incumbent on the countries 
that oppose military action to come up 
with a workable alternative. 


White House Says Iraq Still Has a Force of Scud-Type Missiles 


Reuters 

WASHINGTON — Iraq has Scud- 
type missiles and a small stockpile of 
chemical and biological weapons, with 
the capability to make more quickly, the 
White House said in a document based 
on U.S. intelligence data. 

The 17-page document, which had no 
markings to show who prepared it, was 
released Tuesday, shordy after President 
Bill Clinton warned Iraq to permit in- 


spections of suspected sites of weapons 
of m 


mass destruction or face a military 
strike. 

* ‘Enough production components and 


data remain hidden and enough expert- 
ise has been retained or developed to 
enable Iraq to resume development and 
production” of weapons of mass de- 
struction, the document said, citing the 
views of unidentified world “experts." 

‘ They believe Iraq maintains a small 
force of Scud-type missiles, a small 
stockpile of chemical and biological mu- 
nitions and the capability to quickly re- 
surrect biological and chemical weapons 
production.’’ the paper added. 

A U.S. official declined to say who 
wrote the report, but said it was based on 
U.S. intelligence data. 


It said Iraq had withheld information 
on its biological weapons program, 
which included making 22,457 gallons 
(85,337 liters) of anthrax. 100,396 gal- 
lons of botulinum toxin and 591 gallons 
of aflatoxin. 

The document said that the biological 
weapons came to light after the 1995 
defection of Hussein Kamel, President 
Saddam Hussein's son-in-law and al- 
legedly a key player in Iraq's weapons 
programs. He was put to death on his 
return to Iraq. 

The document lists 10 occasions be- 
tween August 1983 and March 1988 


when Iraq is alleged to have used chem- 
ical weapons — including mustard gas 
and nerve agents — during its war against 
Iran or on its own Kurdish minority. 

The report said Iraq had an active 


missile program before the 1991 Gulf 
eluding its 



* 


Kofi Arman discussing in New York 1 
his hopes for his mission to Bagdad. 1 


CNN Coproduction 
With White House 
Riles Competitors 


War, including its purchase of 819 Scud 
missiles from Russia and its efforts to 
modify the missile's warhead and ex- 
tend its range. 


at Ohio State. 

The session featured both audi- 
ence questions and viewer calls fra: 
the three members of die U.S. ad- 
ministration’s national security 
team, who were attempting to make 
a public case for possible U.S. air 
strikes against Baghdad in the con- 
tinuing standoff over restrictions on 
United Nations weapons inspectors. 

“Showdown with Iraq: An In- 
ternational Town Meeting," which 
aired on CNN at 2 P.M. eastern 
standard time (1900 GMT) on Wed- 
nesday, was anchored by Bernard 
Shaw and Judy Woodruff. The spe- 
cial was shown in CNN markets 
around the world.. 

* ‘This is our event, and we’re sony 
that others don't like it, but that’s the 
way it goes.” Mr. Sesno said. 


OHIO: 


“Discrepancies in Iraqi accounting Officials Heckled 
could still have a • J 


suggest that Baghdad co 
small force of Scud-type missiles and an 
undetermined number of warheads and 
launchers,” it added. 


Continued from Page 1 


Blair Gets Support for Policy on Iraq as Parliament Backs Strikes 


By John Burgess 

Washington Post Service 


LONDON — Ten Anglican bishops have warned 
of civilian deaths if bombs faB on Iraq, and about 100 
demonstrators have staged a sit-down protest on a 
London street to condemn the use of mmtary force. 

British newspapers have published questioning 
editorials, while pacifist politicians nave made 
critical comments. 

But aside from these scattered expressions of 
opposition. Prime Minister Tony Blair has met little 
resistance as he has put Britain squarely on course fra 
an attack on Iraq if its leader, Saddam Hussein, does 
not back down and grant United Nations inspectors 
access to suspecteaweapons production sites. In 
cooperation with the United States, Britain has 
moved warplanes and an aircraft carrier to the Gulf 
region to be ready to strike if the order comes. 

On Tuesday night, Mr. Blair got an official 
mandate to proceed. By a vote of 493 to-25, the 
House of Commons approved a resolution author- 
izing the government to “use all necessary means'* 
to resolve the crisis over Iraq's weapons program. 

“Letting Saddam off, doing nothing, backing 


off, settling for some convenient fudge in the face 
of Saddam's defiance — these are options too 
dangerous to contemplate," Defense Secretary 
George Robertson told the House during a seven- 


hour debate on Iraqi policy that preceded the vote. 
In times like this, British gut reaction is to 


According to a survey published last week by the 
Guardian newspaper and the polling organization 
ICM, 56 percent of the British public would support 
military action against Iraq, while 32 percent would 
— 7se it. The rest were undecided. 

i contrast, the Gulf War and the 1982 Falklands 


support the government, said Robert Worcester, War won approval by up to 80 percent of thepublic. 
*’■ >-— j « •- In- To many analysts, the reason is that the goafs were 


chairman of Market and Opinion Research 
temational, a polling organization. He called (his 
tendency “a holdover from the 19th-century im- 
perialdestiny,” when Britain put troops into count- 
less conflicts small and large. 

In recent times, British armed forces have re- 
inforced this backing by besting the enemy in their 
foreign missions, said Timothy Garden, a retired 
Royal Air Force marshal who now heads the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, a research center 
in London. “We don’t have a Vietnam,’ ’ he said. 

Still, there is no great enthusiasm here for taking 
on Mr. Saddam. Although a few tabloid news- 
papers have sounded a jingoistic chord — ‘Take 
Out Saddam" read a front-page headline in the 
Sun, reporting a Gulf War veteran's call to as- 
sassinate the Iraqi president — the public seems 
more resigned than eager. 


clearer and more popular. The Gulf~War was 
launched to liberate Kuwait, the Falklands conflict 
to take back British Islands seized by Argentina. 

But since the start of the crisis over Iraq’s 
chemical, biological and nuclear weapons pro- 
grams, Britain has joined the United States whole- 
heartedly. Mr. Blair dispatched to the Gulf the 
Invincible, an aircraft: carrier with. 13 Sea Harrier 


jump-jets aboard. Eight Tornado fighter-bombers 
have flown to a base in Kuwait In addition, Bri tain 


has two squadrons of Tornadoes in Saudi Arabia. 

Two weeks ago, British officials called press 
briefings to outline the size of Iraq's illegal arsenal. 
On Tuesday, the Defense Ministry released diagrams 
of the “presidential sites" that Iraq has declared off- 
limits to UN weapons inspectors, snowing that one is 
so large it could overlay much of London. Otherwise, 


the government has relied largely on media coverage 
of House of Commons speeches and of British forces 
in the Gulf region to build its cose with the public. 

The Times of London contended Tuesday tha t 
the public needs clear talk on potential dangers. 
“Outside Israel, public opinion has not been read- 
ied for the risk, however small, of Iraqi retaliation 
with toxins or nerve gas so potent that tiny quan- 
tities could kill thousands,’ ’ it said. 

Religious leaders have voiced some of the most 
pointed opposition. Ten bishops of the Church of 
Englan d , writing to the In dependent newspaper last 
week, expressed fear of “large-scale civilian cas- 
ualties’ ’ and new distrust of the West in the Muslim 
world if airs trikes were launched against Iraq. 

What little political opposition there is comes 
mainly from “old Labor" members of Parliament 
who stand by padfist principles that the “New 
Labor’ ’ party of Mr. Blair has largely set aside. Some 
of them had their say in the House of Commons 
debate Tuesday. “Every member of Parliament to- 
night who votes for the government motion will be 
consciously and deliberately accepting responsibility 
for the deaths of innocent people if the war begins, as 
I fear it will," said Tony Bean, a Labor member. 


“Could you please tell these people, 
to talk with them when 


I’d be very ha[ 

this is over, ’ ’ Mrs. Albright said. 

To illustrate President Saddam Hus- 
sein's history of using weapons of mass 
destruction, Mr. Cohen showed the audi- 
ence a picture of an Iraqi woman bolding 

a dead child in her arms. He said they had 

been gassed by Mr. Saddam's forces. He 
described the picture as “Madonna and 
child, Saddam Hussein-style." 

Mr. Berger said the United States was 
seeking to protect the world’s long-term 
interests in limiting die spread of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“In the 21st century, the community 
of nations may see more and more of this 


very kind of threat that Iraq poses now 
the rogue state," Mr. Berger said. 


ling: “If we fail to respond, Saddam 
1 all those who follow will believe that 


addin j; 

they can threaten the security of a vital 
region with impunity. But if we act now 
as one, we will send a clear message w 
would-be tyrants and terrorists." 
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- Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Has it come 
to this: American preparations for 
war as a network production? 

That is the view of some of 
CNN's competitors as the cable net- 
work staged a town meeting Wed- 
nesday with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Defense Sec-, 
retary William Cohen and the na- 
tional security adviser, Samuel Ber- 
ger. It was a CNN exclusive from 
start to finish; no ocher national tele- 
vision outlet could broadcast from 
the Ohio State University gather- 
ing. 

Moreover, television stations 
were limited to two minutes of ex-, 
cerpts from the 90-minute forum,' 
and any hi ghlights had to bear- the 
CNN logo. 

“It certainly reeks of favoritism,’ 
said Kim Hume, Washington bureau 
chief of Fox News. “It’s just odd 
that the government would go to 
CNN ana ask them to broadcast a 
town meeting, because CNN has 
limited reach. It seems they look at 
CNN as an adjunct of the Voice of 
America or something." 

*Td thjnk jn an extraordinary 
situation like this that they would 
want as broad an audience as pos- 
sible,’ ’ said Bruce Drake, managing 
pditor for news at National Public 
Radio. “To come to some sort of 
exclusive arrangement with one 
network boggles my mind. Given 
the degree of magnitude here — 
preparing the nation fra military ac- 
tion and the possibility of lives lost 
— you don t play these kind of 
games.” 

Asked about the CNN. arrange- 
ment, the White House spokesman. 
Michael McCuny, said mat, as on 
previous occasions, the administra- 
tion “worked with one network to 
figure out how we could get as large 
an audience, international and do- 
mestic, for this particular event" 
Another factor, he said, is that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein of Iraq and his 
aides are known to watch CNN- 

Frank Sesno, CNN's Washington 
bureau chief, said a White House 
official sounded him out last week 
about having the network host a 
town meeting “in the heartland” 
about the Iraqi situation. He said the 
administration suggested holding it 
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flict — an option repeatedly rejected by 
Mr. Cohen, during the broadcast 
Hecklers interrupted the top officials 
several times, at one point stopping Mrs. 
Albright from talking for several 
minutes, The Associated Press reported 
from Columbus, Ohio. 
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A Step Behind Suharto, 
Is He Devil or Angel? 

Whichever, Habibie Arouses Intense Feelings 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


By Keith Richbure 

WnAingioii p cs , Servic e 

JAKARTA — B. J. Habibie is a vi$- 
jonary. an ardent economic nationalist 
and Muslim mteUectual, inspiring mil- 
hons with his grand plan to transform 
Indonesia into a leader of industry and 
hi§ tedmology for the next cemniy. 

B. J. Habibie is a dangerous eccentric 
who uses his proximity to an aging 
president to push his bizarre economic 
theories and a raft of grandiose but ill- 
conceived plans that are a drain on the 
national treasury. 

Those two opposing views may both 
sound extreme, but they neatly sum- 
marize the intense reaction that Mr. 
Habibie’s name elicits from his many 
supporters in Indonesia and from his 
equally sizable number of detractors. 

“Habibie is a very divisive presence, 
not only in society, but also within the 
military.” said an Asian diplomas with 
long experience here. For years, the 
critics have been able to dismiss Mr. 
Habibie, Indonesia's research and tech- 
nology minister, as a bit of an oddball 
and a maverick, although an influential 
one with the ear of President Suharto. 

But now Mr. Habibie, 61, stands on 
the verge of becoming Indonesia’s next 
vice president and the country’s next 


president if Mr. Suharto, at 76, is unable 
to complete his next five-year term. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Habibie moved a 
step closer to the vice presidential post 
that eluded him in 1993. Indonesia’s 
powerful armed forces officially threw 
their support behind Mr. Habibie for 
vice president when the outgoing com- 
mander. GeneraJ Feisal Tanjung, 
praised him as “the best figure to ac- 
company Suharto in carrying out the 
duties of the nation and the stale for the 
next five years." 

The armed forces' support was con- 
sidered crucial, because they enjoy a 
constitutionally enshrined role in pol- 
itics and are considered the country's 
most cohesive national institution and 
the final arbiter of power. Mr. Habibie, 
despite his many qualifications in aca- 
demics, private business and various 
government posts, has never worn a uni- 
form — leaving a large question mark 
over his level of support in the ranks 

A Western diplomat here said the 
main unspoken rule in Indonesia was 
that anyone in a top leadership position, 
meaning president or vice president, 
had to meet three criteria: be Muslim, 
from the military and from Java, the 
most populous of the islands in the 
Indonesian archipelago. Mr. Habibie, 
he noted, fulfills two out of three. 



B J. Habibie, left, with President Suharto oflndonesia. 


General Feisal. in endorsing Mr. 
Habibie, said his lack of a military back- 
ground was not a factor. 

“f think Minister Habibie is a shoo-in 
now,*’ said Eugene Galbraith, head of 
research in Hong Kong for ABN 
AMRO Asia Ltd., who spent 16 years 
living in Indonesia and is considered an 
expert on the country. “It’s a terrible 
decision. He's kind of a proven spend- 
thrift. He’s someone who doesn't have 
very good political instincts in terms of 
forging coalitions and building a con- 
sensus." 

Other disagree. "I think he’s been 


Embassies in Jakarta Warn Nationals 


Afiencc France-Prcssc 

JAKARTA — Embassies in Jakarta 
warned their nationals Wednesday to be 
on guard against unrest in Indonesia. 

The U.S. Embassy offered the 
strongest advice to its citizens, cau- 
tioning them against intercity travel by 
road and urging them to register with 
consular offices. 

“In light of an increasing pattern of 
security threats and disturbances affect- 
ing intercity road travel in West Java, 
which could spread to other areas of the 
country, American citizens may wish to 
exercise caution and seek advice before 
undertaking intercity road travel in In- 
donesia," an embassy statement said. 

“In addition, continuing riots and 
looting in some parts of the country 
prompt the reminder that due to the 
possibility of increased tension and 
criminal activity arising from economic 
uncertainty in Indonesia. American cit- 
izens should exercise prudence and 


common sense and avoid demonstra- 
tions and other situations that could turn 
violent." 

More than 25 towns and cities have 
been rocked by rioting over soaring 
prices and shortages of basic goods in 
the last two weeks, with the ethnic 
Chinese minority bearing the brunt of 
the mob rage. 

Vehicles on highways have also re- 
portedly been attacked and at least five 
persons have been killed, all shot and 
killed by security forces. Much of the 
violence has been concentrated in East 
Java Province, which surrounds Jakarta. 

Australian officials warned their 
countrymen in Indonesia to be on guard. 
Australia's ambassador to Indonesia, 
John McCarthy, warned Australians to 
take care, particularly traveling outside 
Jakarta and the resort island of Bali. 

A British Embassy official said Bri- 
tons were urged to register their pres- 
ence in Indonesia and to seek advice 


before traveling. 

The French Embassy said that be- 
cause of "developments," particularly 
in Java, Sulawesi. Lombok. Flores and 
Sumatra islands, it urged French na- 
tionals to be cautious when traveling in 
the provinces. 

Similar warnings were believed is- 
sued by several other European em- 
bassies. Singaporeans have been told to 
avoid certain areas. The Singaporeans, 
along with ethnic Chinese from other 
states and ethnic groups who could ap- 
pear Chinese, such as Koreans, have 
expressed concern they could be mis- 
taken by mobs for local Chinese. 

On Tuesday, China said it was “very 
concerned" for the safety of its citizens, 
including Hong Kong residents, in the 
growing violence. 

Most embassies are understood to 
have reviewed evacuation procedures, 
although diplomats are reluctant to dis- 
cuss the subject openly. 


given an unfair reading." said Dcwi 
Fortuna Anwar, a political scientist with 
Indonesia’s Institute of Social Sciences 
and an admitted Habibie fan. "I think a 
lot of the younger generation u ill sup- 
port him because of his vision. He does 
have the vision, and 1 think he does 
excite a lot of people in that way." 

Speaking of Mr. Habibie's grand 
plans for an Indonesian aircraft and 
shipbuilding industry. Miss Anwar said. 
“I'm Indonesian and I don't want 
people to say. ’Oh. you export cheap 
textiles and shoes.' You can have a 
vision." 

One of Mr. Habibie’s more contro- 
versial moves was to use his influence 
with Mr. Suharto to force the military' to 
purchase some components from the 
“strategic industries" that Mr. Habibie 
controls. That perceived interference in 
the armed forces’ procurement process 
was believed to have earned him the 
permanent antagonism of key generals. 

In addition, in 1990 Mr. Suharto 
placed him at the head of a new grouping 
called the Indonesian Association, of 
Muslim Intellectuals. The group has giv- 
en the minister a broad political base of 
support for his often-unconventenial eco- 
nomic theories. 

“There’s an ideological element to 
it." said an Asian diplomat, explaining 
the core of Mr. Habibie's support and 
the unlikely and sometimes disparate 
coalition of Islamicists and urban in- 
tellectuals who back him. 

He said that many indigenous Indone- 
sians believe in special government 
breaks for their businesses, to counter the 
perceived special privileges enjoyed by 
the country's ethnic Chinese minority, 
who control 70 percent of private wealth 
here. “They want to put the Chinese in 
their place.” the diplomat said. 


In 2 Petitions, 
Dissidents Ask 
More Liberties 
From Beijing 

Jrv Ow Stott from Dsp&rin 

BEIJING *— Chinese dissidents have 
petitioned the national legislature to in- 
stitute democratic reforms, investigate 
the 1989 crackdown on protests and 
allow independent trade unions, human 
rights groups said Wednesday. 

Seven dissidents in the eastern 
province of Zhejiang sent a letter to the 
National People's Congress on Tues- 
day, seeking guarantees for freedoms of 
speech and assembly, the Information 
Center of Human Rights and Demo- 
cratic Movement in China said. 

The letter added that Prime Minister 
Li Peng, who is finishing his second and 
last term in office, should not be named 
the congress chairman at the legisla- 
ture’s annual session next month be- 
cause of his support for the military 
attack on protesters around Tiananmen 
Square in 19S9. 

Mr. Li’s "hands were stained with the 
fresh blood of heroes.” said the appeal. 
A copy was made public by the in- 
formation Center, which is based in 
Hong Kong. The petition also urged that 
a committee investigate the crackdown. 

The seven signers — mostly workers 
and imellecruals from Hangzhou, south- 
west of Shanghai — have served prison 
sentences for their involvement in the 
protest nine years ago and other dis- 
sident activities. 

In another petition, Wang Hongxue, 
an activist from Anhui Province, urged 
legislators to pass laws to protect civil 
liberties, wipe out corruption and make 
the government more accountable to the 
people, said Human Rights in China, an 
organization in New York. 

The 38-year-old hospital worker also 
sought the right to establish independent 
trade unions, as stipulated in a United 
Nations treaty on * human rights that 
China signed last year. 

Parliament is scheduled to open its 
annual session on March 5 and is ex- 
pected to elect Mr. Li to replace Qiao 
Shi as head of the lawmaking body. 

The petition also urged the authorities 
to show tolerance by allowing exiled 
dissidents to return home, lifting a ban 
on new political parties and newspapers 
and guaranteeing freedom of speech and 
press freedom. 

The authorities have forced a grow- 
ing number of dissidents into exile since 
last year in the hope that the activists 
would fade away. (AP. Reuters) 


Ranariddh Plans 
Return to Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH — Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh, the deposed first 
prime minister, will return to Cam- 
bodia next month to help his polit- 
ical party prepare for elections, die 
prince's personal representative 
said Wednesday. 

Prince Ranariddh, who is now in 
exile, has been prevented from re- 
turning to Cambodia for a variety of 
reasons, including a wish ro pursue 
diplomatic channels outside the 
country, said Lu Laysreng, the 
prince’s aide. 

Hun Sen deposed Prince Ranar- 
iddh as his co-prime minister fol- 
lowing two days of fierce fighting 
in early July. Mr. Hun Sen voiced 
support Tuesday for a Japanese ini- 
tiative that has received wide in- 
ternational backing io allow for 
Prince Ranariddh's rerum. 

The plan calls for Prince Ranar- 
iddh to cut all ties with the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla movement; imme- 
diate implementation of a cease- 
fire between battling forces in 
northwestern Cambodia; a pardon 
if the prince is convicted of the 
charges against him, and a guar- 
antee for his safe return to par- 
ticipate in the elections. (AP) 

Manila Defections 

MANILA — At least eight con- 
gressmen and two governors have 
defected from the governing party 
as it faces a national election cam- 
paign, but its presidential candidate 
said Wednesday that new recruits 
w’ould make up’ for the losses. 

But some analysis expect further 
defections from the LaJcas-NUCD 
party because its presidential can- 
didate. the House speaker Jose de 
Venecia, trails the opposition can- 
didate. Joseph Estrada, in popular- 
ity polls. (AP) 

India. State Re-lfotes 

GUWAHATI, India — India's 
northeastern state of Assam, hit by 
separatist violence in national elec- 
tions this week, began repeat 
polling in parts of the province on 
Wednesday. 

Election officials said the voting 
in nine polling stations spread 
across three parliamentary constitu- 
encies began smoothly. (Reuters) 
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- CLINTON : Trusted Deputy Appears Before Grand Jury 


Continued from Page 1 


l 


Ms. Lewis 's attorney, Billy Mar- 
tin, said that she remained under 
subpoena. He did not say when she 
would again appear. “She’s not do- 
ing well," be said. 

Mr. Lindsey and Mr. Clinton 
have been dose since they worked 
together in the 1960s for Senator J. 
William Fulbright of Arkansas. It is 
Mr. Lindsey to whom Mr. Clinton 
has turned in times of difficulty, 
whether dealing with the Whitewa- 
ter real-estate affair or the harass- 
ment charges by Mrs. Jones. 

Mr. Lindsey is never far from Mr. 
Clinton, in Washington or on the 
road. But as a fierce and dete rmine d 
loyalist of the president's, he is cer- 
tain to make a highly reluctant wit- 
ness. 

Mr. Starr subpoenaed Mr. Lind- 
sey because of conversations he had 


M$, Tripp allegedly saw Mrs. Wil- 
ley leave the Oval Office with her 
makeup smeared and her blouse 
askew. 

Mrs. Willey has now been sub- 
poenaed to testify before the grand 
jury investigating the CUnton-Lew- 
insky matter, The Washington Post 
reported Wednesday. She had said 
in a deposition in the Jones suit that 
Mr. Clinton made an unwelcome 
pass at her on Nov. 29, 1993, when 
she went to his office to seek a full- 
time job. Conflicting accounts have 
emerged of the alleged incident 

In a related development a friend 
of Mis. Willey’s, Julie Hiatt Steele of 
Richmond, Virginia, has told Mr. 
Clinton’s attorneys that Mrs. Willey 
luged her to lie to a reporter. A lawyer 
for Ms. Steele said that Mrs. Willey 
wanted her friend to say that Mrs. 
Willey had mentioned the alleged 
with Mr. Clinton shortly 


her lipstick, untucked her blouse, 
etc.” 

Mr. Lindsey has denied any in- 
volvement in the talking-point 
memo, and its source remains un- 
clear. But the memo, by urging Ms. 
Tripp to change her testimony, 
could provide evidence of an at- 
tempt to suborn perjury, one of the 
allegations the grand jury is inves- 
tigating. 

Some legal experts say the 
memo’s language, some of it col- 


incident 

last year with Linda Tripp, the worn- after it occurred, instead of later, 
an who taped more than 20 hours of Prosecutors also want to ask Mr. 
conversation with Ms. Lewinsky in Lindsey about a three-page memo of 
which the younger wo man re- ’’talking points'' that Ms. Lewinsky 
portedly bragged to her friend of an gave to Ms. Tripp on Jan. 14, ap- 


1 8-month affair with Mr. Clinton. 

Ms. Tripp, who had been an ex- 
ecutive assistant to Mr. Lindsey for 
a short time, reportedly wanted his 
advice after reporters asked her 
about an episode involving a White 
House volunteer, Kathleen Willey. 


parently to 'prepare her for a de- 
position in the Jones case by coach- 
ing her to offer a new interpretation 
of the incident with Mrs. Willey. 
The memo urged Ms. Tripp to say 
that she now found "it completely 
plausible that she herself smeared 


that it was prepared by someone 
with legal training, such as Mr. 
Lindsey or Mr. Clinton’s close 
friend Vernon Jordan. - 

Ms. Lewinsky has been in hiding 
in Washington since she returned 
here from California late last week. 

The tuning of her eventual ap- 
pearance before the grand jury re- 
mained unclear Wednesday. No 
progress was reported on arranging 
a grant of immunity in exchange for 
her full testimony. 

There was new information, 
meanwhile, on why Ms. Tripp ap- 
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JAPAN: Chorus ofGOmplaints 


Continued from Page 1 


- seerod reluctant to backtrack 


’’What .Tn^ s^ng .is that 
there" me great uncertainties 


bn his pledge last year to re- 
duce the budi 


budget deficit, and 
so farhe has resisted calls for 
massive tax cuts or big pub- 
’ lie-works spending. 

Although he did push for a 
major deregulation of the fi- 
nancial sector, Mr. Hashamo- 
to has moved timidly in other 
areas. Given his plummeting 
popularity and weak position 
among the Liberal Demo- 
crats, Reappears unwilling to 
force a~ showdown 'over de- 


c-y< 


parently decided to turn the tapes of 
Ms. Lewi] 


regulation efforts that would 
Bruce Lindsey, left, and his attorney arriving Wednesday at the bring him. into open conflict 
courthouse in Washington for the - grand ' jury hearing. ■ with ppKtidans close to those 

protected industries. 

to play down comments he made in Takayoshi Miyagawa. a 
an interview with the - Chicago " WCD-khown politician, said he 
Tribune, including the suggestion did not expect Mr. Hashimoto 
that there might not be a “simple, to 'dramatically change 1 his 
innocent explanation" of Mr. Clin- policy " unless there was a 
ton’s relationship with Ms. Lew- crisis such as a' substantial 
insky. 

While not refracting his state- 


Lewinsky over to Mr. Starr's 
office in mid-January. 

Lucianne Goldberg, a New York 
book agent, told an interviewer 
Tuesday that Ms. Tripp became con- 
cerned in December that the tapes 


she bad secretly made of her phone 
conversations with Ms. Lewinsky 
might be illegal and began looking 
for a new lawyer who could arrange 
immunity from prosecution. 

Ms. Goldberg said that Ms. 
Tripp’s concern about the law led. 
her to a new Lawyer, and eventually 
to Mr. Starr. 

Because of her cooperation, pros- 
ecutors offered her immunity from 
any prosecution at tire federal 
level. 

Meanwhile, Mr. McCurry, the 
White House spokesman, has tried 


meats, Mr. McCtmy made it clear, 
in good-humored comments, that he 
did not know all the face of the 
matter. 

A “lapse in my sanity," he said, 
bad led him to answerthe Tribune’s 
hypothetical questions. 


- drop-in the stock market. 
’.’Rather than ' admit 


his 


Delta Air Lines 


L-o 


N TOP OF THE WORLD" 











M W 

. -V T • • 

f ‘ ' "■ . $•• • 

•. *. • • : -.is • •, * . ■••••■. 


There are millions of reasons to fly today, 
only one that matters to you. 


You could be on a quest to find new 
business opportunities. Maybe you're 
fiying to dose an important. deal 
You might be crossing the skies 
with a ring in your pocket and a 
proposal on your lips. 
Whatever your reason, it's important 
to us as well. Which is why, at 
Delta Air Lines, we promise to make 
your journey to the place you want to 
be just as good as the reasons you ,. 

have for going there. 


©1997 Della Air Linas, Inc. 


For more information and reservations see your travel agent or local Delta office, 

or visit our website at www.de/ta-air.com 






economic policy was wrong, 1 
think he would choose to 
resign.” Mr- Miyagawa said. 


surrounding' ?ji 
ifics,” Mr, 

“If yobiaskx^.ffie] 

. Wouldsay it'«50-5^ 
people mention 
has been' pri 

befofe,. but dtis wfeekLit was jh 
openly tal^d. abcfqL'If .thati* 
were to happen, then-fiscal re- 
straint would be shelved.’ ’ zs 
Other political aaaiystsrni ^ 
raid Mr. Hash«ck*&>*s rc&ig-^ • 
nation appeared. unlikely. 

no^l a^emehti]^ 

succeed HasbSmoeo " at thiSiu 
point," Minoru ‘ja us 

political analyst, isaid^. id .■ 
For now, Mr. Hashimoto 
says that two 

approved* a lank stabijfc&tjoh >» 
package and , a consUmer-tax O 
cut, will give a lifttotheecori^ t 
omy.' . . ■ 

Meanwhile, xxniceriis: 
growing that an, expand^gui 
series;, of . bribery investiga- 
tions engtilfitfg the govern-’ - ' 
meat hasleft apcwer'vacuum, 
farther crxppfi " 


-Mr. Miyagawa -said jjarty making. Jaf^’sjK>fiadal-k|t^ 
pbably re- tem'h&;b^^ 


officials would pro 
sort to old-tinetactics such as in weak printe rtiimstert and 
artificially priming, the stock strong bureaudnts. lit prevent 


market Indeed, last weekend, 

Talni Va masalo , . rfia frrria n of 

the . Liberal Democratic 
Party’s policy-research coun- 
cil, promised the party would 
do its best' to lift the Nikkei 
stock- index- above 18.000 
points by the end of March. 

■ The quickest way to jump- 
siait Japan’s economy is 
probably an expensive pub- 
tic : work$ program. Western 
economists ray. But because 
of erkruption and bid-rigging 
in public-works projects, that 
spending is often inefficient 
and produces only a short- 
term blip, as well as an over- 
supply of bridges, and tunnels 
in rural Japan. 

“What you don’t want is a 
repeat of 1996,” said Jeffrey 
Young, an economist with Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney. “In late 
199S, Japan passed a huge 
stimulus' budget In 1996, it 
had the highest GDP growth 
of the G-7 nations, and then in 
1997; when die fiscal measure 
ran out, you had the lowest 
growth, because you still had 
an economy with structural 
problems that was very vul- 
nerable to shocks.” 

There is growing disagree- 
ment among lawmakers 
about next year’s budget, and 
legislative action has fallen 
frehind schedule. Mr. Miy- 
agawa said that more and 
more, the talk, in political 
circles here was that Mr. Ha- 
shimoto' might resign to get 
the budget passed if it were to 
run into real trouble. 


ted any Japanese leaders] 
taking aggressive actions to 
return 'Japan ., to - economic-, 
health after the country ’s eco-f 
nomic “bubble" burst se ven g_ 
years ago. _ ' 

■ But the powerful Finance-, 
Ministry was . able to pullll 
strings to prevenr economic, 
crises from veering too faroutj . 
of control. A series of recent 
scandals is changing . that, 
analysts say.'. ' 

On -Wednesday, pmsecu-jr; 
tors asked (he ebu^ to issue 
an arrest warrant for' Shokei l'* 
Arai, "a Liberal democratic.'? 
lawmaker. Mr. AraL a former 
Finance Ministry bureaucrat. 
and now a, member of Par-^T 
Lament, isaccused of receiv- _ j __ 
ing illegal payments from."® 
Nikko Securities Cq. Because 
Parliament isin, session, pros- 
ecutors must obtain legisla-.^ 
tive permission toarrest Mr. : .i> 
Aral. The Aim scandal comes -? 
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on the heels .of bribery 
dais involving the Finance'.! 


BRIEFLY 


Ministry, Japan Highway: 
Public Coip... iand • several " 
prominent Japanese banks.; r3 
The result has been a 
duction in the Finance Min- 
istry’s influent, said ;Napkj* - l 
Tanaka, an influential polit- n i 
ical analyst. In .a .speech this^i 
week, Mr. Tanaka said it was^n 
not clear who or what would 
replace the Finance Ministry 
as -a power center far eco-’-i 
nomic policy. • - ' ■ 

Special ■ . correspondent - i 
Akiko. Kashi \vagi contributed ^ 
to this report. 
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Kaunda Is Notified of Charge 


£ 


LUS AKA»2ambia — The government on Wednesday 
formally notified former President- Kenneth Kaunda in 
court of the treason-related charge he has faced since his 


% 


arrest in connection with an aUeged coup -plot. 
Mr. Kaunda, 73, who was detained era Chrisi 


itinias Eve 

and subsequently moved from jail to house -arrest, was 
charged with knowing that some members of the armed 
forces were planning a coup in Dctober and' failing to 
rerort this to the authorities. -. / • . '. • 

Earlier, the state prosecutor, John Katongo, told the 
magistrates court that he wanted the charge fully explained 
to Mr. Kaunda. He is alleged to ha v& committed “mis- 
prision of treason, ’ ’ Misprision means the knowledge of a 
planned crime and the failure to disclose it- -• ! ; (‘AFP) 
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23 Massacred in Algerian Town J 


ALGIERS — ■ New killings in western Algeria claimed 
23- .lives on Wednesday, the Algerian security forces 
announced- in a statement. No details were provided. 

The statement said, the victims were killed at Sidi 
Djiiali in the Tlemcen region near the border with Mo- 
rocco, about 540 kilometers (340 miles) west of Algiers. 

No one claimed responsibility for the attacks, but such 
incidents are usually blamed on the Armed Islamic 
Group, which is seeking to overthrow the mili tary- hacked 
government _■ \AP.) 
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2 Provinces Oppose Quebec Bid 


OTTAWA — The Saskatchewan and Yukon pro- 
vincial governments have added their voices to those 
arguing before the Supreme Court that Quebec has no 
right to secede from Canada. 

• “The unil a te ra l secession of any- province would fracr 
ture the very foundations of Canada,-” Graeme Mitchell, 
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a lawyer for the Saskatchewan gove rnment, fold the nine 
justices Tuesday oq the second day of .hearings to deter- 
mine the legal status of a secession attempt 
- The historic case was initiated by the federal gov- 
ernment, which says it would be. willing tp. consider 
independence f6r. Quebec, but only' after. afafr^ctear-cut ■ 
vote and after negotiations involving all of Canada. 

■ Saskatchewan and Yukon agreed with the provinces' of 
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories, which presented 
their arguments to the court Monday" V . (AP) 
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Mexican Centrist Party 


MEXICO CITY — A former top official of Mexico’s 
ruling party has created a centrist, party,; hoping ip join, 
opposition forces, on the left and right to win. the pres* 
'idential race in 2000. 


j'-yi ik.. 


Ss., . 

CVv ^ ;v v- 




r. h 


Manael Camacho Solis, a former - mayor pf Mexico 
City, on Tuesday unveiled the Party a£ the Democratic 


»*' j.,':' • 


Centra; to several thousand cheering supporters, in a 
Mexico City office tower. 

Mr. Camacho called for a united. .front anfon g .fib® 
coontiy’s often fractious opposition as the q^y- way to 
topple the Ion g-ru ling. Ins auuionai RevoIutidhary Party, 
m power since 1929. ■ 

■ 'The day has arrived to prepare fo^"a'l^storic dlaIige, , 7 
Mr. Camacho said. "If we do not, we risk a new tragic 
period of decay of oiir govern menu’ *' . {Reiners) 
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Metallurgists Explore New Theory About the Titanic’s Demise: Weak Rivets 
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The theory is that the wmughi-nun nvels, 
Dorn m the steelworks of the now-defunct D. 
Lol yules and Co., outside Glasgow, were .struc- 
turally weak from unusual patterns and excess- 
ive amounts of the bv-prnduet slag 

‘ hen Il,u -tt-UW-lon RMS Titanic hit the 
-100,000-ton iceberg off the coast of Newfound- 
land the night of April 14. 1912, the impact did 
not slice a 300-foot gash in its side but. rather, 
popped the rivets, “unzipping" seams in the hull 
plates in six places. The total area open to the sea, 
experts now believe, may have been no bigger 
than a closet door. 

It is the latest concept to emerge as scientists 
conduct a kind of continuing mechanical autopsy 
of the Titanic, in the wake of if* discovery in 
1985 in I2.U00 feet (3,650 meters) of water by 
Robert Btillnrd. an oceanographer. 

Working with artifacts recovered from the 
ocean floor, videotape, photographs and special 
underwater imaging. Mr. Foecke and a host of 
metallurgists, murine architects and other ex- 
perts have been seeking to piece together the 
exact details of the caiasirophc. 

A student of history, as well as metallurgy. Mr. 
Foceke has become fascinated with the mystery 


of the Titanic’s sinking. ’*It’s exciting." he said. 
"This has got to be one of the highesl-profile 
metallurgical failure analyses thar there are." 

And he now believes that the “rnicrostructure" 
of the rivets could be a key to the calamity. 

But he and others stress thar much remains 
unknown. "I’m not married to any particular 
theory,” he said, adding that he has examined 
only a few of the 3 million hull rivets. 

As for the ultimate cause of the sinking, 
George Tulloch, president of RMS Titanic Inc., 
the company that owns sal vage rights to the ship, 
cautioned: "I’m not sure it’s fair to take the 
iceberg off the block as the guilty party — or the 
people that hit it." 

When if was completed April 2, 1 9 1 2, the RMS 
(Royal Mail Steamship) Titanic was the largest 
moving object made by man. It was the size of an 
II -story building, with a 101 -ton rudder, and 
would cany 2.200 people — 1300 of them 
doomed — on its maiden voyage nine days later. 

Although it was considered a model of safety, 
after it struck the iceberg, it filled rapidly with 
34,000 tons of water and" sank in less than three 
hours, coming to rest in three large pieces about 
2.5 miles t4 kilometers) bcneatlt'ihe surface. 


Since the discovery of the wreck, there have 
been eight expeditions and 140 descents to the 
site, yielding about 5,000 artifacts — among 
ihem’hull plates and rivets that were turned over 
io scientists for analysis. Another expedition is 
set for this summer. 

Initial scrutiny turned up what appeared to be 
a weakness in the hull plates. Some of the inch- 
thick steel plates seemed to have properties that 
made them relatively brittle in cold water. Sub- 
sequent analysis, though, suggested that 2,000 
steel plates used in the hull varied in quality. 

During an expedition to the wreck in the 
summer of 1996, Paul Matthias, head of Polaris 
Imaging Inc., used a special low-frequency sonar 
to scan the part of the hull — now' buried in 60 
feet of bonom mud — damaged by the iceberg. 

Contrary to long-held suspicions about a giant 
gash. Mr. Matthias found a series of six lateral 
openings in the starboard side that seemed to 
have been made by the Titanic bouncing off the 
iceberg as it scraped past. 

“The position of these openings roughly cor- 
responds to hull-plate boundaries," Mr. Mat- 
thias said, throwing suspicion on the rivets. The 
experts studying the ship were intrigued. 


“When 1 went back and analyzed Paul’s find- 
ings," said William Gareke Jr., a naval architect 
who heads the Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers’ Marine Forensics Panel. "I 
said: Hey, something’s up here. We need to look 
at one other element that we haven’t looked at 
very well, and that’s the rivets.” 

The duty fell to Mr. Foecke, an expert in 
fracture mechanics, who had been given several 
rivets for analysis a few months before. 

Mr. Foecke said he sliced one of the hull rivets 
with a diamond-tipped saw, took it to his lab and 
placed it under a special microscope called an 
optical metallograph. The metallograph enabled 
Mr. Foecke to study the partem of slag streaks 
running the length of the rivet and to measure the - 
levels of slag. " 

Wrought iron must have some slag — about 2 • 
percent — to give it strength, he said. “Oth- 
erwise. it would be taffy’." But too much makes it " 
weak. The Titanic rivet, he found, had a dan- 
gerously high slag content of about 9 percent. 

In addition, the streaks of slag, which should 
run lengthwise along the rivet, made a sudden - 
90-degree turn ax one end. another serious flaw . 
weakening the metal. 
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Dublin Judge Hears Plea 
Against Expulsion Threat 

(■luilajj CtHjukdby Oi* Stuff Flaw Du|u*»-» 

. a . DUBLIN — Sinn Fein, the Irish Re- 
- . jijj, • r®- publican Army’s political wing, turned 
. ~ £ . . Y 10 a Dublin judge Wednesday in defense 

i • “1 j. . , i** of its endangered right to stay in North- 

.' \li* • . Dte: em Ireland’s peace talks. 

; The British and Irish governments. 

which co-sponsor the talks, say Sinn 
Fein should be expeUed temporarily be- 
cause of their shared view that the IRA 
. . ,.c:n p.;\ rrcs f was responsible for two murders in Bel- 

■ beiinu«Co.Sa fast last week. 

- r,cK ir ‘ «»•&: The governments had intended to ex- 

I'buit _ pel the party Monday, the first of three 
. •MTU'dit days of negotiations" scheduled to take 
: * - ■ -_- 3 , place in Dublin Castle. 

■ bnbtr- But Sinn Fein won several adjoum- 

.r . . the l meats from the chairman of the talks, 
V IT-. i former U.S. Senator George Mitchell, 
_• . w t ■ 7 . au : and has employed some of the Irish 

■ . we-.: Republic’s top lawyers to try to block 

: . . hi- tw the governments on another front 

Sinn Fein’s legal team argued in the 
fiivl Irish High Court that Britain’s Northern 
^ Ireland secretary. Marjorie Mowlam, 

_ L-inwi. had denied the party its constitutional 
rights. - . .. ' 

r . Ms. Mowlam accepted the asses s- 

' - Ataa-ment of her police ehief in the British- . 

.‘.."T.-ac ruled province that the IRA was in« 

- • ’ ' ' voived in two killings (here last week. 

' r “ . m «r Under rules for the talks, thai would be 
’ " - 1 ,. ill eubagh for Sinn Fein to be expelled. 

• ,k -- Sinn Fein’s lawyer, John McMenam- 

r; in, stressed that Sinn Fein was par- 
ticipating “in a spirit of good faith" in 
the talks, which bring together the Brit- 
ish’ and Irish governments and an array 
of; Roman Catholic and Protestant 
parties from Northern Ireland. 

They are trying to reach a political 
agreement to end three decades of vi- 
olence, which has killed more than 



FLIGHT: U.S. Jet Violated Altitude Rule 


HONK AND MOO — French farmers protesting European Union 
policies on Wednesday by using tractors to block steets in Arras, in the 
north, and by leading a cow and calf through the Halles district in Paris. 


Continued from Page 1 

swooping low over their houses. After 
the accident, motorists called in to say 
that they had witnessed the Prowler 
i creaking over automobiles as it crossed 
a major roadway. 

Altera Prowler crashed on a training 
flight in Yuma. Arizona, in 1996. killing 
its four crew members, the Pentagon 
ordered that all Prowler flights must fly 
at least 1,000 feet <305 meters) above 
the ground. That altitude would have 
easily cleared the ski lift at Cavalese. 

As it was. a lift cable would not be 
visible until about 650 feet away and if 
the pilot. Captain Richard Ashby, was 
flying near the Prowler’s top speed of 
550 miles an hour, as it seems, the plane 
would cover that distance in less than a 
second. 

More than halfway through its flight, 
the Prowler veered left into a series of 
valleys, abruptly deviating, Italian gov- 
ernment officials say. from its author- 
ized route. 

At 3: 10 P.M., 34 minutes into the jet’s 
flight, a bright yellow cable car loaded 
with skiers began its descent down 
Mount Cermis. Lesr »han two minutes 
later, as the car approached the valley 
floor. Captain Ashby saw a yellow flash 
on the mountainside ahead and to his 
right. 

It was the cable car. 

The pilot banked sharply left and up 
to avoid it. but in the instant he had to 
react, it was too late. The right wing of 
the Prowler sliced through two cables, 
sending a car on the lift plummeting to 
the ground, killing all 20 aboard. 

Less than 14 minutes later the Maxine 
jet, badly damaged and leaking fuel and 
hydraulic fluid, landed at the NATO air 
base here. 

The Prowler had a major role in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
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declared a cease-fire last 
winning a seat at the peace talks for 
Fein, which shares the gunmen’s 
-- *; 7 "i rpji^ goal of Irish unity". 

••• High Court Judge Frederick Morris 

„ ,’7'i "t'Jii^adjourhed the hearing until Thursday. 
' -• — c r \.j |ji 1£ L Lawyers were serving written notices to 

^ IVCf. Mitchell, his two deputies, and Ms. 



*red 





• ^‘'Canada and former .Prime Minister 

1 Harri Holkeri of Finland. 

• . )udge Morris said he could not con- 
^ .si^er any injunction without giving the 
.i -.'nil |flPf 0 ?r “the opportunity of defending 
themselves.” 

J" Notably, Sinn Fein’s appeal did not 

4:^ (^id^ntify the Irish government as a dfi- 
; ffihdani, even though it would have to 

- i .*?:«? F^'\ j>back Sinn Fein's expulsion as well and 
s _■?; ^4 already appointed lawyers to contest 

: ' . ... ■ j^the party’s allegations. 

0 before the adjournment, Mr. McMe- 
^napiin had argued that his Sinn Fein 
. • l -'r;- clients' had “not at any time demon- 
; strably dishonored the principles of de- 

mocracy and nonviolence” that Mr. 
•MkcheQ requires of the talks’ parnc- 
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Russia to Build Floating Nuclear Plants 
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By Richard C. Paddock 

Los Angeles Times Service 

MOSCOW — Nikolai Frolov has a 
Jan to solve the energy problems of the 
unite: a fleet of floating nuclear power 
stations that could bring electricity to any 
part of the world accessible by ship. 

From the Arctic to the Indian Ocean, 
dozens of atomic energy plants — all 
owned by Russia — could be anchored 
offshore, docked in harbors or even 
towed upriver to deliver power. In dry 
regions, a station could generate enough 
energy to operate a companion desal- 
ination vessel and produce a steady flow 
of fresh water. 

Mr. Frolov’s vision is not science fic- 
tion. Construction recently began on the 
world’s first floating nuclear power sta- 
tion, which is planned to serve Russia’s 
Arctic mining town of Pevek, 1 ,100 ki- 
lometers (700 miles) west of Alaska. 

“By building floating nuclear power 

plants, Russia will get a unique oppor- 
tunity to deliver energy to these remote 
places,” said Mr. Frolov, a nuclear en- 
gineer and head of international cooper- 
ation at tile Kurchatov Institute m Mos- 
cow the leading nuclear research center 
in Russia. "As for as I understand, no one 
else in the world is even thinking about 
buikting floating nuclear power plants. 

Nearly 12 years after the catastrophic 
explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant in Ukraine, post-Soviet Russia has 
begun rebuilding its atomic-energy pro- 
gram — pushing ahead with a new 
generation of power plants and offering 
nuclear bargains around the world. 


With a $7 billion plan to build re- 
actors in Iran. China and India, Russia 
could soon make nuclear energy one of 
its biggest exports. At home, Russia has 
resumed construction of reactors moth- 
balled because of the Chernobyl dis- 
aster; as many as three could be com- 
pleted next year, officials say. 

The government maintains that nu- 
clear power in Russia is no longer dan- 
gerous. The flaws in the Chemobyl- 
siyle reactor have been corrected, of- 
ficials say, and all of the old plants have 
been retrofitted to prevent another dis- 
aster. The new generation of reactors 
has a different design and — whether 
the plants are floating or stationary — is 
"100 percent safe,” they say. 

Yet the atomic legacy that Russia in- 
herited from the Soviet Union suggests 
otherwise. The communists’ develop- 
ment of nuclear power resulted in a string 
of nuclear plant accidents dating from a 
reactor explosion ai Chelyabinsk in the 
1950s to the Chernobyl meltdown. 

Radioactive discharges from nuclear 
reactors, waste dumps, weapons plants, 
research labs and aging nuclear sub- 
marines have left Russia with a trail of 
contamination from the Norwegian bor- 
der to the Far East. In many regions, 
Russians have been exposed to high 
levels of radiation, and reports of birth 
defects are common. 

Russian environmentalists argue thar 
the government should clean up its nu- 
clear waste before embarking on a pro- 
gram to build new atomic power stations. 
The international group Greenpeace 
contends that some nuclear plants being 


built — including the floating station — 
are illegal under Russian law because 
they have not received the required en- 
vironmental review and approval, a 
claim denied by the government. 

The floating nuclear power station, 
estimated to cost $260 million, will con- 
tain two nuclear reactors, storage space 
for radioactive waste and living quarters 
for a crew of up ro 60 operators. It will 
have no engine and will have to be 
towed by another ship. 

Its reactors, about the same size as 
those in a nuclear submarine, can pro- 
duce 60 megawatts of electricity, 
enough to sustain a town of about 
50,000 people, Mr. Frolov said. 

Designed to last for 40 years, it will be 
unplugged from the shore and towed 
back to its home port of Sl Petersburg 
every 12 years for the removal of ra- 
dioactive waste, refueling and repairs — 
a process that will last more than a year. 

“For 12 years it operates in a com- 
pletely independent, autonomous 
mode,” said Sergei Kazakov, a spokes- 
man forthe Small Energetics Institute, a 
government agency that designed the 
station. The first nuclear barge is sched- 
uled to begin operating in 200 1 after it is 
towed thousands of miles from Sl 
P etersburg through the White Sea Canal 
and across the Arctic Ocean to Pevek. 

So far, Pevek is the only site for a 
floating nuclear station that the engi- 
neers are willing to identify. But because 
of the 12 -year maintenance cycle, they 
say they expect to build at least seven 
stations’ ana rotate the ships between 
their posts and the refueling center. 
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bombing attacks three years ago in Bos- 
nia- Herzegovina, but it is clear that with 
a peace accord there, the risks of attacks 
on U.S. and other miliiaiy aircraft in the 
region has been substantially reduced. 
Still, both U.S. and Italian defense of- 
ficials insist that training missions must 
be maintained. 

Before the order to fly at altitudes no 
lower than 1 ,000 feet, flying at half that 
level was a military aviation art form 
widely practiced by pilots in planes like 
the EA- 6 B Prowler to avoid detection 
by enemy radar. Prowlers and other 
radar-jamming planes frequently fly 
ahead of a raid to clear the way for 
bombing missions. At such low levels, 
high speeds are actually safer because 
they improve maneuverability. 

What is unclear is whether the Prowl- 
er should have been in the valley in the 
first place. The Pentagon insists that the 
Prowler was on the authorized flight 
path. But Italian officials say the valley 
was a deviation from the planned route 
and was unnecessary on a day when 
postcard-perfect weather made" the au- 
thorized route easily passable. 

The Italians banned low-level flights 
near the ski lift las 1 August because the 
number of training runs had climbed to 
900 a week in an area about the size of 
New Hampshire with a population level 
twice as dense. Since then, flights 
through the valley have been cut to 500 
a week and low-altitude flying sharply 
limited. 

But Italian prosecutors are investi- 
gating whether this order was properly 
passed to Captain Ashby and his crew. 
The commander of the Prowler’s squad- 
ron. Lieutenant Colonel Richard 
Muegge, is being investigated for com- 
plicity, the prosecutors say, because he 
failed to inform his crews about the 
restrictions. 

According to documents filed at the 
center, the Ptowler was authorized to fly 
from Aviano north to Cortina d’Am- 
pezzo at a cruising altitude of 3,500 feet, 
continuing to Brunico. where the crew 
would swing southwest over the Dolo- 
mites at a minimum altitude of 500 feet 
over the terrain to Ponte di Legno. There 
they would fly south to Casalmaggiore, 
in the Po Valley. 

At that point' they would swing north, 
following Lake Garda to Riva del Garda 
at the lake's north end. The last leg of 
their flight was to follow a line from 
Riva del Garda at a cruising altitude of 
2,000 feet above the ground ro the Mar- 
mo] ada, a ridge of craggy, snow-dusted 
peaks whose highest point reaches al- 
most 11,000 feet above sea level, and 
from there back to Aviano. 

Why part of the flight was allowed to 
fly as low as 500 feet over the ground is 
not known. What is known is that there 
have been violations of altitude rules by 
Marine Prowler pilots. 

After the accident. Lieutenant Col- 
onel Stephen Waners was relieved of 
his command of a Prowler squadron in 
North Carolina because he had told his 
squad to destroy any videotapes they 
had of missions at low altitudes. Home 
videos are often made during the flights, 
and one made last year showed the 
colonel himself flying below the min- 
imum altitude of 1,000 feet off the 
ground, according to a high-ranking 
Marine officer at the Pentagon. 

At 2:36 P.M., Captain Ashby and his 
crew took off from Aviano for Cortina. 
The sky was crystal clear, with little 
wind. 

The Prowler has a single set of flight 
controls, at the pilot’s seat on the front 
left, but the man in the right front seat, 
on this flight. Captain Joseph 
Schweitzer, could serve as a co-pilot, 
assisting with communications andfnav- 
igation. Captain Schweitzer has 1,000 
hours of experience in Prowlers, more 
than Captain Ashby, but under Marine 
rules, the pilot is responsible for the 
safety of the plane. 

Behind Captain Ashby sat the two 
other crew members, Captain W illiam 
Raney 2d and Captain Chandler 
Seagraves. 

The Prowler does not have a civilian- 
style cockpit voice recorder or a flight 
data recorder, the so-called black boxes. 
It does cany a mission recorder, which 
tracks radar activity, altitude above sea 
level and latitude and longitude. 

But the accuracy of the navigational 
record deteriorates by up to one nautical 
mile — almost 6,100 feet — for every 
hour of flight By the time the Prowler 
hit the ski lift, the recorded location 
could have been off by half a mile, 
which would make a huge difference in 
calculating its height above uneven ter- 
rain. 

Bui for a typical Prowler mission, the 
best equipment is a pilot’s eyes. 

"For that type ofmission down that 
low, he is visually navigating," a retired 
flight instructor said. "He should be 
visually seeing how high he is.” 


2 German Soldiers 
Accused of Racism 

BONN — Two German soldiers 
on peacekeeping duty in Bosnia 
hurled neo-Nazi insults at Albanian 
troops, telling them thar “Adolf 
Hitler would have stock you in the 
gas chamber," a television news 
program reported Wednesday. 

The Defense Ministry said it was 
investigating the alleged incident 
last October at a German base at 
Rajlovac. outside Sarajevo, which 
Albanian peacekeepers help 
guard. 

It was the latest report about far- 
right extremism in the German mil- 
itary in recent months that has tar- 
nished the army’s image. f AP ) 

Italy Alliance Split 

ROME — Italy's center-right 
opposition Freedom Alliance was 
divided and weakened Wednesday 
after some members of two smaller 
parties de :ed to a new political 
grouping headed by former Pres- 
ident Francesco Cossiga. 

Members of the two small parties 
— the Christian Democratic Center 
and the Christian Democratic Un- 
ion — decided Tuesday to join Mr. 
Cossiga's formation, known as the 
Democratic Union for the Repub- 
lic. 

"Cossiga dismantles the Alli- 
ance" was the headline in Wed- 
nesday's edition of L’Unita, news- 
paper' of the Democratic Party of 
the Left ( Reuters ) 

3 Ready to Quit Mir 

MOSCOW — Two Russian cos- 
monauts and a French astronaut on 
the Mir packed up for their trip back 
to Earth on Thursday, which will 
mark the 12 th anniversary in orbit 
for the Russian space station. 

The two Russians, Anatoli So- 
lovyov and Pavel Vinogradov, ar- 
rived on Mir in August, a time when 
the troubled space station was 
plagued by a number of break- 
downs, including a reduced power 
supply. 

The two Russians packed up 
Wednesday and will leave Mir on 
Thursday morning along with the 
French astronaut, Leopold Eyharts. 
who has been aboard for three 
weeks conducting scientific exper- 
iments, the Interfax press agency 
reported. (AP) 

Ferry Inquiry Ends 

STOCKHOLM — The investi- 
gation into whether criminal 
charges should be filed in the Es- 
tonia ferry disaster is being closed 
without indictments, the probe’s 
prosecutor said Wednesday. 

"I’m not saying that nobody did 
anything wrong, only that I did not 
find anyone who was criminally 
careless," the prosecutor. Tomas 
Lindstrand, said, according to the 
Swedish press agency TT. 

The Estonia sank on SepL 28, 

1 994, killing 852 people. (AP ) 


At precisely 3:12:42 — noted by a 
seismographic station on Mount Cermis 
— Captain Ashby's Prowler sliced into 
the ski lift cables at about 540 miles an 
hour, virtually its top speed, according 
to Italian investigators. 

The right wing cut a two-inch thick 
cable that holds the cable cars up and a 
three-quarter-inch cable that tugs them 
along. 

At 3:26 the flight, code-named Easy 
01, limped in to the Aviano base, leak- 
ing fuel and hydraulic fluid. The crew 
evacuated the plane so quickly that one 
crew member twisted an ankle leaping 
to the tarmac. 

Aviation mechanics said the jet was 
seriously, damaged in four places. On 
the front edge of the right wing, which 
had evidently sliced through the cables, 
were two gashes several feet apart, each 
about 6 inches deep. Electronic equip- 
ment under the wing was sheared off. 
And serious damage was evident on the 
tail, caused, investigators believe, when 
the heavier of the two cables snapped 
across the tail like a whip. 

The Marines will not explain why the 
Italian maps with the ski lift on it were 
not used. American military flights gen- 
erally use American maps, mostly be- 
cause Pentagon officials trust American 
map-makers more than the agencies that 
draw local maps. 
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Bad Plan for Indonesia 


Facing a plummeting economy and 
angry rioters. President Suharto of In- 
donesia has turned in desperation to a 
magical remedy known as a currency 
board. Such a board would tie the value 
of Indonesia's currency, the rupiah, to 
the value of the U.S. dollar and commit 
Indonesia to accumulating large dollar 
reserves with which it could, if needed, 
buy back all the rupiah its central bank 
has issued In theory, a dollar-backed 
currency board assures foreign in- 
vestors that their money is safe, leading 
them to return and thereby stimulating 
recovery. 

But what sounds appealing, most 
Western experts warn, could easily 
backfire in practice. The International 
Monetary Fund and Clinton admin- 
istration officials have rejected the ad- 
option of a currency board because 
they rightly fear that, employed during 
a currency crisis, it could drive up 
interest rates, crushing the country's 
debt-burdened businesses. The high in- 
terest rates would be needed to attract 
tens of billions of dollars from the rest 
of the world to create a reserve fund big 
enough to reassure foreign investors. 

A currency board would also tie the 
supply of the rupiah in the economy to 
the flow of dollars from abroad, rather 
than to policy decisions by the In- 
donesian central bank. That means the 
central bank could no longer expand 
the money supply to fight off a collapse 
of domestic banks or to extract the 
economy from depression. 


The advocates of a currency board 

S iint to its successful application in 
oog Kong and Argentina. But Hong 
Kong is tiny, and cannot run a mon- 
etary policy independent of that of its 
trading partners. Argentina adopted its 
currency board only after it lost control 
of its monetary policy and flirted with 
hyperinflation and the disintegration of 
its monetary system. In that circum- 
stance the currency board poses scant 
additional threat. Indonesia fits neither 
circumstance. For it to relinquish con- 
trol over its monetary system amounts 
to reckless policy disarmament 
Mr. Suharto challenges the West to 
provide a better solution to his eco- 
nomic problems. That solution is ag- 
onizingly slow and painful. 

Indonesia must continue to post- 
pone debL repayments to foreign cred- 
itors until it works out a realistic re- 
payment schedule. Then Mr. Suharto 
must swiftly carry our his pledge, made 
to the monetary fund in exchange for a 
$43 billion bailout, to fix Indonesia's 
bankrupt banking system. He appears 
to think he can grab the £43 billion yet 
keep doing as be pleases. 

Fortunately, the monetary fund has 
threatened to cut off the money if Mr. 
Suharto proceeds with his foolhardy 
idea. The dictatorial Indonesian leader 
has the power to Impose his irrespon- 
sible will on his countrymen. But the 
IMF must tell him the West will not be 
coraplicit 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Pentagon Pep Rally 


The Clinton administration, while 
still hoping for a diplomatic solution to 
the standoff in Iraq, has decided that it 
must educate the American pimple on 
why force may be needed, with all its 
inherent risks. To that end. President 
Bill Clinton led a kind of pep rally at 
the Pentagon Tuesday that, it seems to 
us. went only partway toward meeting 
its goals. 

what was objectionable was not so 
much that the session began with an 
inappropriate and trivializing ritual of 
svcophantic self-praise moving up the 
chain of command — with the Joint 
Chiefs chairman. General Hugh 
Shelton, fawning over Defense Sec- 
retary William Cohen t“an extraor- 
dinary man"): Mr. Cohen paying trib- 
ute to Vice President A1 Gore (“a firm 
and steady hand in our nation’s foreign 
diplomacy” ). and Mr. Gore delivering 
a campaign-style introduction For the 
president (“the man whose leadership 
and commitment to our nation's se- 
curity and strength have done so much 
for the cause of peace and freedom 
around the world”). 

The more serious problem was the 
questions Mr, Clinton did not answer. 

The president ably laid out the need 
to take action. Saddam Hussein him- 
self promised the United Nations that 
he would destroy his nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons, Mr. Clinton 
pointed out. But the Iraqi leader has 
repeatedly lied about his arsenal since 
making that promise, lies made per- 
fectly evident by the repeated amend- 
ments Iraq makes to its declarations 
when caches are uncovered 

Mr. Clinton correctly noted that 
Saddam Hussein has put himself in a 
different category from any other lead- 
er, even those who also may aspire to 
or possess chemical weapons, because 
he has repeatedly used such weapons 
against his own and other people. And 
Mr. Clinton said that the credibility 
and future effectiveness of the United 
Nations, not just the United States, is 
on the line. Saddam Hussein’s regime 
"threatens the safety of his people, 
the stability of his region and the 
security of all the rest of us,” Mr. 
Clinton said 

But if the Iraqi threat is that serious, 
Mr. Clinton was less persuasive in 
arguing that be has found an equally 
serious remedy. His rhetoric has down- 
shifted from promising to deny Sad- 
dam the capability to use weapons of 


options, though that is not much of a 
slogan for a pep rally. It's easy, and in 
many cases justified, to point to the 
Bush and Clinton administration mis- 
takes that helped produce this fix, but 
doing so does not make the challenge 
any simpler. 

It's also easier to point to short-, 
comings in the administration strategy 
than to devise a better plan; Republican 
calls to give more money to Radio Free 
Iraq and the tike may make sense but 
do not add up to a solution. 

More far-reaching military action, 
such as the use of ground troops, would 
entail huge risks, too, which is why few 
of the administration's critics endorse 
such action. Still, if Saddam Hussein is 
os insupportable a threat as Mr. Clinton 
suggests, the U.S. president needs to 
explain why such an alternative is not 
being considered At a minimum, he 
needs to present air strikes as merely 
one stage in a campaign that may need 
to be sustained well into the future. 

The nations that have objected so 
loudly to military action heretofore 
also have a special responsibility now. 
Mr. Clinton is right to give every rea- 
sonable diplomatic option a chance to 

S lay out, including mediation by UN 
ecretaiy-General Kofi Annan if it 
can be arranged But he is also right 
to insist, as should every United Na- 
tions Security Council member, that 
the only acceptable outcome is one that 
allows UN inspectors to freely pursue 
their jobs for as long as they deem 


If Saddam Hussein does not con- 
sent, it will be fair to ask the French, 
Russian. Japanese and Chinese gov- 
ernments not just to get out of the way 
but to support — militarily or finan- 
cially — the only viable option Iraq has 
left to the world, 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Nigerian Intervention 


mass destruction to pledging only to 
diminish that capability. H 


le has said 
the United States will be ready to strike 
again if necessaiy. 

But it is far from clear that air strikes 
are an effective weapon against- the 
capabilities at issue here, and it is even 
less certain how the UN if it does not 
get its inspectors back into Iraq, will 
have sufficient information in six 
months or a year to credibly threaten a 
second round of military action. 

For now, the administration's plan 
may well be the best of many bad 


Nigerian involvement in driving the 
rebels out of Freetown does not mean 
that Nigeria has suddenly become a 
staunch defender of constitutional le- 
gality in the region. 

In feet, Nigeria's intervention in Si- 
erra Leone is motivated more by the 
desire to strengthen its influence in 
West Africa and to enhance its lately 
tarnished prestige. 

Furthermore, just as Nigerian troops 
are entering Freetown, a trial has 
begun in central Nigeria against a 
group of generals accused of conspir- 
ing against President Sani Abacha’s 
government. 

One cannot help suspecting that 
another reason the leaders in Abuja 
are willing to send their elite troops 
abroad is to keep them out of mis- 
chief. 

— Neue Zurcher Zeitung (Zurich). 
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Attacking Iraq: Immoral and Counte 
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P ARIS — Nearly everyone by now 
seems agreed Chat air attacks on 
Iraq by the United States could not 
accomplish what Washington wants, 
which at a minimum is to restore free 
movement for UN arms inspectors, and 
at most to overturn Saddam Hussein. 

Nearly everyone actually seems to 
agree that such attacks would terminate 
UN inspections for good, strengthen 
the Iraqi president’s political position 
and further destabilize the Gulf and 
Middle Bast, while weakening the in- 
fluence of the United States. 

Some logical people therefore say 
don't do it. Some others have logically 
concluded that it is necessary to do 
much more: invade and occupy Iraq, 
depose Saddam Hussein and sponsor a 
replacement government 

Since few officially engaged in the 
conduct of American policy want to call 
off the war — having been marching up 
this hill for weeks now, fifes skirling 


By William PfeJff 


and drums pounding — and still fewer 
appetite for a real war with 


have any appetite _ 

many dead Americans, the logical con- 
clusion the analyst must draw is that the 
United States will go ahead with the 
attack, which will fail, as predicted, 
followed by all of the bad consequences 
that everyone has already foreseen. 

The affair no longer is connected to 
common reality. It is a manor of sym- 
bolic action and gesture, related to polit- 


ical power, policy investment and status 
inside Washington, and is now driven 
forward for the sake of its media nar- 
ration, which, in the ambient narciss- 
ism, has become the operative reality. 

Iraq is no longer a place bat a 
concept. The new Hollywood film 
“Wag the Dog,” which portrays a 
priai -c hft Hange d president staging a 
computer-generated, special-effects 
television war against an imaginary Al- 
bania, sug g ests only half the truth about 
Washington today. The actual Iraq and 
its president now are figurants in the 
great audiovisual game of international 
affairs as played in Washington 
Do they not bleed, those Iraqis? For 
too many in the Washington policy 
community, they bleed no more than 
Bruce Willis bleeds, or Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger — or Dr. No. They blee d on ly 
for those for whom this is not a virtual 
game, such as those aboard the carrier 
jets r h«r will be launched into 4 A_M. 
darkness next week, when the Olympic 
Games are over (so we are told to ex- 
pect), who will also face the possibility 
of dying — possibly, after ejecting, by 
being stoned to death on the ground by 
their bombings’ wretched victims. 

Iam no pacifist, having spent my 20s 
as a volunteer to fight America’s hot 


and cold wars, but I believe that acts of 
war without clearly achievable objec- 
tives, without a clear connection be- 
tween the acts and the intended results, 
are immoraL 

I regret that the United Stales in re- 


aim Luto utuuNAA - - v 

futile and fundamentally self-indulgent 
anacks on other states, including toe 
invasions of Grenada and Panama, and- 
that it is now boilding up to another. 

That Saddam Hussein is a war crim- 
inal and a despicable tyrant is beyond 
doubt, but the American plan is not to 
snatch him away for delivery to The 
Hague war crimes tribunal, while lib- 
erating his nation's people. In practice 


political morality created by Wclear 
weapons and the Cold War, a part of die 
anal ytical community- in the United 
States and Britain looked forhelpfjrojQ 
philosophy and theology. " 

Certain American stral 
and military men were 
fluenced by the reflections 
morality by Thomas Aquinaa.teid^a 
late- Renaissance Spanish 
Francisco Sudrcz. 




the United States would seem to punish 

"thedes- 


the despot’s people because of 1 
peg's crimes. 

The Gulf War was justified, as was 
the Falklands War. Both responded to 
acts of aggression, were successful and 
vindicated the principles of interna- 
tional legality. The prospective attack 
on Iraq responds to outlaw conduct and 
to the hypothetical threat of aggression 
but offers no serious prospect of chan- 
ging either. The UN Security Council 
and the majority of nations in the re- 
gion, as elsewhere, have thus far de- 
clined to endorse an at t a ck .. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, con- 
fronted with tile desperate problems of 


Their arguments concerning. 
war hold, among other things,. thaTa 
war should be undextaken by lawfitiq 
authority, be an act of last resort, em-s 
ploy only proportionate violence, cre*b 
ate fewer wrongs than, it rights and?, 
enjoy a reasonable expectation^!!’ 
achieving a victory that accxnhph&bes 
the purposes for which it was began. ; A 
I cannot see that any of those criteria^ 
are met in what America proposes to do 1 ' 
to Iraq. The theologians specifically^ 

condemn a war that is waged merely ton 

maintain a nation’s prestige. . fy . 

Washington today Is notin thehnbiip 
of consulting either toeolo&caL^m 
philosophical opinion in the course of l 
its policy deliberations. However, the? 
force of the arguments I have cited Hes3 
not in their authority but in their corner 
mon sense. Surely we are notimperM 
vious to common sense? 

International HeraldTtibwia. . ■ ' : 
Los Angeles Tunes Syndicate. '- Xi 



I JfltJ {A 

fa «f ■ ■* 


ll* 


fllr* 




» .... r-fc- 


It’s Up to Saddam to End the Suffering of the Iraqi People 


3 


- 


U NITED NATIONS, New 
York — For far too many 
years, the Iraqi people have been 
forced to bear an onerous bur- 
den. During the 1980s and early 
1990s, the country was devas- 
tated by the disastrous policies 
of its leaders, which led to a 
decade of almost constant war. 

Today, the Iraqi people con- 
tinue to bear terrible hard- 
ships. Illness, malnutrition and 
poverty are rampant. 

The burden of responsibility 
for their suffering lies squarely 
on the shoulders of one person 
— Saddam Hussein. His con- 
sistent refusal to comply with 
UN Security Council resolu- 
tions, his unceasing efforts to 
build weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and tus blatant attempts to 
manipulate and choreograph 
the misery of Iraqi women and 
children make clear his utter 
lack of concern for his own 
people. 

The current situation, traces 
its origins to the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. After reversing 
Iraqi aggression in the Gulf 
War, the UN Security Council 


By Bill Richardson 

The writer is US ambassador to the United Nations. 


Last year, Iraq finally al- 
lowed an oil-for-food program 


passed a series of resolutions 
— enforced by international 
sanctions — to help ensure that 
Iraq's weapons of mass de- 
struction program would be 
fully dismantled and that Sad- 
dam would be prevented from 
rebuilding his military forces. 

These sanctions exempted 
food and medicine, which Iraq 
remains free to purchase on the 
open market The international 
community has never sought to 
punish the Iraqi people for the 
sins of their leaders. 

Clearly, however, Saddam 
Hussein’s priorities lie else- 
where. At the same time that 
Iraqis are suffering from food 
shortages and a lack of civilian 
housing, Saddam has spent as 
much as $2 billion on lavish 
palaces for himself and his rul- 
ing clique. 

What’s more, Iraq continues 
to hoard and stockpile food and 
medicine for use by its military 
and regime supporters, while ' 


drastically reducing programs 
of humanitarian assistance for 
its own people. The result is 
that today the people of Iraq 
rely almost exclusively on the 
United Nations for their food 
and medicine. 

The fact is, the Iraqi regime 
has demonstrated a far greater 
desire to continue building 
weapons of mass destruction 
than it has to feeding its own 
people. Developing mustard 
gas, anthrax or the nerve agent 
VX never fed one hungry' child, 
but for the Iraqi regime it seems 
to be far more important. 

Led by the United States, the 
international community has 
sought to help Iraq generate the 
revenue it needs to purchase 
food and medicine. We pro- 
posed that Iraq be allowed to 
sell limited quantities of oil in 


exchange for humanitarian sup- 
plies. For four years, however. 


while his people were suffering, 
Saddafi rejected this proposal. 


to go forward. Since then more 
than 3 million tons of food have 
been delivered to the Iraqi 
people and 95 percent of all 
contracts for food and medi- 
cine have been approved. 

Even so, Iraq recently re- 
quested that the UN defer con- 
sideration of contracts for SI 20 
million in humanitarian assist- 
ance. In UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan’s recent report on 
the oil-for-food program, he 
noted that most of the delays 
and disruptions in the delivery 
of food and medicine had been 
caused not by the United Na- 
tions or the international com- 
munity but by Iraqi actions. 

The grave threat that 
weapons of mass , destruction 
pose, as well as Saddam’s past 
inclination to use them against 
combatants and civilians alike, 
precludes any compromise on 
the pan of the international 
community in ensuring that 
Iraq’s capacity to produce 
these weapons and threaten its 
neighbors is reduced. ! 


Nonetheless, the United!) 
States — along with its col^ 
leagues in the United Nations 
— remains committed to ending? 
Iraq’s suffering. In particular 
we have now received Secret 
rary-Generai Annan's repot off* 
ways to improve the effectiv&O 
ness and the implementation o{- 
the oil-for-food program. .h 

We are prepared to support d'j 
significant increase in th& 
scope of this program, includ- 
ing expanding oil sales to allowfr 
for the additional purchase of 
food and medicine. Unlike? 
Saddam Hussein, we will not*! 
hold the Iraqi people hostage. ? 

In the end, however, respon- b 
sibihty for the plight of Iraq’s^' 
people lies not in New York orq 
Washington but. in Baghdad. Jf 
the Iraqi regime truly cares' 
about its people, its course of' 
action is clean Comply with UN» 
resolutions; spend money on 
food, not weapons and palaces/; 
and make a serious effort to;> 
alleviate die nation’s suffering^ 
Only then will the tragic burden * 
onjhe Iraqi people be lifted. 

'<& Los Angeles Times Syndicate.' ^ 
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C ANBERRA — Two widely 
held misperceptions about 
Indonesia have gained currency 
in recent mouths. 

The first is that the country is 
on the verge of collapse as 
the government of President 
Suharto struggles to turn around 
its battered economy and keep 
the lid on escalating political 
and social tensions. 

While there is no doubt that 
this is the most serious crisis of 
confidence the retired general 
has faced, Indonesia is far from 
the level of economic chaos. 


By Alan Dupont 


civil unrest and anarchy that 
existed in 1965, when he re- 
placed the country’s founding 
president. Sukarno. 

Mr. Suharto, 76, is still in the 
driver’s seat, and for ail the 
erosion of his moral and polit- 
ical authority he remains a for- 
midable and resilient leader. 
Food riots and other social dis- 
turbances, while spreading, 
have yet to seriously challenge 
the government’s writ 

Moreover, the armed forces 


— including the police, which 
are under fie military’s com- 


but is generally con- 
to lack the requisite 


raand — are far better equipped 
o manage civil dis- 


Drop Clinton’s Budget 


By John F. Cogan 


S TANFORD, California — In his State of the Union 
Message, President Bill' Clinton called for using "every 
dime” of the budget surplus to help ensure the future of the 
Social Security retirement system. 

“Save Social Security first!*’ was his simple prescription 
for how to use the money. His budget, however, contains a 
different message: * ‘Spend it! ” 

The president's budget proposals would, over the long 
term, divert the surplus to other government programs. Future 
Social Security recipients — and the public at large — would 
be better off if Congress simply ignored the president's 
budget. 

The president's budget predicts that without any changes in 
taxes, and if Congress continues to live within fie spending 
limits that it previously agreed to, the economy will create a 
budget surplus next year. The amount of fie surplus is 
projected to rise each year thereafter, reaching nearly $90 
billion in 2003. 

The president, though, is proposing a raft of additional 
spending programs and higher taxes to pay for them. Initially, 
fie new spending is less than the new taxes. But after 2001, 
when the full impact of the president’s proposals is realized, 
the new spending would exceed the added revenue. 

Financing the shortfall would require a future president to 
draw from fie surplus — ihe one that Mr. Clinton has pledged 
for Social Security. Even the president's budget predicts mat 
>ftl * 


more and more of the surplus would be siphoned off for these 
programs. By 2003 . the last year for which his budget provides 
estimates, the amount would reach $7 billion. 

Hie Clinton administration ’s defenders might counter that 
the diversion is relatively small. But that misses the fun- 
damental point: The administration's proposals would lead 
the country in the wrong direction. 

There are several schools of thought on how Social Security 
might be salvaged — building a surplus in the program. 


privatizing it or increasing economic growth. But the pres- 
ident’s idea — pledging the surplus to the task but then later 


ue. 


taking it away — is 

Alio, history shows that both Republicans and Democrats 
tend to underestimate the cost of new programs and overstate 
the revenue from tax increases. Thus those small diversions 
the president is projecting for a few years hence to pay for his 
1999 initiatives will probably loom large by 2012. when the 
first baby boomers retire. 


The writer a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, is a 
former deputy director of the Office of Management and 
Budget. He contributed this comment to The New for* Times. 


and trained to manage 
turbances than they were in the 
past 

The second misperception 
concerns the significance of the 
vice presidential election next 
month, which will accompany 
the presidential election. 

Most analysts assume that 
the successful vice presidential 
candidate, now almost certain 
to be the controversial research 
and technology minister, B.J. 
Habibie, will become Mr. 
Suharto's long-term successor 
if the president steps down or is 
incapacitated during his next 
five-year term. 

For this reason, the March 
meeting of the electoral college 
is seen as the most crucial of 
Mr. Suharto’s long rale. 

What is often forgotten, 
however, is that if the vice pres- 
ident replaces Mr. Suharto be- 
fore the president's term ex- 
pires, he must be confinned 
within six months by a special 
session of the 1. 000-member 
electoral college, known as the 
People’s Consultative As- 
sembly. It is by no means sure 
that Mr. Habibie would secure 
the assembly’s endorsement, 
especially if the military with- 
held its support 

Military backing is vital for 
any aspiring presidential con- 
tender, even more so at a time of 
political and social strife. 

The assumption that there will 
be a seamless transfer of power 
from Mr. Suharto to his vice 
president becomes even more 
problematic if Mr. Habibie is 
indeed the successful nominee. 

Although the armed forces 
have endorsed the colorful but 
erratic science and technology 
czar, there is no great affection 
or respect for him in the officer 
corps. Military support for Mr. 


chance 
sidered 

skills and drive for the highest 
office. 

It is more likely that Mr. 
Suharto's evenrual successor 
will come from among the 
ranks of the next generation of 
recently promoted senior mil- 
itary officers. 

The three men to watch are 
the armed forces commander, 
General Wiranto, a former aide 
to Mr. Suharto: fie head of the 
army's strategic reserve, Lieu- 
tenant General Prabowo Subi- 
anto. who is Mr. Suharto’s son- 
in-law, and the military's ideo- 
logical watchdog. Lieutenant 
General Bam bang Yudhoyono. 

General Wiranto is almost 
universally weU-regarded in the 
armed forces and elite civilian 
circles. While he may lack cha- 
risma, he has a certain presence 
that is important in Indonesian, 
especially Javanese, culture, as 
well as a reputation for integrity 
and professionalism. He lacks 
the broad national experience of 
earlier generations of military 
officers but is a fast learner and 
a good listener. 

General Prabowo is highly 
capable, sophisticated, ruthless 
and a far more practiced polit- 
ical operator than General Wir- 
anto. However, be has his share 
of detractors, who accuse him 
of being manipulative, emo- 
tional and too nakedly ambi- 
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tic us. His family connections 
have so far proved advantage- 
ous. but whether this continues 
to be the case will depend tib 
how long Mr. Suharto remains 
at the helm. 

General Yudhoyono is tjjs 
dark horse of the three, but b$, is 
arguably the most rateUigou 
and the deepest thinker. Gen- 
eral Prabowo probably regards 
him as his major rival for fie wjr 
job in the armed forces and per- 
haps for the ultimate prize — 
the presidency of the world’s 
fourth most populous 

For the moment, General 
Wiranto must be considered the 
most likely long-term succes&fr ^ ( •- . 

to Mr. Suharto. Little is knotfn r; lR ,' 

about how he would seek to gqv*- • e “ " 

earn Indonesia or about the kuuft 
of economic and social policies 
he would adopt If Genera) Wir- 
anto does not become preside® 
himself, he will probably be tile 
kingmaker. Certainly no s&£- 
cessor to Mr. Suharto cotfffl 
emerge and govern withdtit 
General Wiranto’ s support. 
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rite writer, a former Australi- 
an diplomat who was posted >#> 
Jakarta from 1991 to 1994 S is 
the director of the Asia-Pacif 
security program at ihe An sv 
tralian National University’s 
Strategic and Defense Studies 
Center in Canberra. He con- 
tributed this comment to the M 
(emotional Herald Tribune, ia 
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1898: Lagos Incident 


Habibie could quickly evapo- 
r. Suharto' 


scon- 


rate without-Mr. 
turning patronage. 

So who wUl be the presi- 
dent's long-term successor if 
not Mr. Habibie? The strongest 
candidates appear to be die cur- 
rent vice president and former 
armed forces commander Try 
Sutrisno; Mr. Suharto's eldest 
daughter, Siti Hardianti Ruk- 
mana, and Information Minister 
Hartono, a retired army chief. 

Mrs. Rukmana and Mr. Har- 
tono are the least likely to suc- 
ceed Mr. Suharto because they 
cany too much political bag- 
gage. Mr. Try has an outside 


PARIS — [The Herald says in 
an Editorial:] A telegram from 

British native troops o?Borea in 
the Lagos Hinterland, and the 
subsequent arrival on the spot of 
a French officer who ordered the 
British flag to be hauled down. 
This request being disregarded, 
he withdrew with his forces, re- 
fusing the offers of a conference 
made by the British command- 
er. Such is the incident which 
caused a great sensation in the 
House of Commons. 


letter written by Dr. Gruetznetii© 
protest against the conviction-of 
Dr. James. Mayor of Duisburg; 
and sentence of one month’s im- 
prisonment for defying TB5 
French authorities, is the most 
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sensational sanction yet taken^l 
against any individual German. r \ 


1948: De Valera Loses 


1923: German Expelled 


DUBLIN — John A. CostellcP 
Dublin lawyer, was elected 
Prime Minister of Eire after PSS 
liament defeated Eamon fX 
Valera’s bid for a. return :: flo 
power. Mr. De Valera had briBg 
Prime Minister for sixteen yesfi* 


DUSSELDORF — Dr. Gruet- 
zner. President of the Prussian 
Government District, in which 
are included DQsseldorf and the 
Ruhr area, was arrested by the 
French and expelled from oc- 
cupied into unoccupied German 
territory. This step, which is due 
to the alleged insulting tone of a 


His downfall brought Eire 

third Premier since creation’. w 


die Irish Free State in 1921- 
De Valera's predecessor 
William Cosgrave. who 
ted a treaty with Britain 
the Free State. Mr. De Vi 
opposed the treaty and elc ...... 

years ago fostered a new Lw 
constitution which formed tw 
independent Republic of Ei^- CJ 
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Rushing to Clone People 
The Seed of a Bad Idea 


By Ellen Goodman 

B oston— T o be &antr v( > . 

had a Utile trouble tS the rJ^r^S! We ve - secn paid sur ' 
• j business of human clone-making ^5 

t wE cel- BKe £fi 


trouble taking the rogaie mothers and custody di^- 

" "*~ s over frozen embryos. 

ebrated ’ would-be cione-mak^-" t ve had P 60 ? 1 * 1 who wanl 
cione maker, to harvest sperm from dead men. 


1 Richard Seed Would you take 
’your infertility problems to 
someone named Seed** 

When Mr. Seed, a Chicago 


*?c jc'.ac- , V LK 1 physicist, announced that he was 
' .. ,0SI S» than • S° m S «> begin cloning people. I 

. - n.L * thoughl the business motto alone 


■hhli'.ifij 
I c.-nr.i;! 



and would-be grandparents who 
tried to use their dead daughter's 
ovum to create a baby. 

At no time was there a public 
consensus or even discussion be- 
fore the fact. The decisions were 
essentially left to fertility doctors 
and their customers. 

The loose and largely unreg- 
ulated nature of fertility treatment 
is partly due to arguments about 
reproductive freedom that spill 
over from the abortion debate. 
The advancing technology is also 

Vh^nmcnM u v protected under the rubric of free 

prospect alone would have scientific inquiry 
ulled any lingering support for But the Z-mii, 


'-hie C i- 

OTC L*? t0 P ; “Wentical 
*ftirt ' | Twins — 30 Years Apart!” 

' \*i% f This 69-year-old who 
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Amid Its Troubles , Japan 
Revels in Olympic Feats 


Bv Steven R. Weisman 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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j Mr. Seed. 

The whole thing has had the 
. aura of high comedy, not cutting- 
: edge science. But Mr. Seed 
planted a reminder in the fertile 
: public imagination. 

Soon after his announcement. 
Dolly the sheep was followed by 
t George and Charlie the calf 
■ clones. We are told that pigs are in 
i the offing. A general notion has 
| grown that sooner or later, some- 


tfvvir ri - 

flfetfy Crsrr.- 
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"i the l.nurtji, ler- — — - 

- :-n-. j:r.. . .inaanji ! where or other, somebody will try 

'cn’enm’ in 1 *9 reproduce another body. 

•a . tj...... * p | Now, in rapid order, the White 

-C.T.: r -i i-->V n 'House called for a five-year ban 

• - > • ' on o^oning people, the Food and 

. - - ^ j Drug Administration warned 

.... T..“ f*" 1 - | against cloning without its per- 

v. 1 mission, and two pieces of anti- 

; cloning legislation were filed in 
.. r | ihe U.S. Senate. 

r r '-;i'JLE ; - How did we get so far afield so 

- - “r :7 :! .--h-L [fast? 

...: pas^S Human reproductive technol- 

/ " ’ ; ! ogy has been treated as if it were 

- r < just another bastion of free en- 

.terprise. The business has been 
: . ' : r. . £•• cr.sr • driven by infertility. In this world, 
' v.r rjpr: ; the customer is always right Sup- 
7 . ■; :ri Ns. ply must meet demand. 

; r.' -_n Bj£L J The desire of adults for children 

■?:: r* ri -has led us, with the best of in- 
_• . • t : c •» >; .tendons, down some very dimly 
: . . . . C •~s \} r J lit ethical alleys. 

.r *:-!:" m i In 1978, when Baby Lonise 
.... ’,cameoutofthetesTtube,downthe 

.. .. . a ; birth canal and into die public 
i limelight, in vitro fertilization was 
•- .• -&!■ | a shock. Now it's nearly routine. 


would line up to be cloning guinea 
pigs but, as Ms. Andrews says, ‘ T 
think we are creating needs rather 
than meeting Lhem. 

There is no “need” fora clone. 
And no excuse. 

The medical risks of failure are 
horrendous. In cloning sheep, the 
rate of success was one healthy 
Dolly for 277 attempts. We have 
no idea how much greater the 
chances of miscarriage or deform- 
ities are for humans. 

As for the ethical, legal, psy- 
chological. philosophical risks of 
success — the odds are even 
worse. The legal world is already 
asking whether a clone is a person 
or a copy of a person. Does the 
original “own” the copy? What 
does it say about a parent who 
reproduces himself or herself? 
what does it mean to a child? That 
he or she is a commodity? 

When we talk about bans, 
someone in the scientific com- 
munity inevitably warns us about 
stopping progress. But as the 
Democratic version of the Senate 
anti-cloning legislation suggests, 
it is not that hard to keep medical 
research on track while forbid- 
ding the creation of a human 
clone. 

Spare us Mr. Seed and any oth- 
er little seedlings getting ready to 
cash in on clones. This is one idea 
that has to be nipped before the 
bud. 

The Boston Globe. 


Netanyahu’s Failures 

Regarding “ Israelis View 
Peace Process as on ‘Artificial 
Respirator" (Fch.4): 

It is simply appalling to see 
that, once again, peace is escaping 
the Middle East. While it has be- 
come fashionable to blame Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu for being brutal 
toward the Palestinians, it is no 
less appropriate to consider how 
he has failed his fellow Jews. 

He promised peace and security 
when he was elected. There is no 
peace. The Jews are now closer 
than ever to fighting one another, 
religious versus secular, nation- 
alist versus pacifist. 

Nor is there security. Suicide 
bombings have resumed and a re- 
surgence of the intifada is now 
threatening. 

When things have come to such 
a point, questioning the govern- 
ment's policies is no longer a mat- 
ter of domestic politics but a mat- 
ter of survival. 

BERNARD HENRY. 

Garches, France. 

Capitalism’s Promise 

Regarding “People First: The 
World Economy Needs Regula- 
tion" (Opinion, Feb. 13) by Wil- 
liam Pfaff: 

Mr. Pfaff returns to a favorite 
theme: Free-market capitalism 
and globalization represent a na- 


ive ideology that holds that the 
“universal search for individual 
self-aggrandizement automatic- 
ally promotes collective happi- 
ness.” This sneering character- 
ization of individual choice is a 
backhanded way of saying that 
other people do not understand 
what is in their own best interest 
as well as Mr. Pfaff does. 

Mr. Pfaff repeats the elitist 
fairy tale that pretends globali- 
zation exploits nearly all workers 
and benefits no one but a few 
malevolent multinational corpor- 
ations. Bui the fact is that free 
markets have proved to be much 
less flawed than any other system 
in creating wealth and opportunity 
for the average person. 

Mr. Pfaff revels m a patrician 
contempt for modem economics 
and free markets. But he is in- 
different to the huge, often des- 
perate world below his privileged 
perch. The planet holds nearly 6 
billion people, most of them poor, 
who must eventually be brought 
into the world economy. Free- 
market capitalism is beginning to 
do this. 

BRIAN REJCHENBACH. 

Bacolod City, Philippines. 

Modern Music 

Regarding "How to Separate 
the Old and the New: Let's Hear It 
for Musical Ghettos" (Features. 
Feb. ID: 


Finally, somebody said it: CIas» 
sical and modem music, and their 
respective audiences, haie noth- 
ing in common. 

it's a disgrace that all the vi- 
olinists who have had eo practice 
from childhood to get to a pro- 
fessional level ore forced to end 
up playing Stockhausen, Boulez 
and their ilk. 

Isn’t it time for somebody to 
challenge the modem-music estab- 
lishment and say the emperor is 
wearing no clothes? As a composer 
and music lover. I've fonnd that if 
there is no feeling behind the mu- 
sic. it’s not worth being played. 

MARTIN HEIDARI. 

Bad Vilbel, Germany. 

An Appetite for Tea 

Far from being composed of the 
finicky doily-based mini-sand- 
wiches prepared by the etiquette 
expert for Dave Barry' (“.4 Cold 
Beer Guide to Good Manners." 
Feb. 14) “high tea" in England is 
a robust tea-cum-supper served to 
children or hungry workers who 
prefer to eat their evening meal 
immediately upon returning 
home. A favorite high tea when I 
was a child in Yorkshire consisted 
of ham with a fried egg on top and 
"hot cakes,” freshly baked rolls 
of soda bread. 

ADRIENNE FARRELL 
JACKSON. 

Bougy-Viiiars, Switzerland. 


N EW YORK — The Olympics 
always present a full palette 
of feelings about the athletes. But 
for me, what stands out at Nagano 
this w inter is the Japancseness of 
the Olympics and the way the 
Games open a window into a 
country at a time of pessimism 
and seif-doubt. 

The Japanese are not known for 
their displays of emotion, yet 
emotions over the victories of Jap- 
anese athletes have flooded forth. 

MEANWHILE 

The Games seem to be serving as 
both catharsis and reflection of 
Japan’s current difficulties. 

Seven years ago, when Nagano 
was chosen for the Olympics. Ja- 
pan was at the top of its game. 
Then the economic bubble burst, 
and the logic of serving as 
Olympic host turned upside 
down. To its embarrassment. Ja- 
pan was forced to scale back its 
extravagant promises to pay travel 
and other expenses for athletes. 
The Japanese are now worried 
that the billions spent for the 
Games will leave mountainous 
debts and useless arenas too costly 
to keep up. 

Sullenness over the cost has 
been momentarily banished by the 
thrill of Japan's first individual 
gold medals in the Winter 
Olympics since the 1972 Sapporo 
Gomes. The whole country has, 
gone wild over gold medals for 
Tae Satoya in the women’s mogul 
skiing event and Hiroyasu Shim- 
izu in speed skating, in a deeply 
moving gesture in a land of an- 
cestor worship, Saroya carried a 
picture of her father, who died in 
July, in her breast pocket, while 
Shimizu visited his father's grave 
the day after his victory to reff him 
the news. 

As for the opening ceremonies, 
what could have been a spectacle 
of strutting was instead loaded 
with self-abasement and cross- 
cultural confusion. The artificial 
doves, looking like origami bal- 
loons, were described by announ- 
cers as gestures of atonement for 
Japanese misdeeds earlier in the 
centuiy. The appearance of Seiji 
Ozawa of the Boston Symphony 
seemed aimed at burying some ill 
feelings of a different kind. It was 
a reminder of how he bad left 
Japan as a young man, only to 
return in a disastrous visit in the 


1960s, when the NHK Symphony 
rebelled against his brash Amer- 
ican style and refused to play for 
him. 

The conductor has been wel- 
comed back in recent years, and 
his rendition of Beethoven’s 
“Ode to Joy” marked a full re- 
conciliation. 

The Japanese are fascinated by 
how others perceive them and of- 
ten willingly embrace outsiders' 
perceptions. 

In the 19th century. English 

visitors said Japan's central 
mountains reminded them of 
Switzerland. Presto, they became 
the Japan Alps. But what pos- 
sessed the Japanese to have the 
figure skater Midori Iio light the 
Olympic torch accompanied by 
“Unbeldi" from Puccini's “Ma- 
dame Butterfly,” evoking Japan’s 
seduction and betrayal by the 
United States? 

These Olympics have been 
justly praised for eschewing the 
hucksterism of Atlanta. But. as is 
often the case with Japan, the situ- 
ation is more complicated. The 
mastermind of the games is the 
mysterious Yoshiakj Tsutsumi, 
one of the wealthiest men in the 
world, and the owner of Japan's 
biggest luxury hotel chain. 

As head of the Olympic Or- 
ganizing Committee, the tycoon 
persuaded the Japanese govern- 
ment to spend billions of dollars 
on improvements in Nagano, in- 
cluding a bullet train from Tokyo. 
By no coincidence, all these ex- 
penditures greatly benefited his 
many ski resorts and hotels in the 
area.' He was forced to resign as 
chairman of the organizing com- 
mittee when such rewards became 
an embarrassment. But his role is 
a perfect illustration of Japan's 
problems with crony capitalism, 
and the mixture of public goods 
and private enrichment that has 
got Japan into so much economic 
trouble in 'recent years. 

The 1964 Summer Games in 
Tokyo are remembered because 
they left a legacy of superhigh- 
ways and marked the arrival of a 
rebuilt, democratic postwar Ja- 

[ >an. The Nagano Olympics seem 
ikely to be recalled as a moment 
when the Japanese celebrated 
their Olympic accomplishments 
and yet were reminded of the trou- 
bles they tried so hard to set 
aside. 

The New York Times. 
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Towns, a Death 
rand America's Dilemma 



By Alex Koilowitz3I7 pages. $24.95. 

. .. !$anA. Talesd Doubleday. 

' ‘ v-Y/jS Reviewed by Richard Bernstein 

iT\F all of the many books written 
... 'Lai ? 19 about race in America in the past 
W 'V.'. .. V 'couple of years, none has been quite like 

. .. V^ii d ^Tbe Other Side of the River,” Alex 

7 • • ‘ .,.7^ visit JCptlowitz’s nuanced and absorbing ac- 
' . ; \ 5 jpqun t of the my sterioo s death of a young 

• ' : ' ” , -• nul^ Jjjack man in southwestern Michigan in 

^ jKodowitz, a former Wall Street Jour- 
• it 1 nal reporter whose last book 


was 


black community afflicted by drug- 
dealing gangs, a murder rate three times 
as high as New York’s or Chicago’s and 
many of the other ills normally found in 
bigger inner-dty communities. 

When Eric’s body was found, police 
tended to believe that he had been the 
victim of an accidental drowning, not an 
unusual occurrence at that point in the 
river, and most people in St Joseph 
accepted their explanation. In Benton 
Harbor, die prevailing belief was that 
Eric had been murdered and that the 
crime, one of white racism, was being 
covered up by the white-dominated Sl 
J oseph police. 

Or, as Kotlowitz puts this early on: 
“In the tumultuous weeks and months 
following the discovery of Eric McGin- 
nis’ body, as the police tried to find out 
how he had ended np in the river, the 
contour of relations between the two 
communities came into focus: the mis- 
trust, the misunderstanding and the fear 
— even of the truth. Eric's death became 
a kind of ’ ‘Rashomon” of the races, with 
relations between the towns distorting 


. -v {"There Are No Children Here,” a 199 1 

- • "V. k Study of a Chicago housing project, 

J n; ^ four years looking into this mys- 
jjejy, trying to answer the basic ques- 

- -••• • ‘'Linkt* jaons: Was the death of the young man a 
V- '""r.dPBld^ Spine or an accident? And if it was a 

who committed it? 1 WIOUVUD uiAW\<VU u*v m/wtmv “‘D —— — £ — ~~~ 

;*■ ' j -dc.i; Hesprinkles his text with numerous the perceptions of what happened on the Reeves’s actions and responses, carefully 

.... .. ^ intriguing details of these essential night he disappeared.” catalogued by Kotlowitz, make him out 

' .*ri £■ xHYihlMri « hut he never resolves them. in the aftermath of the OJ. Simpson to be not just a conscientious man but also 

case, the reflexive difference of view one of almost 


Kotlowitz’s portrait is by no means an 
entirely depressing one. He records 
plenty of racial hatred on the white side 
of the fence, including people who use 
the word “nigger ' 1 almost as a matter of 
course. These are the people who feel 
that Eric, in coming into the white town 
the fateful night of his disappearance — 
and, according to some, dancing with 
white girls at a local juice bar and pos- 
sibly stealing money from an unlocked 
car — got what he deserved. On the 
black side, there is some heavy racial 
posturing and a number of episodes of 
what comes across as an irrational, ver- 
itably paranoid suspicion of all whites. 

But on both sides Kotlowitz also 
manages to find a decent moral middle, 
a group of individuals striving to reach 
beyond racial group-think to a sense of 
common humanity. One such person is 
Ruth McGinnis, Eric’s mother, among 
whose theories is that Eric may actually 
have been killed by some other black 
youths with whom he had ran afouL 

Another is Jim Reeves, the white de- 
tective responsible for the investigation. 


‘ ; l^rs! ^ problems, but he never resolves them. 
: while this leads the reader to a 
v.- :i, ' 7 ^ £ .i®rtain sense of frustration, it also 
^‘.festers a deeper appreciation for the 
. t nj 5 * stubborn nnresolvability of many events 
;_v - : in the real world. 

-*,, r As he takes us on his journey. 
' , .rtfi^'Kotlowitz succeeds in his real puipose, 
- . . . ' which is to amplify onr understanding of 


one ot almost saintly forbearance. But 
Reeves, too, makes some mistakes, and 
Kotlowitz, who provides intriguing if in- 
conclusive evidence that Eric may indeed 
have been murdered by Sl Joseph whites, 
does not hesitate to point them oul 
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..... . ’ ^The many ways, subtle and not so subtle, 

.j i^'.in. which past experience and present 
r ' ^ ) ^dBrcumstance continue to divide the 
■. l &JBtes into separate subjective camps. 

- ’• "Mi#? ■"'Tbe victim was a 16 -year-old, Eric 




between blacks and whines is more or 
less what we would expect it to be, so 
Kotlowitz 's portrait of these two Middle 
American towns does not exactly come 
as a surprise. What makes thi§ story so 
is the way die author re- 
moves 
and _ 

trustworthy hands, the death of young 
Eric McGinnis ramifies into a vivid 
American microcosm, a telling tableau 
.n^r-VIho victim was a 16 -year-oia, tsne of the way we are. 

: Wvf. ifcGmnis, whose body was fished out Kotlowitz goes to extraM*naiy 

-'7 >>of the SL Joseph River on May 22, 1991, lengths to solve the mystery of Enc s 
three days after he disappeared. The death, sifting the contradictory evidence, 

" - • over mais a familiar divide in Amer- interviewing witness, hanging wit with 

life the chief detective in charge of the case 

: 'AV’est of iL alone the shores of Lake and with Eric’s grieving mother. At one 

St 

rent wind coaid blow a floating even, for rest of ns to contemplate, 
river is Benton Harbor, a mostly body upstream. 


Joseph that “one can't help 
being aware of the turbulence of one and 
the tranquillity of the other.” 

Through all of the confusion created 
by Eric McGinnis’s death, die competing 
subjectivities, the contradictions in the 
available evidence, the frequent duplicity 
of memory, Kotlowitz never loses sight 
of that essential fact. It is the difference 
between the two towns, one white, one 
black, that anchors his story, gives it its 


New York Times Service 



By Alan Tmscott 
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Some useful clues to the 
roodern bidding style have 
been provided by two new 
authors at 6260 Grand 



■^i ■'.01 

‘ . "JrtHtt one Koaweu nave «vu »*e «Yn- 

V' world titles and are maich-pomti acncsi and wn 

^ to win more but have ventiom iwedbyi top jrtays*- 

Y MJ revealed their secrets in The diagramed dea^in* 


r Cohen arid David 


cates the value of inserting a 
bid to help partner find the 


South wins the opening 
club lead with dummy’s ace 
and takes a trump finesse, los- 
ing to the king. Another club 
lea d is ruffed, and South 
cashes the spade ace. He then 
leads a small diamond, and 
West must be alert. South's 
opening bid followed by a 
jump to game makes it dear 
that he musL have the dia- 
mond ace and the heart kiog- 
So West must grab the dia- 
mond king, and return a dia- 


NORTH 
4 Q 10 6 3 
<775 

6Q10962 

*A8 


WEST 

*K4 

0 AQ92 
0 K73 
»Q953 


EAST 

*75 

9883 

085 

*K J.1076-1 



WowiE, who are likely to \A6 i to JielppannCT monc j. Then he mustmake 

^^|d_hon^s^eday, twoh^tneks at *efim^ 


-been slightly more forth- 
- JR®. .Cohen has effective- 
developed the Law of Total 
>. which guides players 
’ * bid in 


lowing a taltMOt double 
shows a limit raise or better, 
and South bids game. But 
East has had a chance to bid 

clubs, indicating die safetf 
opening lead to his partner. 


But if he fails to take the dia- 
mond king he will be end- 
played by the third round of 
diamonds and the game will 
succeed. 


SOUTH (D) 

* A J982 
9KJ104 
e A U 

42 

Both sides are vulnerable. ^ The bW- 


ding: 

South 

West 

North 

East 

I A 

DbL 

2N.T 

3* 

4* 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

West leads the dub three. 
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jbi Electronics’ Future, 

|4 Microscopic Revolution 

^fano tubes Expected to Replace Silicon Devices 


\ By Malcolm W. Browne 

f New York Tutus Service 

S cientists experimenting with 

a fascinating speck of matter 
called a single-walled carbon nan- 
6 tube say this elegantly geometrical 

r lecule is about to ignite a revolution 
electronics, computers, chemistry 
|nd new structural materials. 

< in place of the relatively large elec- 
tronic devices incorporated in silicon- 
based chips, physicists have proved that 
g is possible to create devices on an 
Atomic and molecular scale. A single 
Electron in a single-wall carbon nan- 
tttnbe could function as a micromini- 
ature transistor. 

| Nanotubes only a few atoms in dia- 
meter, which spontaneously form from 
hexagonal arrays of carbon atoms, were 
discovered in 1991 by Dr. Sumio Iijima 
of NEC Fundamental Research Lab- 
oratories in Tsokuba, Japan. These 
tubes, actually elongated molecules, 
jorre in furnaces from vapor generated 
9y carbon arcs and lasers. They take 
their name from the nanometer, a unit of 
ifreasurement one-billionth of a meter 
— a convenient length for spe- 
oifying molecular dimensions, 
i Several recenf reports show that nan- 
0 tubes only one-50,000th the thickness 
if a human hair can perform the same 
electronic functions as vastly larger sil- 
icon-based devices. As a result, a com- 
puter based on nanotube devices could be 
tjxtremely compact, fast and powerful. 


| A LEX ZettI and his research group 
7-\ atthe University of California at 
J L V Berkeley recently showed that 
when two slightly dissimilar nanotube 
molecules were joined end to end, the 
^junction” between them functioned as 
tin electronic device called a diode. Di- 
odes are the basis of rectifiers, devices 
that are commonly used to convert al- 


Relaied sues on the Internet: 

• Properties of over 10,000 compounds 
from National Institution of Standards 
and Technology at: webbook.nist.gov 

• Latest information from the NASA 
Ames Space Science Division: 

science jias.nasa.gov/-han/toril 
repart.html 

• University working on research: 
physics I .bcrkeley.edu/researrh/ 

meeucn/peoplefbackrath/researchJitml 


temating current into direct current. 

“When we grow nanotubes,” Dr. 
Zeal said, ‘ ‘electronic devices naturally 
form on them. 7 * 

As ever smaller electronic devices are 
needed to improve the speed and power 
of computers, “the silicon industry is 
coming up against a brick wall/' Dr. 
ZettI said. The solution may be to re- 
place the silicon-based devices used 
today with minoscale carbon mole- 
cules, which would have another ad- 
vantage: They conduct heal much faster 
than silicon and therefore would be 
more suitable for microelectronics. 

L OOKING farther into the future. 
Dr. ZettI suggested that clumps of 
carbon nanotubes might spontan- 
eously organize their electronic interac- 
tions into complex webs analogous to the 
neural networks of die brain- The density 
of nanotube interconnections achieved 
by clumping them together is staggering; 
if all the nanotube carbon molecules that 
could be packed into a one-half-inch cube 
were laid end to end, they would extend 
250,000 miles (400,000 kilometers). 

Dr. ZettI speculated in an interview 
that a random jumble of nanotubes in 
such a cube could generate a network of 
nanocomputers that might be able to par- 
form complex tasks and reconfigure it- 
self to improve its own efficiency. 

Such a ‘ ‘tube cube,” as Dr. ZettI calls 
the ima g inary nanotube brain, may nev- 
er materialize. But recent research of- 
fers strong evidence that nanolubes 
have, at least, a great electronic future. 

Research reported in October by Dr. 
ZettI and his colleagues produced ev- 
idence that a single nanotube molecule 
could contain many tiny devices: tran- 
sistors and other essential components 
of electronic systems. 

At NASA’s Ames Research Center at 
Moffett Field in California, a group re- 
cently reported that by inserting (Meets 
into the junctions between metal-like# 
nanotubes and semiconductor nanotubes, 
it had created a variety of junction types 
within a single nanotube molecule. 

A pair of papers published in January 
in the journal Nature, one by chemists at 
Harvard University and the other by 
scientists at Delft University of Tech- 
nology in the Netherlands and Rice Uni- 
versity in Houston, independently re- 
ported the discovery that die electronic 
properties of a nanotube depended on 
the molecule’s twist. 

Chemists describe the raw material of 
nanotubes as sheets of graphite only one 
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In a Few Atoms, Many Possibilities 


Nanotubes, molecules made mainly of carbon atoms, might one day 
replace silicon chips in computers much smaller than today’s models. 
Nanotubes can be formed from condensed carbon vapor and they are 
1 /50.000th as thick as a human hair. Here are some types of nanotubes 
and their electrical properties. 


ALT / Q&A With Paul OteUini 


BASIC NANOTUBE UtflT 

(Benzene ring) . 


CONDUCTOR 




Carbon atom e 


Main axis of the nanotube 


When the carbon rings Tine up with the main aids of a nanotube. the 
molecule conducts electricity as easily as if it were metal. 


SEMICONDUCTOR 


Helical twist 



When the pattern of hexagonal rings in a nanotube is twisted, the 
nanotube acts like a semiconductor. That means it conducts electricity 
only after a certain threshold is reached. 


When two nanotubes, one a conductor and one a semiconductor, are 
joined into one molecule, their junction acts like a diode, permitting 
electric current to flow only In one direction. 

Flow of current 



sail 
CONDUCTOR 


Source: University of CaSbnva et Berkeley 
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atom thick that are condensed from car- 
bon vapor. Carbon atoms linked togeth- 
er in graphite sheets spontaneously form 
a pattern resembling chicken wire. 

When such a sheet rolls itself into a 
tube so dial its edges join seamlessly 
together, a nanotube is formed. Usually, 


hemispherical caps form at the ends of 
each tube, closing it. 

The group in the Netherlands and the 
Harvard team both repeated that there 
was a strong relationship between a 
nanotube' s electronic properties and its 
diameter and degree of twist. 


A Push to Provide ‘Safe Playgrounds’ in Cyberspace 


By Denise Caruso 

New York Times Service 

N EW YORK — One of the most 
striking paradoxes of Internet 
culture is that children are the 
most computer literate among us, but 
their vulnerability to on-line predators 
prevents their being able to enjoy or 
explore freely what is likely to be the 
defining medium of their lives. 

How can on-line services create a safe 
place for children to meet and play to- 
gether while at the same time protecting 
them from pedophiles and unscrupulous 
marketers who often pose as children? 
And how can we keep children away 
from pornographic adult sites, which are 
accessible at the click of a mouse? 

Today’s solutions to the porno- 
graphy problem, at least, are not work- 
ing very well. For example, so-called 
filtering programs such as Cybersitter, 
Net Nanny and Cyberpatrol are sup- 
posed to block access to a constantly 
updated list of adult World Wide Web 
sites. But an article in September’s is- 
sue of Consumer Reports noted that all 
were relatively easy to circumvent 
Thomas Morgan, a longtime on-line 
executive and president of Nvolve Inc„ 
a company that develops on-line com- 
munities, has devised a solution he calls 


the Safe Playgrounds Initiative. He has 
been discussing it privately for several 
months with various U.S. organizations, 
including the Electronic Frontier Foun- 
dation, a civil liberties group, and the 
Chiidreo’s Advertising Review Unit of 
the Better Business Bureau. 

Mr. Morgan is now going public 
with the initiative, which he developed 
after deciding to build an on-line com- 
munity for children and realizing that 
all the security measures were too com- 
plex or constricting. 

For example, the popular Disney 
Web site, to protect its young users and 
its reputation as a family company, 
allows children to communicate only 
inside its Disney Blast area, which not 
only requires registration but asks par- 
ents to specify with whom their chil- 
dren are allowed to communicate. 

“Parents can drop the restriction if 
they want, ' 7 said Jake Winebaum, pres- 
ident of Disney Online. “But if they do, 
we educate them about the con- 
sequences of their decision. 7 ’ 

Mr. Morgan wants to change the rules 
of engagement. “We wanted children to 
be able to go to places on the Web where 
they can feel safe to explore and play,” 
he said. “We also wanted so mething 
(hat doesn't require every consumer to 
be a Web genius — something simple. 


dean and easily applied/ 7 

The result was Safe Playgrounds, 
which Mr. Morgan is now asking in- 
dustry executives and politicians to 
support Its tenets are: 

• To develop a “kid’s browser’ ’ that 
includes an unbreakable bit of software 
code that Mr. Morgan is calling a G-bit, 
for general audience. This identifies the 
user as someone who is either under 18 
years old or does not want to see adult 
material. Web publishers then rate and 
code their own sizes, and anyone who 
shows up at an adult site with this G-bit 
will be denied access. 

• To stop sexual and commercial 
predators who seek out children on-line, 
by means of what Mr. Morgan calls the 
Safe Playground Law, which would 
make it a federal crime for an adult to 
impersonate a child on-line in any site 
declared a Safe Playground. 

•To develop Safe Playground qual- 
ification criteria, including tnuned 
monitors in chat rooms to keep an eye 


child’s full name, physical address or 
personal e-mail address would ever be 
revealed; an agreement to inform par- 
ents when sites are collecting data about 
youngsters; and an agreement to display 
only clearly identified, age-appropriate, 
non coercive advertising messages. 


“The Safe Playground criteria are 
very closely in sync and may even sur- 
pass what we’re trying to get the in- 
dustry to do/ ’ said Elizabeth La Scoutx, 
vice president of the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus and the director of its 
Children’s Advertising Review Unit. 

Some executives, including Mr. 
Winebaum of Disney, predict that en- 
acting an initiative like Safe Play- 
grounds will be difficult, but he is also 
adamant that an industrywide, mandat- 
ory solution is “the only way to solve the 
problem on the scale that's required.” 

Lori Fena, chairman of the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, agreed. “No one 
wants to pay to babyproof the Net. but 
everybody is willing to support creating 
child-safe areas like playgrounds in the 
real world,” she said. “This initiative is 
the most sane thing I've seen yet — 
socially, legally and econorrucally/’ 

SITES 

Related sites on the Internet: 

• The Children's Advertising Review 
Unit of the Council of Better Business 
Bureaus is at www.bbb.org/advertising/ 
childrensMonitorJttml 

• Company sites: www.nvolveldds.cond 
parents Juml and wwwjUsneyblast.com 


A s executive vice president for 
Intel Corp.’s sales tor the past 
four years, Paul Otellini has fo- 
cused on extending the ctripmaker’s 
global presence. Mr. OteUini, 47, who 
has been with Intel since 1974, took 
over last month as general manager of 
the Intel architecture business group and 
Is seen as the third-ranking Inter ex- 
ecutive behind Andrew Grove, chair- 
man, and Craig Barrett, president 
On a recent trip to Paris, he spoke 
witb editors of the International Herald 
Tribune about Intel’s place in world 
markets. 

Q. How dependent is Intel on the 
growth of your international markets? 

A. I would say very. Most of our 
business is not U.S. and hasn’t been for 
some time. I’m in a new job now, bat 
four years ago I took over sales and 
marketing for Intel. Over those four 
years, every incremental dollar to invest 
went to emerging markets. We actually 
shrunk our resources in Western Europe 
and the United States to help fund some 
of that 

The sales in emerging markets went 
from half a billion dollars a year four 
years ago to over $3 billion today. 
That’s over 50 percent of the company. 

I think hey are going to continue to 
grow as a percent. These are countries 
we defined as not covered three or four 
years ago — Latin America, Eastern 
Europe. 

Q. Do you see Europe in particular 
closing the gap technologically, making 
sales more difficult if their own pro- 
ducers emerge? 

A. From a chip perspective, there 
really aren't any European competitors, 
at least for our stuff. SGS-Thomson is 
not even on the radar screen, now. 

I think there is an issue with the fact 
that the European computer companies 
are sort of hanging on at best, and 
they’re not gaining share against the big 
multinationals. 

1 think the European computer 
companies have some soul-searching in 
terms of, “How do I compete with an 
aggressive Compaq or a pervasive 
IBM?” That's going to be tough. 

The thing that is strong, though, is 
this category that’s “other/ 7 Particu- 
larly in Europe, the “other 77 category, 
the unbranded, the brands that fall be- 
low everyone’s radar screen, is 35 per- 
cent to 40 percent of the business, de- 
pending on which country you’re in, and 
remains 35 percentlo 40 percent of the . 
business year after year. /. 

Q. Do you feel your competition in 
the future is going to be a cheaper chip 
or a bigger, better, faster chip? 

A. That question gets asked evety two 
years, every time we’re at the middle of 
a generational transition. I mean, woald 
you still use a 486 today, or a 386, or a 
286? Probably not 
There are a couple of vectors here. 




Paul OteUini, Intel vice presraetSt 

these things a hell of a lot easr^^tise: 
Ease of use requires more coyaptiiiiig 
power, not less. ' . ' 

The ultimate ease of use 
Nobody wants to deal with command 
You want to be able to taDc^to 
phrases that are human-like- sibd "not 
DOS commands. To beabletphave that 
interpretation and not have to be trained 
requires three to four tunes the com-, 
puting power that’s in a PC today. The 
good news is, computing power.rnaves 
at that rate. - / 

The other stuff is that I think^tatecaet 
commerce is right about buii&The data 
I saw was that it's at $10 billion today". It 
exited last year at a $20 billion .ton rate,, 
and there are projections that approach 
$1 trillion in the next few years. 

Andy [Grove] calls it the war: for 
eyeballs. As there is increasing com- 
petition on the Net to sell sendces/tiie 
way you sell those is the way you jffgaay 


requires computing power. 

I think it’s easy to say that^^yda 
want to do is -simplistic Web sur^gor 
word-processing or simple spre&fctieet. 
you’re right. The $800 PC gomg-tothe 
$600 or $500 appliance is mote Tfiui 
adequate for that. Botldon’tthmk that’s 
where die market's going to be. . * 

Q. As dependent as you areori in- 
ternational sales, what is the Ask, situ- 
ation now? 

A. We’re OJC. on average, on bal- 
ance. Obviously, Korea and Southeast 
Asia are troublesome — Thailand and 
Indonesia. Malaysia’s O.K/ China's 
been very strojag for us 
whOle thmg,, and a^. long .as £fona_re- 
mains strong and gtows, w6’re 
ance going to be fine 
Our business levds in Japan have 

of^asTyear to dresecond half of last 
year. - 

I have not heard a good explanation 
as to why computer sales are-down m 
Japan. I don’t, see them getting arty 


two or three years. Whar we believe in better. I think they ’re going to stay atthe 
the industry we need to do is to make current levels for some time. • 
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A glance at technology stock indexes around the world 
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Computers Raise Tots 5 Skills but Can’t Build Smarts 


By Robert O’ Harrow Jr. 

Washiirgien Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — Should you 
be worried if your 414-year- 
old has little or no experience 
on a personal computer? 

Many specialists say it hardly mat- 
ters whether children begin clacking 
and clicking away at such an early age. 
Books, blocks and playgrounds, they 
say — and lots of time talking with 
Mom and Dad — still are more im- 
portant than anything that technology 
can add to a preschooler's life. 

Remember that computers are 
simply tools that can help children 
learn, not magic boxes that make than 
smarter. But if computers are ap- 
proached the right way, parents and 
educators alike say they can help im- 
part valuable skills, if approached die 
right way. 

In many cases, that means using 
computers like a fancy toy, especially 
with the youngest. Children learn by 
exploring, building and drawing. Make 
your personal computer a natural ad- 
dition to such perennial favorites -as 
crayons, paper. Legos and other staples 
that children use to create things. 

• For starters, make shapes or whim- 
sical characters using those ubiquitous 
paint programs that come with a per- 
sonal computer's operating software. 
Print out the results and make up stories 
about them. As children play, they 
leant about colors, perspective, rela- 



Caig Ilanidon/TV Vaatongm fW 

Patrick Lane computing with his son Will, who likes to “sit and watch.” 


donships and die computer itself — 
how to move the mouse, double-click 
and issue commands. 

One technology-sawy parent, 
Patrick Lane of Maryland, said the 
paint program had been a source of 
deep fascination for his son Will, 216. 

* : He always likes to sit and watch; 
what I do is tell him what the keys and 
mouse are for," said Mr. Lane, leg- 
islative director for a Washington law 
firm and founder of a computer center 
for teachers in his county. “Basically, I 
let him draw. That's just more of a way 


to get him comfortable.'’ 

Consider also the variety of mul- 
timedia programs that allow young 
children to cruise through electronic 
storybooks crammed wim words, pic- 
tures and song. 

Educators at die Center for Children 
and Technology, a private research con- 
ceal in New Yore, say that Edmark 
Carp., Broderbund Software Inc. and 
othercompanies are offering an increas- 
ing number of programs that encourage 
young children to explore and teach 
them to make choices on their own. 


“There's a whole host of cool tools 
that are every bit as interesting as pens 
and pencils and paper and paint,' ' said 
Cornelia Brunner, a development psy- 
chologist who is assistant director of 
the center's educational development 
center. “As a creativity tool, there's 
great stuff.” 

Naomi Hupert, a senior research as- 
sociate at tile Center for Children and 
Technology, warns that too much com- 
puter time is not advisable for most 
young children — they need to play 
with other things. 

• Ms. Hupert is ambivalent about ex- 
pecting young children to play fre- 
quently on computers; she has a 5-year- 
old who has not spent much time on 
one. She worries that some parents will 
use computers to distract their children, 
much the way some use videocassette 
recorders as baby sitters. 

Ms. Hupert also cautions parents not 
to expect magic from computers and 
not to use them solely as electronic 
tutors, unless parents want to turn their 
children off to the joys of discovery and 
deeper learning. 

Young children learn best by cre- 
ating and exploring, she says, so it is 
better not to use a computer as a “skill 
and drill'' machine to prepare them for 
theoretical math or grammar tests. 

“It shouldn’t replace parents sitting 
down and reading to their child," Ms. 
Hupert said. “An important question to 
ask is, ‘What do you want the computer 
to do for your child?’ ” 


Utortf. America Tuesday dose previous ywrtadSt* 

Pacific Stock Exchange 325.24 

Technology 

Standard & Poor's 786.10 

Technology Composite 


Asia 

Toptx Electric 1731.02 k 

Source: Moron Stantey. Bloomberg News 


For technology articles from the past week, see the Technology Index on 
the IHTs World Wide Web site at http^/www.ihtcom. Articles inc/ude: ' 

• Change to Euro Is Ripe for Criminals, • Cybeibuigtais Weave a Web Around Globa, 

Fefc-13 FMK18 ’ ■ 

• High-Tech Imaging Reveals Ancient Ruins • Computer Crimestoppere Look far Ones fa ! • 

in Cambocfia, Feb. ta-is Heutere Case, ftb.18 

• France's BuB to Move Software Center to v ' 

U.S., Feb. 14-15 • Computer Rim Faces Hostile Bid, F*t>. isV ;• 

• Global One Fires Chid Over Losses, 1 ■' 

Fttb - 14-15 To reach TrbTech editors or to comment ■ 

• Games Evolve From Shoot-’Em-Upa, on IHT technology coverage, send •_ - ' 

Peh-ia e-mail to TribtachCiht.com. 


To reach TribTech edtors or to comment 
on IHT technology coverage, sand •_ 
e-mail to TribtochOihLcom. 


• PRATT & WHITNEY’S GAM- 
BLE: Hoping to regain its once-leading 
share of the global market for jet en- 
gines, Pratt & Whitney announced this 
week that it would introduce a radical 
new design that it said would result in a 
quieter, cleaner, more efficient and 
more reliable engine than any thin g now 
offered by its competitors. 

The new engine, which is expected to 
enter service in 2002, is designed to 
propel a single-aisle jetliner holding 120 
to 1 80 passengers, like the Boeing 737 
or the Airbus A320. 

The design employs a gear box that 
enables the large turbofan, which cre- 
ates most of a jet engine's thrust, to spin 
slowly while still letting the turbine mat 
powers it to spin fast The result is 
improved fuel economy and less noise. 

The new engine is not yet wedded to a 
specific airplane. a considerable gamble 
given the $350 million that the company 
has spent on development (NYT) 

• SARDINE D DISK DRIVES: 
Seagate Technology Inc. says it has 
figured out a way to use lasers, mi- 
croscopic lenses and tiny mirrors to 
potentially pack 10 to 20 times more 


data onto hard disk drives. ■ . . . 

More important, Seagate said the new 
mechanism, called Optically Assisted 
Winchester technology, will allow it to 
sidestep a huge engineering problem 
that looms over the $50 billion data 
storage industry in the next decade. Disk 
drives are the main devices that store i 
information permanently inside a com- . 
puter. (Reuters) 

• NEW CD FORMAT? Philips 
Electronics NV and Sony Coro, plan to 
jointly license the new Super Audio CD 
format, which they said could succeed 
the current CD as the industry stan- 
dard. 

The hybrid disk contains two layers 
— a fully reflective layer in the con: . 
veutional CD format, and a senn-re- 
flecrive layer in a special high-density 
format, a statement said. The high-dens- 
ity layers offer “ulna high-quality” ste- 
reo sound plus additional channels ca- 1 • 
pable of producing multichannel souni j 
and carrying such additional data as t®** ! 
and graphics, it added. . . 

It includes protection ag ains t counter: 
farting and piracy, with visible and fli: 
visible watennarkine on the ctiskS- fAE^I . 








KAZAKHSTAN 

INVESTMENT SUMMIT 

Almaty, June 4-5, 1998 


If you are interested in Kazakhstan’s wide array of investment opportunities, the 
International Herald Tribune’s Kazakhstan Investment Summit will give you 
valuable insights and an inside edge. 

H.E. President Nursultan Nazarbayev will give a keynote address at the Summit. 

Other speakers will include key members of Kazakhstan's national and regional 
governments, as well as financial, business and political leaders from around 
the world. 

The lead Summit Sponsor is Hurricane Hydrocarbons Ltd. 



For further information, please contact: 

Ursula Lewis, International Herald Tribune, 63 Long Acre, London WC2E 3JH 
jel: (44 171] 420 0309 Fax: (44 171] 836 0717 E-mail: ulewis@iht.com 
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|II4?i|New Budget 

•«|Si5 !§L* lifilflil Stock Market Rises 4% 

As Corporate Taxes Fall 



By Philip SegaJ 
tmtrnational Herald Tribune 
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HONG KONG — With the economy 
uHi stock market battered by the Asian 
financial crisis and public optimism at 
ll 5 1®*!®** |cv®l since the economic crash 
of 1983, Hong Kong’s cash-rich gov- 
ernment announced a balanced budget 
on Wednesday, featuring lower taxes 
and a hold-the-line stance on the ter- 
ritory’s fixed-exchange rate. 

£. Real estate and banking stocks — the 
If lifeblood of Hong Kong’s market — 
surged as the budget proposed a 3 per- 
1; i cent cut in the tax on corporate profits 
and a new annual deduction worth 
100,000 Hong Kong dollars (512,900) 
on residential mortgages. The measures 
are designed to revive the moribund real 
estate market, which has been 
pummcled by high interest rates. Al- 
lowances on personal taxes for most 
residents here will rise by 8 percent. 

The budget, die first since Britain 
handed the colony back to China last 
July 1. featured spending increases on 
housing and education. 

In the past, China has criticized Hong 
Kong’s financing of social programs, 
not wanting the colony’s reserves drawn 
down. 

The budget for die year beginning 
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the University ofHong Kong, said that 9! 
percent of respondents thought economic 
conditions had deteriorated since Hong 
Kong came under Chinese rule. The 
event that set off Asia's currency crisis, 
the devaluation of the Thai baht, came 
just a day after Hong Kong returned to 
Chinese sovereignty on July 1. 

With its tax cuts, the budget was 
“better than expected,” said Philip 
Niem, head of research at brokerage 
HSBC James CapeL The budget helped 
the benchmatk Hang Seng index rise 4.3 
percent, to 10,670.95. 

In the budget. Financial Secretary 
Donald Tsang sought to deal with an 
economy facing its worstfinandal crisis 
since 1983, when the Hong Kong dollar 
crashed, arid banks failed amid a panic 
caused by the news that Britain had 
agreed to hand Hong Kong back to 
China in 1997. At the time, fixing the 
Hong Kong dollar to the U.S. dollar 
helped stabilize Hong Koag. Now, 
however, this currency link has sent 
property prices plunging by as much as 
40 percent in four months as the gov- 
ernment has more than doubled interest 
rates to protect the currency. 

Mr. Tsang predicted Hong Kong's 
economy would grow by 33 percent 
this year once inflation was taken into 
account, which is rosier than the pre- 
dictions of many private economists. 

One of the most keenly anticipated 
parts of the budget speech, delivered by 
Mr. Tsang in the Provisional Legislative 
Council, dealt with the fixed exchange 
rate. There had been widespread spec- 
ulation that die government might in- 
troduce changes to the way the gov- 
ernment defends the currency, but there 
were none in the budget. 

“The system has been working as 
designed,” Mr. Tsang said. “Devalu- 
ation is not a way out. Everything we 
manufacture we make with imported 
products. Almost everything we con- 
sume we import Devalue today, and 
tomorrow all those imports would cost 
ns more.” 

Mr. Tsang also drew attention to the 
fact that 85 percent of Hong Kong’s 
trade is now in services, where the fixed 
exchange rate has made Hong Kong’s 
wages, rents and property prices seem 
higher than elsewhere in Asia. To stay 
„ competitive, Hong Kong residents have 

j’ft; been told that property prices will have 

. * to fait, although the government m- 

"jj ;K* ’,?*£, 1 cheated last week that it will try to 
i ! "s/- ii ■ *'* cushion the market from falling too far, 
T-' *:■ lest it set off a banking crisis, 
i-i S ?■ !Ihe budget also calls for an increase 
jj.-, ?, of 52 percent in spending on housing, in 
v ' -au effort to meet the targ et of 85,000 
-“Vs' 1 hew apartments per year from 1999. 
-]:i; SSyJi. Half of Hong Kong’s residents live in 

S I J?' Ffcfic housing. 
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Some say splitting the company would be a tasty reward for investors. 


Purina: Pulling Itself 
Out of the Doghouse 

Analysts Say Battery Spin- Off Would Help 


By Dana Canedy 

New York Times Service 


N! 


EW YORK — Pet owners 
love Ralston Purina Co.'s 
canine and feline cuisine. 
So why do some investors 
consider its stock adog? One problem 
is a lack of good information. The 
only high-profile member of Ralston 
Purina’s team is the pesky pink bunny 
that promotes its Energizer batteries, 
the company's other business. 

Management rarely talks to ana- 
lysts, and Wall Street does not know 
what to make of quirky Ralston Pur- 
ina, which has two chief executives to 
cover its disparate product lines. 

Steve Galbraith, who follows the 
company for Sanford C. Bernstein & 
Co., said, “They run their investor- 
re lations program like the Kremlin: A 
lot of staff goes in, but not a lot of stuff 
conies out.” 

William Stiritz, the longtime chief 
executive of the company, participat- 
ed in only two conference calls with 
investors during his tenure, according 
to analysts. One was to announce his 
appointment in 1981, and the other 
was to announce bis retirement last 
year. In the second one. Mr. Stiritz, 
who is still chairman, named two chief 
executives as his replacements, one for 
the pet-food business and one for the 
battery business. That could be a pre- 
lude to a split into two public compa- 
nies that many analysts see as a po- 
tentially lucrative move. 

“These two individual divisions 
on their own might gamer some high- 
er valuation and investor interest," 
said Steven Bregman, president of 
Horizon Asset Management and the 
author of the Spinoff Report, a news- 
letter. “Companies, even with mar- 
ket-leading businesses but otherwise 
unrelated, for some reason trade at a 
discount to where they would be if 
each traded separately.” 


Ralston Purina has been jettisoning 
smaller divisions for several years and 


next month will spin off its agricul- 
tural-products business. Excluding 
fhar unit, the company’s $4.5 billion 
in ann ual revenue is split about evenly 
between batteries ana pet food. 

Company officials did not return 
phone nails seeking comment. 

T. Rowe Price, the mutual-fund 
company, has a big stake in Ralston 
Purina and supports its decision to 


focus on batteries and pet food while 
shedding everything else, from baby 
food to ski-resort operations. 

"Both businesses are reasonably 
attractive in that one has a major lead- 
ing position and the other has a No. 2 
position,” said Arthur Cecil, an ana- 
lyst with T. Rowe Price. The pet-food 
business has benefited from premium 
products with high margins, while En- 
ergizer batteries have held their own 
against DuracelL the market leader. 

Ralston Purina, whose stock rose 
87.5 cents Wednesday to close at 
S99.8125, has been trading at about 
28 times its earnings for the post four 
quarters, a premium to the Standard & 
Poor's 500-stock index, which is at 
roughly 25 times earnings. 

But Colgate-Palmolive Co., maker 
of Hill’s Science Diet pet food, is 
trading at 32 times earnings, and Gil- 
lette Co., the parent of Duracell, is 
trading at 40 times earnings. Both 
Colgate-Palmolive and Gillette have 
a wide variety of products, making it 
difficult to conclude exactly what 
kind of premium Ralston Purina’s 
businesses could fetch. 

But a split would probably be wel- 
comed by shareholders. Over the past 
five years. Ralston Purina’s stock has 
risen 127 percent, but that trails the 
135 percent gain by tbe S&P 500. 

Most recently, its stock has been 
buffeted by questions about whether 
Asia’s troubles will depress profits. 
Ralston Purina has about half of the 
battery market in Asia, and its sales 
there account for about 12 percent of its 
revenue and 14 percent of its profit 

Ralston Purina warned investors in 
a recent regulatory filing that it ex- 
pected weakened Asian markets to 
have a significant negative impact on 
future earnings. The company report- 
ed a 20 percent increase in earnings 
from continuing operations for the 
quarter ended in December. 

Tbe company also has shown signs 
of changing its insular culture. Ex- 
ecutives have agreed to answer in- 
vestor questions at a conference of 
New York consumer-stock analysts 
this week. 

“I think Ralston is transforming 
from the Bill Stiritz era,” said John 
McMillins, who follows the company 
for Prudential Securities, “even 
though I get the feeling that Stiritz is 
still controlling the strings to some 
extent” 


CURRENCY & INTEREST RATES 


X y.'jfr Cross Rates 


Feb. is Ubld-Ubor Rates 


Feb. 18 


l DJL FJ. Lba 

vm mi uur 
JUS ’ MS UM lira' 
_ tSM *W 

_ 2JN5 HW 1*0* 


ml,- i * . ... ■ ,-iVji ■ wi» 

5V'i‘-T;i ? S3 

4>T« ii S/-ike 

vt v* . • dfrtlrr** 


■ s 

MSB 
J7JSS 
UE1 
liltt 

15443 saw ATI? 
U9M0 2MMB BUS 

— un mu 
inn usa un 

Qts> 2B27 .tftt 
US UM uw 

Wff urn taut 
1X29 tins uw 
i3i0 antJ us? 


— uns* UBS litt* 
p -MS W 

a an us* uw u* 

13454 014941 MW WXH 


a Pesdi 
LOSS U»* 
Alt MS* 
1105 UBS’ 

umsuia 


Pillar 

1-jTwnft S14-5* 

3- month SVi-SYu 3¥*-3Vi 
6-month M-5VU 


Swiss 

Franc 

T-1VW 


French 

Sterflno Franc Ym ECU 
7V».Ty4 3%-3 , Wi Vi*- t yi*4V»-4Vii 
7Vi4 ■ 7?a 4Va-4Vt* 'VB-iyurfV*- 4V* 
7VH-7VW 3».3Tk 


y. m acu* 75.W 4.HS4 HUB UUB- WJK 

§g Zt SUM 0J5 UM law 

Si Sr % s- S I.5S- Z B 

s & 3 »• j ar s s 

Sue wm «» ■» 


7JyOT SVi-S% m-4Mi 7fk-7Vi. 3^-W Vn-Vufim-A Vn 


WwffJ Of Si mOton minimum (or equivalent}. 


uaa IMA 
ion uau 


- i; " ; '.biia-S’J Sjw. 

twmto 
AH* . 

lea-..- ■ 

IS0R • 

■ J^iospltidihsterdm, London AiMn Parti 

Othirir' Dollar Values 

•fit?. t W •- ^ Fees Wrt-qp- 

'• I-"*' JteLpw .OM ««***. IJ274 

^ ":v . &*** -IMS? MaeftoB* 74143 

PMtWM "43 

ioda.npM 1 
Iridic 
kraWsM. 


Key Money Rates 


mtBH States 
Djscoontrate 
Prime rate 
Fadenfl funds 
KHtOT aw (docw 
IlMarCPMMO 
HL3Hafk-A 



Skc"® 

2*»tarai« 3445 
6.9555 


p— 

55368 


Hong KoafS ZMUj 

(LOT! Foitw* 1 * 

3407 T EMSiWli W* 


KnrAur 

Mdtoy-rtM- 


05025 

set 


SHSrfrsl 
stos-s 


17505 


Qrnmef 

S. Air, rand 
S.Kor.wen 
SwwLhnaa 

-Trims 

Thai bihil 
TurhbhdR 
UAEdblMM 
Venn. bade. 


Per* 

4.938 

TrieSLO 

8.7263 

3253 

46.05 

22524a 

34730 

51550 


j-mooth T-4>« 
i^wT^a 
2 -ytarHwte 
5^#orT«*» 
7^»nr T-not* 
linear T-nrte 



T«nr 

PMV 

Britain 




540 

500 

Bask bare rota 

7* 

m 


tWi 

a» 

CaHmmy 

7M 

n» 


svi 

500 

l-mentti Ifltortxmk 

79* 

79* 


5J3 

553 

3-TMitti interim* 

Tk 

Th 


533 

433 

6-reMtH Interim* 

7% 

7Yi 


5.73 

515 

10-fmtGM 

594 

593 

Pffca 

YMd 

Pre* 




5.05 

5.18 

5.17 

fman 



5.01 

526 

524 

Interrenfloa rate 

538 

530 

700-00 

536 

532 

CoH meaty 

3W 

3* 

700498 

544 

539 

l-reonA Interim* 

3fi* 

39* 

111-I1 

553 

550 

3-WHrift hteriwt* 

3V* 

37V 

100-04 

548 

543 


3Vi 

3U 

104-03 

5.83 

579 

10-VMfOAT 

3.95 

496 


14665 



•^pnrard Rates 


3Moy *MeV 


jMr Oumov 


14354 

14376 

14231 


14328 

74368 

IJ1W 


14277 

14362 

14768 


Jopanestyw 
Swiss tec 


3HW 

12548 

14692 


4MW 


12549 

14635 


won 

12440 


14580 


5-fc; v v, - i ; I 

r'df ?• »..»* • ' r-*- > --f i'’ • 

7^" 


DtscDsotrat* 

CaBmooev 

iHWODth tslertwnh 

OHnooth WerlMHh 
SwnltiWvtMnk 
l^y«arG«vlbowl 


OOSB 

050 

041 

0.73 

1.10 

aw 

1.93 


Prev 

050 

043 

0.73 

1.10 

0.90 

1.96 


Sovnn: Route r% 


Merritt 


Lynch. Bonk of Tolryo-MIlsuoishl. 
CaimmzBortt, C/adatyamats. 


Gold 


OM. PJ4. Cb*ge 


Zurich 


Untedrah 
Cuaunnev 
UDOoth tolerhort 
kdertank 
toWtask 
lO^MrBmd 


450 

3J9 

347 

352 

340 

4.93 


450 

340 
348 
353 

341 
4.93 


29755 29030 -055 
397 JU 298.15 -1.15 
NewYerh 29950 299.10 —040 
U&rkOmpnaima.LmlanolMBl 


rod dosiaa paces; New Ybrk t 
tAufU 


Source: Reuters. 


Seoul Stocks Get a Lift From S&P 

Ratings Concern’s Upgrading Follows an IMF Vote of Confidence 


CuirpMivOerSLrSFnmDltpMitt 

NEW YORK — Standard & Poor's 
Corp. upgraded South Korea's foreign 
and local currency ratings Wednesday 
to reflect what it said was progress in 
implementing economic reform. 

Tbe move came a day after tbe In- 
ternational Monetary Fund gave Seoul a 
good report card on its reform efforts. 

Tbe votes of confidence helped lift 
the benchmark Kospi stock index 5.39 
percent, to 487.73 points. But the coun- 
try's currency still fell, as the dollar rose 
to 1,688 won from 1620.5 won the day- 
before. Traders said concerns about 
Asia's financial crisis were keeping the 
outlook uncertain for the won. Indone- 
sia's troubles have been a drag on the 
won in recent days. 

“Korean markets — not the stock 
market — see the difficulties ahead, and 


that’s why the won has been weak- 
ening.” said Henry Moms, a veteran 
securities analyst in Seoul. “There is a 
realization that economic recovery is 
going to take a long time to son oul” 
T7ie International Monetary' Fund 
gave South Korea good marks Tuesday 
in Washington at its first quarterly re- 
view of the country's progress under the 
IMF rescue program. 

The Fund's board of directors voted 
to immediately release another S2 bil- 
lion to South Korea, bringing the total 
aid loans released to Seoufto dare by the 
IMF to S 15 billion. 

The board expressed approval of steps 
Seoul has taken so far to bolster its strug- 
gling economy, an IMF official said. 

The IMF in December arranged a 
record 558.35 billion bailout of South 
Korea. Of the total, the IMF pledged 


S21 billion, with roughly S37.35 billion 
in loans to come from the Asia De- 
velopment Bank, the World Bank and 
national lenders. 

South Korea's economic growth in 
1998 will be I percent, according to 
revised macroeconomic targets released 
in the quarterly review. (AFP. Reuters) 

■ Seoul to Cut Civil Service Jobs 

A South Korean committee said the 
new government of President-elect Kim 
Dae Jung planned to trim the civil service 
by nearly 1 1 percent over the next three 
years, Reuters reported from Seoul. ; 

It said 17,612 jobs out of a total of 
161,855 would go. The cuts would not 
include teachers and police personnel. 
Those to be dismissed included 90.501 
public servants in main state offices and 
71354 postal and railroad w orkers. 


It’s the Olympics for Marketing, Too 

Nagano Seeks to Make Its Commercialism More Tidy Than Atlanta’s 


By Ted Anthony 

The AisocUited Prev 


NAGANO, Japan — The bookstore 
cleric was polite but adamant 

Yes, there was an American Express 
card logo on the front window. Yes, he 
usually accepted American Express. 
But Visa was an official Olympic spon- 
sor, and trafficking in AmEx-charged 
books during these weeks simply would 
not do. 

An extreme example, yes. But it 
speaks to the marketing philosophy be- 
hind the 1998 Winter Olympics. 

The credo appears to be: No sponsor 
shall go unnoticed, no sponsor's logo 
norecognized, no sponsors product un- 
sampled by the human hordes who have 
converged upon Nagano. 

These Olympics have reflected the 
Japanese corporate aesthetic — all-en- 
compassing but organized, no unli- 
censed renegades running rampant and 
a marketing philosophy pegged to huge 
corporations and some of the world's 
most recognizable logos. 

“We want to be simple, but effec- 
tive,” said Ko Yamaguchi.the National 
Olympic Organizing Committee chief 
spokesman. 

Effective, undoubtedly. But simple? 


The reality of marketing, sponsorship 
and advertising in Nagano is an intricate 
blend of corporate goals, Olympic 
ideals and, above mosf anything, a de- 
sire to avoid a repeat performance of the 
1996 Games in Atlanta. 

On one hand . it is impossible to spend 
an hour in Nagano without being be- 
sieged by the byproducts of S2I2 mil- 
lion worth of sponsorship. It is com- 
mercialism writ hum on go us. 

Giant corporate signs adorn walls, 
buildings, buses. IBM's “Info ’98” ter- 
minals connect journalists, athletes and 
spectators to crucial Olympic data. 
Coca-Cola is distributing free drinks all 
over town. McDonald’s boasted this 
morning that it has served 75,000 Big 
Macs in the Olympic Village and the 
main press center alone. 

Mizuno, Kodak and Kirin Beer have 
opened logo-adomed pavilions near the 
train station; Kodak is handing out 
126,000 rolls of film to photojoum- 
alists. Amway and UPS are trying to 
make major international inroads. 

Yet neither is this Atlanta. There, 
thickets of street vendors — hawking 
anything from $3 bottles of water to 
purple cotton candy to an abundance of 
fake Olympic merchandise — drew 
complaints of tawdriness and annoyed 


fans, sponsors and officials all the way 
up to the (memaiionaJ Olympic Com- 
minee chief, Juan .Antonio Samaranch. 

Ii was a message Nagano apparently 
heard. 

“In Atlanta, you felt everyone was 
looking to make a dollar — from street 
vendors to city government to the or- 
ganizing committee,” said David 
D ’Alessandro, president of John Han- 
cock Mutual Life Insurance Co., an 
Olympics "Worldwide Partner.” 

“Here, you feel these people are try- . 
ing to be your hosts,” D'Alessandro 
said. “Nagano is bending over back- 
wards to be the anti- Atlanta." 

The difference may simply be in 
scope, though, because the Olympics, 
virtually everyone agrees, would be in 
real financial trouble without its major 
sponsors. 

Though few independent hawkers be- 
sides pin sellers and ticket scalpers are • 
working Nagano’s streets, II compa- 
nies, including Coca-Cola. Visa, Mc- 
Donald's and IBM, are "Worldwide 
Partners” with marketing rights for one 
Summer Olympics and a Winter 
Olympics. Eight more, including 
Mizuno, Seiko, Kirin. Toyota and Am- 


See SPONSORS, Page 18 


On Thursday, April 30, 1998, 

to mark the 50th anniversary of the independence of the State of 
Israel, the International Herald Tribune 
will publish a Special Report on 


I SRAEL at 5 0 




B 


Y THE TIME people or nations reach the age of 50, there is usually a 
sense of certainty about them; they have an image of themselves as 
mature, established, maybe even comfortable. But Israel is very much 
still a work in progress; a country of extraordinary achievements and 
unresolved problems; a tiny country that has nevertheless held the worlds cen- 
ter stage for all of its turbulent childhood, adolescence and now adulthood. 

To take the measure of Israel as it turns 50, the IHT has assembled a distin- 
guished group of journalists, historians and politicians. 

Glenn FrankeL, the Pulitzer-Prize winning Washington Post correspondent 
and author of lfi Beyond the Promised Land,” will provide an overview assessment 
of how much progress Israel has made in resolving the internal contradictions and 
external challenges that have confronted, and still confront, the Jewish state. 

Tom Segev, the Israeli historian, journalist and author of the widely acclaimed 
history “The Seventh Million ” will scan the record of these past 50 years, exam- 
ining the creation and evolution of the country's identity, the role of Zionism, the 
conflicts and quests for peace with the Arabs within and outside Israel’s borders. 

Zeev Chafets, the novelist and popular columnist for the Jerusalem Report, 
will provide a glimpse into daily life in Israel today. 

Josef Joffe, the columnist and Editorial Page Editor of the Suddeutsche Zeitung, 
and John Goshko, the United Nations correspondent ofThe Washington Post, will 
take a look at two of Israel’s closest and most interesting relationships; one with 
Germany and the other with America’s Jewish community. 

Joseph Fitchett, the EHT’s political and security correspondent will evaluate 
the regional balance of power in the Middle East and how that might shape Israel’s 
future. 

Dr. Sari Nusseibeh, the well-known Arab scholar and author, and president 
of the Al-Quds University in East Jerusalem, will write about life today and hopes 
for tomorrow for Palestinians in Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Neal Sandler, an economic correspondent, will examine Israeli evolution 
from low-tech to high-technology center, looking at the state of its high-tech 
industries and their overall impact on the economy. 


For more information about advertising in this Special Report, please contact Bill Mahder 
in Paris at (33-1) 41 43 93 78 or fax (33-1) 41 43 92 13 or e-mail: supplements@Jht.com. 
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Best of Both Worlds: A Strong Economy, 

Prices Fall as Home-Building Thrives 


Steady Outlook for Profits Fuels Stocks 


Ccme&cd by OrnrS*# From Diva * !** 

NEW YORK — Stocks scored 
another record Wednesday as in- 
vestors bought shares of companies 
that would be expected to post con- 
sistent earnings growth even as the 
economy slowed. 


from an initial public offering at 
$28. The office-furniture maker 
sold 12.15 milli on shares for $340.2 
million. Steelcase, based in Grand 


US. STOCKS 


‘‘People are paying up for stocks 
that you can feel are steady and 


, Michigan, originally expec- 
to sell the shares for $23 to $26 


• Limited Inc will close 200 Limited, Lemer, Lane Bryant 
and Express stores through lease expirations during 1998 as it 
revamps its women's divisions. The retailer also plans to shed 
its 84 percent stake in Abercrombie & Fitch Co. through an 
exchange offer to shareholders. 

• Softbank Corp. plans to sell shares of its Ziff-Davis Inc 


publishing unit to the public in April, a move that could raise 
5460 million that the Ja 


i million that the Japanese computer-software distributor 
could use to service its debt. 


• Campbell Soup Co. said it would sell its can- making busi- 
ness to Silgan Holdings Inc. for $125 million, increase the target 
for its cost-cutting program to $150 million from $100 million, 
and take an unspecified charge in its third quarter as it tightened 
its focus on its core soups, cookies and crackers businesses. 

• Comptroller of the Currency Eugene Ludwig told U.S. 
bankers they needed to tighten their lending standards and resist 
pressure to quickly turn around funds flowing in from Asia. 

• Netscape Communications Corp. said its Netcenter on-line 
service has surpassed 3 million members, making die com- 
pany's Internet site more attractive to a prospective buyer. 

• Dart Group Corp. bought back shares held by Ronald Haft, 
a member of the company's founding family, ended its dual- 
class common-stock structure and adopted a shareholder 

rights plan. Reuters. Bloomberg 


Visa International’s CEO to Retire ^ 


Bloomberg News 

SAN FRANCISCO — Visa International Inc. said Wed- 
nesday that its president and chief executive, Edmund Jensen, 
would retire at the end of the year to focus on business ventures 
and investments, and to do volunteer work. 

Mr. Jensen. 60, headed the largest bank-card group for four 
ears, after serving as a board member. Mr. Jensen and Peter 
wood, the board chairman, will search for a replacement. 


S 


dependable for earnings this year,” 
said George Wild, director of re- 
search at Heartland Capital Man- 
agement in Indianapolis. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 52.56 points to close at 
8,451.06. The Standard & Poor's 
500 Index rose 9.29 to 1,032.05, led 
by drugmakers and credit-card 
companies. The Nasdaq composite 
index rose 1232 to 1,715.65. 

U.S. bond prices fell as traders 
sought more evidence that Asia's 
slowdown was dragging on the U.S. 
economy, while companies p rep ar ed 
to sell about $4 billion in debt with 
borrowing costs near record lows. 

The benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond was priced at 104 4/32, down 
16/32, taking the yield up to 5.83 
percent from 5.79 percent 

Despite the increase in bond 
yields, banks with credit-card busi- 
nesses gained on expectations that 
lower interest rates would ease con- 
cerns that consumers mi g ht fall be- 
hind in their payments. 

As rales fall, consumers are re- 
financing their mortgages, and they 
can use the cadi they get from die 
refinancing to k eep ament on their 
credit-card bills, Ci&COppeiiheimer 
analyst Steven F.isman said He 
raised his rating on Chase Manhattan 
Corp., which rose % to 121%. 
Citicorp fell 1/16 to 127 11/16. 
MBNA rose % to 35 1/16, and 
Household International climbed 354 
to 141%. 

Sears Roebuck, for one, is not 
seeing the benefits of lower rates. 
The retailer said, its credit-card 
profit would decline 20 percent in 
1998 because more customers were 
falling behind fin payments. The 
business accounts for half of Sears 7 
annual profiL^tiU, Sears shares rose 
1 7/16 to 55%? 

Microsoft .gained l A to 154%. 
Computer stocks, have outper- 
formed the market this year on ex- 
jectations that profits will grow 
aster in that industry than for 
companies ovezalL 

Hewlett-Packard rose 1% to 63% 
although die company said first- 
quarter net income rose less than 
expected as falling prices for print- 
ers cut profit from strong sales of 
personal computers. 

Steelcase climbed 5% to 33% 


each. 

Nike Class B shares rose % to 44% 
amid rumors that Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. was buying 
more stock in the sneaker and apparel 
maker. B erkshir e Hathaway already 


has about a 2 percent stake in Nike. 

HomeUSA climbed after the 
Houston-based mobile- home retail- 
er agreed to be purchased by Fleet- 
wood Enterprises for $162 million, 
or $10.25 a share, in cash or stock. 
Fleetwood, based in Riverside, Cali- 
fornia, makes bousing and recre- 
ational vehicles. 

Xenova rose after the London- 

an alliance wife Eli Lilfyttidevelop 
a blood-clot-inhibiting drug suitable 
for chronic use. Xenova and Meta- 
Xen. its majority-owned U.S. unit, 
will each receive as much as $35 
million in license fees and research 
f unding . (Bloomberg, AP) 


CoefUtd by Oar SxffFtvm 

WASHINGTON — A steep de- 
crease in energy costs poshed prices 
at the wholesale level down U./ 
percent in January, fee biggest one- 
monfe drop fe more fean four years, 
fee Labor Department said Wed- 
nesday, while housing construction 
remained at a high lewd, indicating 
fee U.S. economy is poised for 
more growth without inflati on. 

- The producer-price index, which 
measures prices before they reach 
fee consumer, was held down by a 
3.7 percent fall in energy prices, fee 


biggest drop since -a 5 percent de- 
cline in February 199l;atfeeend(^ 


Flat Interest-Rate Outlook Hurts Dollar 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
against other major currencies Wed- 
nesday on reinforced expectations 
feat fee Federal Reserve Board 
would not raise U.S. interest rates 
soon. 

The yen rose against fee dollar 
after a Japanese finance Ministry 
official was quoted as saying Tokyo 
would not tolerate a weaker yen. 

In 4 P.M* trading, fee dollar fell to 
126380 yen from 126365 yen 
Tuesday and to 1.8215 Deutsche 
marks from 1.8253 DM as a gov- 
ernment report showed a big drop in 
U.S. producer prices. 

“Numbers like this shdw infla- 
tion isn't a significant concern," 
said Janies McGroarty, chief cur- 
rency manager at Potomac Babson 
Inc. “The Fed is on hold and isn’t 
going to change rates.” 

The dollar also fell to 1.4710 
Swiss francs from 1 .4727 francs and 
to 6. 1072 French francs from 6. 1 200 


francs. The pound rose to $1.6380 


from$1.633§f 
The Jiji Tsushin-Sha news agency 
quoted an unidentified Japanese Fi- 
nance Ministry official as saying the 
government would take action to 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


stop the yen from extending the 
weeklong slide that had weakened it 
by nearly 3 percent 

The remark fanned concern feat 
finance ministers of the Group of 
Seven leading industrialized nations 
might consider efforts to bolster the 
yen at their weekend meeting in 
London. 

In Japan, growing doubts feat a 
government package of economic 
measures to be released Friday 
would lift the country out of a seven- 
year slump weighed on the yen. 


* The arguments are right that Ja- 
pan won’t do enou 


i enough soon enough,” 
said Gerard Lyons, chief economist 


at DKB International. “But I 
wouldn’t push fee dollar higher 
ahead of fee G-7.” 

Meanwhile, traders said they ex- 
pected to continue favoring the U3. 
curre ncy over fee mark in coming 
weeks amid a belief that German 
lending rates are on hold. The 
Bundesbank encouraged that per- 
ception, saying in a monthly report 
feat exports had slowed and infla- 
tion was in check. 

‘The dollar is well underpinned,” 
said Jeremy Stretch of Nat West Mar- 
kets, “wife fee U.S. economy still 
going strong, while Germany isn’t 
performing well, and export growth 
isn’t expected to feed through into 
fee domestic economy." 

Tlx* B undesbank said it saw no risk 
of inflation or deflation in fee Ger- 
man economy. Steady Bundesbank 
interest rates would maintain the gap 
between U.S. and German rates that 
favors the dollar and helped lift it 17 
percent against the mark last year. 


fee Gulf War. .... -sr-^ r -, 

“The best of agpo flabte. 
continues to get better,” said 
Dedexick, an economic . c 
wife Northern Trust COife 
“We remain wife an ettohbmy- 
both is strong and inflation-free. 

The figures bolstered, fee 
held by many analysts that-fed 
eral Reserve Board would not 
interest rates soon 

Despite the fact that a 
economy has pushed a 
xnent to fee lowest levels 
early 1970s, inflation measuttdhy; 

fee producer-price index add " 
more closely watched o 
price index has been well 

In a second report, the C 
Department said that construction 
new homes and apartments 
mained at an np nnal rate of 
milli on units in January. That 
down 0.3 percent from fee 
month, but December’s _ 
had been revised sharply higher, 
stead of a decline of 0.8 percent, 
government said that coastroctioajtf 
new homes and 
rose 1 percent in 



'■per Shows 


Cynthia Latta. an economist at 
DRI-McGraw Hill, said fee thou^K 


Lucent to Split 2-for-l and Raise Its Dividend 


Gj*v>Bel by Oar Safi From Dapcrrirr 

SECAUCUS, New Jersey — Lu- 
cent Technologies Inc. said Wed- 
nesday that its directors had ap- 
proved a 2-for-l stock split and that 
it intended to raise its quarterly div- 
idend. 

Lucent’s stock, fee second most 
widely held stock in the United States 
after AT&T Corp., is splitting far fee 
first time since fee phone-equipment 
maker’s record-setting initial public 
offering, which raised $3 bflhon in 
April 1996. The split will be paid 
April 1 to holders of record March 6. 
As of Jan. 30, Lucent had 650 million 
shares outs tanding . 


After April 1, Lucent will pay 
quarterly dividends of 4 cents a 
snare, conmared with 73 cents be- 
fore fee split. 

Lucent also formed a $100 mil- 
lion venture-capital fund to invest in 
new technologies, including wire- 
less equipment, data networking, 
semiconductors aod communica- 
tions software. They are expected to 
complement research at Lucent’s 
Bell Laboratories division. 

Lucent has rewarded investors 
with seven quarters of record rev- 
enue and profit that has topped ex- 
pectations since its April 1996 spin- 
off. It is betting that the new 


will ensure its place on the cutting 
edge of the industry. “Lucent has 
been targeting fee hottest growth op- 
portunities,” said Richard McGinn, 
the company's chief executive, who 
succeeded Hetiry Schacht as chair- 
man Wednesday. 

Lucent’s stock rose $5,125 to 
dose at $97.6875. The company 
went public a i $27 a share. 

Mr. Schacht, who was hired by 
AT&T to lead Lucent after the spin- 
off, will be c hairman of the invest- 
ment fund. John Hanley, Lucent's 
vice president in charge of strategy, 
will be managing general partner. 

(Bloomberg. Reuters) 


fee Fed's next move would be to cpt 
rates in late summer to countered 
the impact of fee Asian crisis on fee 
U.S. economy. “That, assumes yps 
will have a slowdown in economic 
activity between now and then,” 
Ms. Latta said. “At this point, 4t 
hasn't happened.” 

For all of 1997. wholesale pricy? 
fell 1.2 percent and consumer prices 
rose just 1.7 percent Many econ- 
omists predict inflationary pressures 
will remain moderate this year, as tfie 
U.S. economy is flooded wife 
imports made cheaper by steep 
dines in Asian currencies. 

The 0.7 percent decline in whole- 
sale prices in January was the biggest 
decrease since a 1 percent foll jn 
August of 1993, a dip that occu r red 
because of falling tobacco prices. 

The 3.7 percent decline in energy 
prices was the biggest drop in a fonti- 
month siring of energy declines. 
Analysts have noted that the energy 
prices declines have continued eves 
wife growing worries of a possible 
outbreak of war with Iraq. j\ 

Excluding the volatile energy 
and food categories, the so-called 
core rate of inflation fell 0.1 peer 
cent, matching the December de- 
cline. For all of 1997, core prices ai 
the wholesale level were up 07 
percent, their best showing on re- 
cord. (AP, Bloomberg) 
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Indexes 


Most Actives 


Fab. 18, 1998 


High Liar Latest Cbge Optnt 


Mgb Low Latest Chge Optat 


Wednesday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 30Q most traded slocks of tte day, 
up to the dosing on WaB Street. 
ThBAssoaaudPtBSs. 


So Its Hlfk l m UM Qrge 


Daw Jones 
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Standard & Poors 


■new 

M* Lot Om 4PJA- 
IndutiiHb 1197A3 11*7.35 11WJ7 1UXU7 
Transp. 737.91 72&OB 737X2 733-19 

23204 23007 232-01 231 ,67 

123.17 121 £3 12286 12409 
102802102009102276 109104 
4925* 488-52 48984 49409 



H19< Low Latest Otge Opinl 


Grains 

CORN (CBOT) 

5000 ba minimum- anti par bust*! 

Mar 91 269 366ft 2671* -M 102415 

MorSB 2771* 275 276ft -ft 85173 

MSI 2821* 28» 282 Midi. *2,970 

Sep 98 283U 7511* 2821* -1 12281 

0ec9S 284* 2B» 283ft -1U 57490 

99 2CT* 293 293ft -1 

Jul 99 296ft 295*i 296*6 -It 

EsL sates 40000 11** sates 720*9 
Tun open felt 346529, up 132 


0 RANKE JUICE (NCTtO 
1 5400 fti-twi par fb. 

Ml* 98 9740 9570 9670 -0.15 15919 

May 98 10045 9900 9900 -030 8.967 

AH 98 10125 10250 HSOO -030 5290 
Sap 98 10570 10400 10570 -015 1)39 
EsL sales NATuvs sates 1437 
TUn open bit 35215 up 2351 


10-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT! FI 

FFSOMOO-ptooflOOpd 

Mar 98 10436 10X98 10402 -0.12 12X527 

Jan 98 10346 101*6 10144 -012 1X545 

Sap 98 10134 10334 10330 -OI2 0 

Eat iota: 132,988. 

Opan kit: 137472 up 2,970 


OaeVfl 


High Low Ldast Chge OpW 
9504 9578 9501 Unch. 137377 


™ Wl ran, voui. 

Mar 99 9503 9578 9500 UndL 147,715 j 
Jur 99 9571 9567 9549 +001 3WJ1 / 


fcrrr. 


ytSTOfK MIKKE 



13 


ft** M— 


** -D ■ ,i y. r.-.. 


EsL sales: 115377. Pl*u. ados: 9X498 
Prav. open InL: 830632 up 17710 


* 

•.* 


70 


Metals 


NYSE 

rate LOT 

Ua* 

CfeB. 

Nasdaq 

™k' 

$ 585 * 

¥*6 

Cnnpnilfei 

Indusblota 

Transp. 

wnty 

Hnanra 

S* ? 8 & 

*9759 

%% m 

52754 

3*258 

51X61 

+j^ 

101*53 

sat 

Nasdaq 



■ 

Cheat 

SSjaniA 

Canpasle 

(ndunfeto 

boas 

171X65 1701J0 
12875S 12802 
209655 2066*5 

171&A5 

128725 

209651 

+2676 

GraTk 

6*700 

(BBWKft 

Rnaica 

Tnmp. 

SS MW59 
116353 niiu* 

igxve 

n&M 


teMto 

trigOv 

J§S? 

AMEX 

MfeA LOT 



AMEX 



68851 68X33 

68851 

+1J» 


WtaL 

Dow Jones Bond 



w* 

TWA 

Wt 


SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 

100 tons- doBon pm ton 

Mar 98 18730 1 8*70 184*0 



May 91 
Jul 98 


EsL stHes 25500 Tun sales 35457 
Tort open felt 12&44X up xo*3 


SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 
60000 tos- cents par to 
Mar 98 2601 2671 


Jut 98 2740 27.12 2779 +559 

Align 2705 2730 2752 +051 

Sap 98 2740 2705 2735 +046 

Dac98 2702 2672 2700 .037 

EH. tales 35000 TWs sates 27702 
Dm open M 125704 up 1 1 2 


796 

100 troy 

ULe lUkn per bny err 




Fab 98 

299 M 29X20 29X20 

•040 

1,125 


Mcrre 

29X40 

540 

20 


Apr 98 

3IXL40 29X60 299.10 

540 

RISC 


Jur « 

30X40 30050 30090 

540 

16.1 ’S 


Aug« 

30X70 30X80 30250 

530 

if-w- 


rare 

30X70 

530 

U-4 

4X146 

Deere 

30750 30650 30660 

530 

TXli? 


Feb 99 

30X20 

530 

xv; i 

8,990 

Apr 99 

309.90 

520 

45'' 

6530 

EsL sates NA. TUn sales 3X712 


7535 

Turt open lot 17X57X off 1,266 




HI GRADE COPPER (NCMX) 




2X000 tos.- coeds per to. 




Feb 98 

7*50 7X20 7X20 

595 

603 


Mar 98 

75X0 7X33 7XX5 

590 

30209 


Apr9B 

7550 7550 7555 

550 

25*8 

3X669 

May98 

7650 7X40 7XS 

520 

1X247 

4X647 

Jur re 

7660 76.10 7610 

525 

2530 

25.956 

jmre 

7750 7620 7655 

570 

5xn 

X9W 

Aug 9B 

77 JO 7X95 765S 

-020 

1+472 

25*9 

Sep 9* 

78.10 7725 7725 

5/0 

X3B0 


raw 

7720 

570 

L148 


ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND CUFFS 

m.200 aiBon - pli of 1 00 pd 

Mar 98 11490 11453 114*1 -502 114907 
-Ain 98 11840 11410 11414 Unch. 33475 
EsL sales: 5X9*5. Pm. sales: 51474 
Pm. open fell: 1504*2 off 2419 


U BOR 1-MONTH (CMER) 

S3 m8k»- pts of 100 pd. 

Mar 98 9437 9436 9436 UrKh. 12353 

■98 9446 9*4* 9444 Unch. *47] 

r 98 9449 9448 9448 -OJtl 70S 

EsL sabs NA Turt aolssX767 
Tun opai bH 3X335 up 1763 


Industrials 

COTTON 2 weno 
5X000 Oxl- cools per to. 

Mar 98 6645 6535 6543 -051 

Mav98 67.15 6550 6642 -041 

JUJ98 6830 67.90 67.90 -042 

0098 7040 7UJZD 7030 4131 

Dec 98 71.95 7140 7140 -038 

EsL solas HA. Tun sates 24339 
Tbrt open W 83465 Off 24J41 


. 

S3BA -#1 

+• 


■ • * 


a- v . r . : * 

1 

• , ■ 

*-■» 

re k 

V 

■ -M.m 


** I 
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retor -9 


S i 

+ r* 
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EsL sale NA. Tun safes 17487 
Tim open tot 716*2, up 1442 


10537 

10276 

10778 



IKPUn 102+n Iffl+k 

£ 4 i •= 

Vu V» -Vb 


SOYBEANS (CBOT) 

5000 bo mMmom- canto per bush* 

Mar 98 673 668V4 671 H +W 46.961 

May 98 674 669 67M +2M 41421 

Jul 98 479 674 O&A *9* 3*439 

Aug 98 678*6 675 671 +4 5660 

Sep 98 666 66317 6651* +*U 905 

EsL sole 3X500 Urn sates 5X905 
TUn open M M548X op 1*69 


Trading Activity 



1953 1967 

1757 2254 


IS 


WHEAT (CBOT) 

5000 bu mfeifewm- cents per bushel 
Me 98 324 321 322 •*» 3*451 

May 9* 33* 331 VS 332 -1 28400 

Jul 9* 342*6 339Vr 3*0V» 4* 27,771 

Sep 98 3*SM 34&r 346M -1* 1411 

EsL sales 15000 Tim sale 32368 
Tbn opan felt 99460. up 720 


SILVER (NCMX) 

5000 buy at- cams i 

Fab 98 67840 65450 65*50 -21.00 30 

MOT 98 67950 65240 65650 -2050 52322 

Apt 98 653-40 -20*0 2 

May98 67240 64540 65040 -2030 2X895 

All 98 66640 64040 64480 -1940 1X728 

Sap 98 66240 6*330 64330 -1940 4738 

Dec 98 66140 64X50 64230 -1940 9,9*9 

Jan 99 6*250 -1940 15 

EsL sale NA. Tun sole 2XSB5 
TUrt open inf 113484 off 179 


EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI roHBOf+pti of 100 pd 
Mor 91 9440 9438 9*38 Uncfc 4S9445 

Apr 98 9445 9443 9*43 Unch. 7403 

May9B 9448 9446 9446 4141 108 

AmW 9453 9448 9448 441 41X722 

Jul 98 9453 9450 9451 <-9358 125 

Aug 98 9453 9450 9451 -043 1 

Sep «* 9457 9A5D 94S1 -042 321514 

DacM 9453 9446 9446 -042 28X5*1 

Mar 99 9454 9447 9448 -042 210757 

Jim 99 9452 9444 9445 -042 177402 

Sap 99 9446 9439 9440 -043 12X116 

Dec 99 9438 9431 9432 -0.02 13X236 

EsL sole NA. Tun sates 23X607 
Tort open W 233X13X up 1X808 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62500 powvli. Spec pound 

Mortt 14426 14340 14380+00000 2X136 

Am98 14390 14270 14306+04080 L519 

Sep 98 14234+04080 568 

Est. sates NA. Tun sales 6791 

Tim open lnl3X22& up 25 


HEATING OIL (NMER) 

43400 gat oenb per gaJ 
Mar VS 4550 4335 453* +L60 

Apr 98 4630 4410 46.10 +158 

MayW 4640 4485 4675 +153 

Jim 98 4745 4575 4745 +153 

A* 98 4030 4670 4B3S +153 

Aug 98 49.10 4740 49.10 +153 

S*P 98 5030 48 55 5X00 +153 

Eat. sdas NA. Tim Kilos 3X966 
Tun open lot I6S02X Up 4866 

UCHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 
ijxntatx- iteam par bbL 

AAor98 1635 1545 1633 +057 

1640 1548 1642 +05* 
1640 1558 167? +05* 
17.18 1630 17jOS +059 
1737 1643 1737 +045 
1755 1648 1750 +056 
Est sates NA. Ton soles 12X455 
TUrt open Int 46&32X UP 4775 


i -i ; - 


.9 

"•> 4 - • - m . 


I '3 


..r* i • 

-pX i v •: 

- J 


may to 
A m 98 
Jul 98 
Aug 98 


NATURAL CAS WME1Q 


1X000 nun bin, s per mm Mu 
'■ “ 2355 1150 2340 +0.074 


Livestock 
CATTLE (CMER) 


. 

Market Sales 

fern 

T tear 

Prw. 

40JM0 tox- cents par to. 
Frt?fl 6X90 6X10 
AprW 67.12 66J0 

6X22 

66X2 

57S 

577 

% 

§§ NY5E 

xsa 

601 AI 

73Djn 

Jim 98 
Aug 98 

6X10 6740 
6X92 6X35 

6722 

6X67 

550 

5J0 



2X32 

3850 

rare 

7035 69.90 

7DJ55 

545 


7 S Nasdaq 

60933 

69157 

Oaere 

7157 7150 

7157 

5JZ 

6 

12 Inmttbns. 



EsL safes 17-SflTUrt sates 18^85 


PLATINUM (NMER) 

50 troy tsLr daBmper treyac. 

Apr 98 3*540 37430 37770 -110 9,756 

Jul 98 37740 37X00 37540 -7-90 889 

Od<8 37*40 37150 37440 -290 3S8 

Jan 99 37450 37440 37440 -250 36 

EsL sales NA. Tun solas 1,92* 

Hm open inllljHX off 233 

an 

LONDON METALS (LME> 

Mare per metric Ion 


CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

TOXW? a ° n «?>5 parCdm dU 

4982+04039 5X235 
^ n ?2 SS A992+60041 7334 

Sep 96 7006 4970 3W1+0JXK1 2326 

Est. scries KA. Tun solas 9536 
Tun open fell 6X889, off 30* 


Mar 98 
Apr 98 
May 98 
Jon 98 
Jut 98 
Aug 98 


2300 2)95 2380 +0473 
2320 2320 2300 +0455 
2330 2360 2330+0465 
13SQ 2375 2340+0460 
2360 2380 2345 +0458 
EsL Kte NA Toes idea 41.147 
TUrt opan H 20X041 up 392 


UNLEADED SASOUME (NMER) 


Pmtous 


AMswsWtehCntea) 

Spot 145040 145140 145240 145340 

Forwd 146440 746540 147019 147716 




CERAAAN MARK (CMER) 

12&000 moifes. C per moifc 

51] -SS -5<»+«W13 8L286 

JunW 5536 S10 5528+04013 1732 

Sep 98 5560 5550 5553+040)3 1531 

Est. sites NA. Turt sates 3650B 
Tim open fen BX65X up 4449 


I'm opan M 97.908, off 961 


.Cnrial 

645ft 1645ft 1646ft 

167140 167200 167240 167X00 


JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 


125 Sperioo'mn 

•7985 .7922 >942+0401810X582 


Dividends 

Company Par Amt Rsc Pay 

IRREGULAR 

RatesHMADR x 2-17 2-25 

jMl^rra SI 3X86 far every 15HDR shoos 

STOCK SPUT 
ExptogasLW 1 for4 spit 


Conqxny 


Canning Cora 
RoyreoncU Rnn 
RoHnoaOi 


Per Amt R*c Pay 
INITIAL 

- M 3-5 3-20 

- 46 3-10 4-2 

- 46 3-12 4-1 


HasttiKB Mfa 2 Sri spot. 

Lucent Tech 2 far 7 apBL 
MkSCoasI Boot 3 far ■ nflt 
OHSLFlndafcrl spUt pay date appna. 


5un Batanp 3 for2 spB. 
Toramortf Indust2 tar 1 spfit 


Baxter Inti 
Bradley Rlest 
CMoaga Rlwt 
ORzensBncstiOH 
Couuul BnahWV 


CarusBIaln 

FstCommdCp 


REVERSE STOCK SPLIT 


Sfens ranmm 1 tar4 icucno spM. 
Trans Eneroy I for 10 reverse sp« 


INCREASED 


Allstate Carp 
Burnham Pacific 
Commd NHFnPA 
Falmoaffi Bnqi 
TeehnSroimc 
Three Rives 
Torornont Indus! g 


O 37 2-27 4-1 

q 3625 3-24 X31 

Q 30 3-5 3-37 

Q 46 3-9 3-26 

Q .06 4-10 5-1 

Q .17 3-6 4-1 

Q . .13 3-18 4-1 


JCpAK 

First Empire 
Hist of Am 8k 
Gt La kies Chen 
Lab Holdings 
LabOnelnc 
Marion Cap Hid 
Nash Proi 
Nontsoa Carp 
NttasstlmTr 

Northern Tr Corp 

SeocoasTBakogA 
Saoeuast BnJcng B 
UNBCoip 


REGULAR 
Q 391 

§ S 

Q 31 
- 30 

Q .135 


§ 


- 40 

Q 35 
Q .76 
O 30 


8 £ 


Q .18 
Q 32 
Q 34 
Q 31 
Q 32 
Q 30 
O .17 


3-12 4-1 

3-10 3-31 
3-5 3-20 
3-31 4-70 

2- 27 3-13 

3- 27 4-10 

3- 17 4-1 

3- 2 3-31 

4- 10 4-30 

4- 1 5-5 

2-24 3-3 

2-24 3-3 

2-27 3-13 
2-27 3-13 

34 3-24 

2- 18 2-19 

3- 70 4-1 

3-17 3-37 
3-17 341 

3-9 3-16 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

50000 Iba.- canto par to. 

Mor 98 7840 7725 77 J2 +04* 

Apr 98 7845 7755 7763 -042 

May 98 7BJD 7752 7755 -040 

Aug 98 7957 79 AS 7970 -a 17 

Sap 98 7940 7940 7940 0.10 

Nov 98 8X60 80-40 8040 077 

EsL Brie X4M Tim satea X640 
Tbn opes feril 7571 off 888 


50540 

52140 


S0640 

521ft 



Am 98 4080 401B 4041+04018 "lM 

S«P 98 4139+04018 539 

Est. etes NA. Tunsotes 2X536 
Tun span bit 10U1X up 2485 




102140 102240 
10*640 104740 


HOCS-Laos SMEW 
4X000 canto par to. 

Apr 98 SZAS SITS 5240 047 

Jim 98 6157 6020 614S +035 

All 98 6140 6037 61-57 +040 

Aug 98 60 50 99.15 6025 +072 

0091 5745 5675 5743 +042 

Est fates 1X356 Dm iotas 7786 
Turt Open tel 42429, Up 599 


High Lot Oaw chg* Opint 


SWISS PRAHCCCMEW 

1*5400 franca. S per tTooc 

terM Ma .6801 4824+04010 4X169 

Am 98 4910 4883 4900+00010 1458 

S«P 98 . 4973+04010 LI 91 

Bri. wries HA. Tun safes 17A13 

Tim open bit 4A24X up L938 


MarW 5170 49.10 50.94 +147 26.723 

Agr« 5440 5245 5441 +1A6 314*8 

May 98 5470 3340 5*40 +148 1 X335 

Jw»w 5475 5X15 5*73 +143 11 — 

.MS* 5440 5120 5470 +140 * 

Aug W 5450 SX00 5477 +140 

Sep9B 5375 5X40 537 5 +140 

Oct 98 5X65 +130 

EsL solas NA. Tim safes 3)41 5 
Tim apart M10&7BX Up 1,159 ■ 

GASOIL OPE) 

UEdoBarsaarniefelc Ian -tats of 100 tarts vi 
Man 13775 13375 13775 -050 29,773 
8ff98 13975 13575 13X75 -025 11307 

May 99 14150 13SJ5 1*140 —050 
JUn9B 1*450 14050 14375 — 050 
AH 98 14650 14375 14645— 17S m> 

AU898 1467S 14SJS 148JS — <L7S 41B 
EsL sates: 1X000. Pm sates ; 2X651 
Pre*. open Wj 11X756 

*J 
•tea 


19A68 

11537 

1769 

1505 

1417 


PORK BELLIES (CMER) 

401000 lbs- cants par to. 

Fab 98 4540 4245 4450 +055 
Mor98 4352 4170 4165 +072 
May 98 44.90 42A5 4*50 +047 

EsL sates 3.771 Tuts sales 1776 
71m open Irt 9476. o« 33 


233 

X*66 

3454 


EXTRA 


Am lnsur M)g 88 - .19 2-28 5-1 

CMmgaRted 40 « 4-20 


ifMWMltoi 


Btaami u ntper 


5bra*/ADR; g pup* te In raairtro i l ea dr: 
— MBHo » RBtertart to i tsmf aaei lt i. 


US. Stock Tables ipqitajjietf 

5tees figures are uwjffld®^ Yeorty Ughs and taws rafted B» prevtaus 52 weeks plus file cunenf 
wweto but noUhekrtearaookBdby.WhereqspKorstockdMdmJ u i nuw il ln glo 25 paaert or rmre 
ho» been polit1heyeor»lW+taii» mnga wridMUmd aw shown torto c new M ods only. Unless 
otoenrise noted ifflW of dMrieHs ore annual dtabweswanlsbasaif an toe latest d ed iw B a B- 
a - dNWend ateo .extra Grit b- annual rata Ot itoMend plus stack dbridend-C-EquMaring 
OMriemL cx - PE b£ee^99.cM - COMA d - naiv yuoily tow. dd - lass In Hie ki5tl2 monflis. 
• - dhrideiid riadored OTs^eld to preceding 12 months, f - annual rata, tncreasad an last 
tfedaraffan. g - 6Mtfanctt|TCanadan funds, subfact la 15% nan-resMence fax. i - dMdend 
declared after spMkip or stock dMdamLf-dMdeRd paid this year, omitfed, deferred, or no 
oeflon Men of latest dMdend meeting, k - dMdend doctored or paid INs yeoc an 
noamnriaffire Issue wWid h ridands In airears. ai -annum rate, reduced on hist J e tAu utt on . 
n - now bum [n the past 5? weeks. Tbe higti-lcwi rang* begins wfto the start of bodlpg. 
nd - naxt day detorary. p- Mlkd dtefeteML artnute rata unknown. p/E - prio-aamlngs nitia. 

d-d0Md-and mutual Amd-r- dMdend dedared or paid In pre ced i ng 12 nxmftB. plus stadi 
dfrktefld. ■ - stackspIR. DMdend begins wW) date of spilt its -sales. 1- dividend paid In 
hi precedtog 12 montte e stimated cosh value on a-dMdendora-asMbglton date, 
a - n«ur yeoriyhlgfLu- Irodtog haBed.H-ln bankruptcy or recrisastilp or being reorganbed 
underibe BontauptcyAaorsecoilltesosHjmed byswJi esmpaate&.wti-when dtsMwleiL 
sri - when ww - wflti wnmants. z - ex-rffvidand or ex-rigWs. xtos - ex-dSstrfcution. 

*w-ieRhoBTiuaiionls.f-«-dMdandafid sates to tua. yM - yieldZ- sales to fuX 


Food 

COCOA (ItCSO 
10 maMc tans- S par tan 
Mre98 1535 1507 1 516 

May 98 1567 1548 1554 

A4 90 1895 1578 1586 

1623 1614 1614 

1605 1646 1648 

1650 1677 1677 

EsL sales 1X334 Toe* sales X42B 
Tubs opan M 79, 90X off 69 


665 

3X515 


Sap 98 
Dec 98 
Mar 99 


6483 

12457 

9526 


Financial 

US T BILLS (CMER) 

SI ralton-ptsoMOOpct 

Mo-98 &03 9541 9542 UrKtL 8564 

Jim 98 95.14 95.12 95.12 -0.01 2445 

Sap 98 9540 -041 182 

Est sates N A. TUn sate* 471 

Tim opan M 11591, off so 

SYR TREASURY (CBOTl 
noxaoo prir+ pts A 6*ths of 100 pci 
Mo 98 11X48 149-82 109-53 -TO 24X391 
Jun98 MO-11 109-55 10956 - 10 31409 

Sap 9* 10956 - ia 

Ete. sides 50505 Urn imtes 66621 
Tim opan fed 27240X up 1467 

18 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

810X000 prin- pb A 32nds of 100 pd 

Mo 98 11440 113-17 113-19 -07 411195 

Jun 98 11350 113-18 113-19 -07 9X9*3 

Sep 98 11352 -07 4493 

EaL steas 13&S3S Tim sates 97447 
Tim open fed 51 A731, up 5*4 


MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

50X000 pesos, s par peso 

«ar» -n« .11550 .11567-40759 1X904 

^""2 III 30 -1H62-40780 4691 

Sep98 .10830 .10760 .10777-40865 4774 

Est. sates NA. Tim sates X285 

Turt opan fed 4S58X up 487 


BRENT OIL UPE) 

UAdoBm par boral-lols of 1400 bonis 
Apr re 15.10 1422 1484 +053 “ 
M°y re 1543 1452 1555 + X60 
JWire 1547 1498 1548 + 042 - 

Jul re 1641 15L26 1641 +049 l_ 

AUg98 1645 1554 1X25 +059 4... 

Est. safes: 4X400 Prm. sates: 3X678 Si 

P«». open InL: 217460 ^ 


3-MONpi 5TERUHC XIFtS 
000400 -ote an 00 pd 
Mar 98 9248 9246 92 :5 —043 129.939 

Am 98 9257 9250 9X53 1XLU4 

VPJl 9i47 7220 — 04* 100642 

2*5 ^.77 9249 92.92 —004 92.145 

«5D 93.13 9114 —045 6X512 

25 S- 31 —oca 

Sep 99 9351 9346 9147 —044 S7JS6 

*** 134. yen . 

Prev.flpaiMj 799,906 up *604 


Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX4QMEJQ 
250 x Index 


morn 103560 102540 103440 +650 3BX»f 
Am re 10*640 103550 106640 +7 JO 1 SXB 


Sap98 ~ 104860 Un*. 

EAsates NA. Tim reias 8X997 
Tim opan felt 40X47X Off U34 


COFFEE cmCSB* 


37500 tos.. cento par to. 
— — 16540 


Morn 17X40 f6540 17145 +650 

MoyM 17140 16150 168JD +5.90 

Jain 16X50 15*50 16155 +470 

Sep 98 15550 15X00 15190 +065 

Decffi 14940 14X75 14650 +100 

Est sate* X31 3 Tim sates 2X547 
Tun apea fed 29609, OR 388 


6.133 

1X312 

5.129 

13*1 
XI 75 


IIS TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 

(B pcLSMXMO-pte* 32nito oflOO pel) 

Morn 122-76 121J0 122-01 ^16 60X545 

Jim W 122-17 121-21 121-24 -16 132467 

Sep re ISMS 121-13 121-14 -16 sure 
Deere 121-02 -16 10492 

EsL sates 52X000 Ten sates 346713 
Tun open fed 78L28& up 143* 


XM OKTH E UROMARK (UFFE) 

tZ£ re^O UnOv 360901 

*p r re 9cmb 96*m unch. 1,101 

May 98 *LT. N.T. NT- — 0410 a 
J6OT 96330 96450—0010 38X403 
Sep 98 96460 96425 96440—0.010 307491 
DBC98 96480 964*0 H^IooZO &9JBB 
Mar 99 95L990 95540 XI TS 

Am 99 95460 9S410 umS 

S«P 99 95430 95400 SSo^OOM ran 
d-c 99 HAW 95560 reaolarao 
6sJ, sates 719409. Pieu. nkc i«»i 
Pm. open KIL.- X154400 up 21560 


FTMTOOCUPFE) .39 

05 par Indai petal 

Morn S7434 56804 573X0 *464 6X«0 

gstiote*: JWX _Pm- ^ 

ew 

IV. . 

■if i'Siss 


Trow. rmw. v* 

PTW.iwiint4 62 etH up 273 


CA£*»(M4-nF) 

FF200 partedas pafnt 

Fab 98 33B74 @14 

morn Ml 55 33824 32965 
AprW Ml 5.0 32945 33004 
Am 98 32774 32504 32605 
&L steam 1&121 
Open fell.: 89,575 op 1,795. 


SUCARWORLD 11 (NCSE) 

112400 toa^ carts par to. 

MmN 1058 1X4* 105* 4.17 5X514 

MoyM 1X48 1X14 1X31 -0.17 69,9(0 

Jufre 1X19 1047 1X18 -0,12 2UU 

Ocire 1X33 1X20 1X32 -0.10 3X6*4 

ESL nrios 34516 Dm solos 3X740 
Dm open fed Z1X06X up 1435 


LONG GILT (UFFE) 

£90400 - pH A 32nds of ICO pd 
M re98 126-15 12346 123-28 -0-12 176JD1 
Jur 98 108-17 107-30 10840 -0-12 26472 
Est. solas: 97,749. Piav. soles; 8X553 
Prav. Dp« felt J 20X073 up £066 

GERMAN GOV. BUND OIFFE) 

DM250,000 • pts at 100 pet 
Mar 98 10757 10759 10745 -XI* 281507 
Ain 9* 107J9 10746 1074* -XI 7 16506 
EsL Bales.- 14X321. Pm. sales: 179,789 
Pm.OOMtPL: 298413 Up XIO* 


MMNTHRBOWCMAT1F1 

FFSiuHtan-ptsaMOOpd 

Mar 98 9644 9641 9642 UndL 

S&re «T 2 i- «St 

May re N.T. N.T. N.T. UndL 

Jun« 9606 9W2 9623 ^oS 

5cn» 9X25 9650 9£« -fim 

EsL solas: 3X1 77. 

Open bit.: 278.229 up 7_OTn 


»,276 

50 

0 

6X801 

3X212 


nawtfi 


MWHTHEIinURII (UFFE) 

- pto cMOO pd 

MarVfi M.I* 9X12 9X15 +Xfll 

Snre 9i,s 

Starts 9£M 9S58 95.62 +X02 


mm 

30X692 

135536 


Commodaty Indexes 
Ctese 

Moody’s \M\so 

Rwim 1,71740 ‘ 

DJ. Futures 16X62 

CRB 22951 — t Li ... 

Jr 'a . rm 

Ltk .yr .t-::; 

1 * -■ 


InN. 


Exchmgt.1 


HeeUeretbdi ^ ******* tf A.: ; J « 

every Friday in The JLotCTTnartl* ^ ^ 
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EUROPE 


U.K. Hoping to Build a Bridge for the G-7 


By Tom Buerkle 

International Herald Tnbu„ . 

LONDON — International dis- 


camps. In an interview in his Treas- 
ury office, Mr. Brown said he was 
determined to reject both “Anglo- 
Saxon triumphalism” about the 


that , 
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when he is host to a Group of Seven 
meeting of finance and labor min- 
/; isms in London. Russia will join in 
non the talks between the United 

0 Stales, Britain, Germany, Italy 
rt France, Canada and Japan. 

~ Mr. Brown's willingness to ac- 
y. knowledge the darker side of Bri- 

1 tain ’s empioymentrecard, as well as 
3 his ambitious plans to help the coun- 
5- try’s long-term unemployed and 
r - working poor, could provide com- 
a mon ground for the opposing policy 


market and an overhaul of tax and 
welfare benefits to encourage work 
rather than welfare. 


i his Treas- the government. Mr. George has growth rales by as much as half a 
aid he was recently expressed major concents percentage point this year. That is 
h “Anglo- about Europe's preparedness for about equal to the increase in Bri- 
about the the euro, but Mr. Brown insisted tain's long-term growth potential 
deregula- that he endorsed the government’s that Mr. Brown hopes to achieve 
pean com- policy of basing a decision on Brit- with his labor and welfare reforms. 
ploymenL ish entry on five economic tests to The Asian effect * * will mean the 
d. need to be applied around 2002. economy will be growing below 

ray of re- He also said that, when finance productive potential, and that will 
’ed educa- ministers meet Saturday to discuss mean unemployment will sum u> 
i people to the current situation in Asia, he rise,” said Biu Callaghan, chief 
oday’sjob would seek to develop proposals economist of the Trades Union 
of tax and for greater openness in economic Congress, the voice of Britain's 

organized labor. 

Still, Mr. Brown said his reforms 


policy to prevent future crises. 
"Some of the problems we have 


Success will not come quickly or seen over the past few months were for the long term and would 

Panlu hi* c flirt* * 1 Vim. 1 ,,. i j ■ • : u..j •• a : .ir. ..... 




cheaply, he said: “You’ve got to 
look at the long-term change in the 
culture of your society." 

Among other points in the in- 
terview. Mr. Brown dismissed sug- 

t esuons of serious differences on 
uropean monetary union between 
himself and Eddie George, who 
was reappointed us governor of the 
Bank of England on Wednesday by 


could have been avoided if we had 
the kind of transparency we are 
proposing." he said. 

The Asian crisis threatens to 
overshadow the employment dis- 
cussions. both in terms of min- 
isterial and media attention and in 
the real world. 


"modernize the welfare state 
around the work ethic.” His con- 
cern is that 20 percent of Britain’s 
households, comprising more than 
7 million people, do not have an 
adult with a job. 

His policy includes a training- 
incentive program to get 250.000 


Economists estimate that Asia's of the long-term unemployed back 
downturn will reduce European to work. 


Survey Shows Bearish Mood in Germany 


immeuf 


Camptiailn Our SuffFfm 

FRANKFURT — Germany’s Ifo 
-Ihstitute for Economic Research 


:r.-. ^ ^jronier i 0c ' .’said Wednesday that its main busi- 

$" ‘.'.^"1, . .-^'anensjr ®? ss climate barometer fell in Janu- 
'"flWaufc **y. and analysts said the drop re- 
fleeted continued mild concern 
V* ' r e ; ! n ntpw jjj,] f about the crisis in Asia. 

"At the it- ’.-Although economic turmoil in 
"“'c' ‘ ^ Asia would increasingly dampen 

: V uboltyL. export sales, German exports would 

anj m n^ J 'continue to be the main engine of 
- !>: - " percent Stowth for the economy in the next 
• 7’^v.c:in»Tiijona\fc mon tiis, another report, from 

■* ... - - ^.•.*:;raieihb\ t r' % 

•. N — -.ov . .1.. . 

J" 


the DIW economics institute, said. 

"The export dynamic will exceed 
the development of domestic de- 
mand in coming months." the DIW 
said. "Risks might arise from the 
Asian crisis though." 

Meanwhile, the West German 
business climate index stood at 99.3 
in January, down from 99.6 in 
December and well below expec- 
tations of 99.5. Forecasts had ranged 
from 99.0 to 100.4. 

Olaf Weeken, economist at IDEA 
in London, said the figures con- 


pKCidtt:-- : 

tjjuifttt 

Kscan. 


7 e Spam: Europe’s Biggest Job Creator 

-4..* ir.^r Reuters we were expecting," said Carmen 

■w "1 -’^MADRID — Spain created tens of Hemansanz, an economist at Merrill 

i „ ”, thousands of johs in the final quarter Lynch & Co. in Madrid. She added 

«f last year, statistics released Wed- that Spain was "the country 
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nesday showed, making it one of the 
best performers in Europe at battling 
high unemployment, 
i" More than 53,000 people found 
jobs in the fourth quarter of 1997, 


that Spain was “the country that 
created the most employment in 
Europe last year." 

The fourth quarter total brought 
the number of new jobs for the year 
to 371.000 — about half the new 


sharply higher than analysts’ ex pec- jobs the European Union as a whole 
t&tions of just 10300. The jobless is expected to have created in 1997, 


rate as measured by the National 
Statistics Office’s population survey 
fell to 20.32 percent, from 20.55 
percent in the previous quarter. 

•- “That was a better number than 


Sparnsh officials said. 

Still. Spain’s jobless rate remains 
double the European average and is 


fumed the recent picture of rwinges 
of concern in the German economy 
about the impact of the Asian crisis 
on exports, although only limited 
effects are being fell so far. 

"The index is worth watching, 
though, in terms of the current Asian 
crisis. We have seen some improve- 
ment in domestic orders but whether 
this can compensate for falling for- 
eign orders is unclear.” he added. 

Separately, the Federal Statistics 
Office said Wednesday that Ger- 
many’s trade surplus expanded to 
12.3 billion Deutsche marks ($6.74 
billion) in December from a surplus 
of 7 billion DM a year earlier. 

Exports stood at 77.4 billion DM 
in December, up 17.2 percent from 
the level a year ago of 66 billion 
DM. Imports rose 10.2 percent to 
65. 1 billion DM from the December 
1996 level of 59 billion DM. 

The Bundesbank said Wednesday 
that Germany's public-sector deficit 
narrowed markedly in 1997 as sav- 
ings offset weak tax revenues, high 
unemployment and the abolition of 
wealth tax. 

The combined deficit of central 
government, federal states and mu- 
nicipalities fell by about 20 billion 
DM in 1997 from its 1996 level of 


only expected to sink slightly below just over 1 20 billion DM. 


20 percent this year. 


( Reuters , Bloomberg ) 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 
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France Opens 
Bids for Insurer 

Bloi.imberK News 

PARIS — The government 
invited bids Wednesday for 
Groupe des .Assurances Na- 
tionals SA. launching the sale 
of one of France’s last state 
assets in the financial industry. 

The Finance Ministry, which 
set a deadline for bids of May 7. 
said it would sell 87.1 percent 
of the company by the end of 
June, the deadline set by the 
European Union last year in re- 
turn for approval of a rescue 
package for GAN. France’s 
fifth- largest insurer. The rest 
will be offered to GAN em- 
ployees and management, the 
ministry said. 

The sale comes amid a flurry 
of mergers and acquisitions in 
the European financial industry 
ahead of the planned introduc- 
tion next year of the euro, the 
EU’s common currency. 

GAN had a loss of 5.6 billion 
francs (S920 million) in 1996, 
its third year of losses. In July, 
the EU authorized the state to 
give GAN aid of 24 billion 
francs in return for selling it. 
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Failure to Win 
EU Approval 
Costs Samsung 

Our S^rfFcm Da^actm 

BRUSSELS — The European 
Commission fined Samsung Elec- 
tronics Co. 33.000 European cur- 
rency units ($35,800) for failing to 
consult it before buying another 
company. 

The fine, the first rime the ex- 
ecutive body of the European Union 
has punished a company for failing 
to submir its plans for clearance in 
due time, was seen as a warning to 
companies not to ignore the EU’s 
fair competition roles. 

The penalty is relatively low be- 
cause the South Korean company's 
infringement of EU laws appeared 
to be unintentional and Samsung 
had since cooperated with EU au- 
thorities. the commission said. 

"Samsung is an important com- 
pany with significant activities in 
Europe and must be considered to be 
aware of EU merger control rales,” 
it said. 

Under EU rules, the body reviews 
all major mergers and takeovers that 
affect EU markets. It can veto or 
order changes in those it determines 
would unfairly distort competition. 

Samsung took control of AST Re- 
search Inc. of California in early 
1996 but did not request EU ap- 
proval until April 1997. 

Under EU rules, a company can 
be fined from 1,000 Ecus to 50.000 
Ecus if it fails to request approval 
within one week of the conclusion 
or announcement of a merger or 
acquisition. The commission can 
also impose a penalty of up to 10 
percent of worldwide revenue when 
a deal is implemented without its 
prior consent. (Reuters, AP) 

■ Volvo Buys Samsung Unit 

Volvo AB said Wednesday that 
its construction division had agreed 
to buy Samsung Heavy Industries 
Co.'s construction equipment busi- 
ness far an undisclosed sum, 
Bloomberg News reported from 
Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Included in the acquisition is the 
Korean distribution dperation and a 
plant in Changwon. 

The unit, which makes excavat- 
ors. eanhmovers and cranes, had 
sales of S700 million last year. 

Samsung Group, the’ second- 
largest conglomerate in South Korea, 
with 80 companies at the end of 1997, 
said last month that it would shed all 
its businesses outside three axe ac- 
tivities, including semiconductors. 
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Very briefly: 

• Volvo AB’s fourth-quarter profit fell 39 percent, to 1.11 
billion Swedish kronor (.SI 36.9 million), as tax charges tripled. 
Sales rose 24 percent, to 52.68 billion kronor. The carmaker, 
which has reserves of 19.10 billion kronor, quelled 
speculation it might give some of that back to shareholders by 
saying it needed to be prepared for potential acquisitions. 

• Mediaset SpA, the I talian media company controlled by 
former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, is discussing an 
alliance with News Corp. of Australia as pan of a drive to sell 
more television programs abroad and expand into satellite 
broadcasting and pay-TV. 

• Deutsche Bank AG*s 1997 net profit dropped 57 percent, to 
956 million Deutsche marks (S526 million) from 2.20 billion 
DM, as the bank set aside 4 billion DM to cover its exposure to 
the Asian financial crisis and to pay for a three-year re- 
organization during which the bank plans. to shed 9,000 jobs. 

• Usinor SA, France’s largest steelmaker, said net profit rose 
38 percent last year, to 2.06 billion francs (S3 37. 9 million). 
Sales rose just 1 percent, to 72 billion francs, but the company 
said revenue from continuing operations rose 7 percent. The 
company expects this year’s first-half profit to show a "sig- 
nificant” increase. 

• Groupe Bull, the French computer and software company, 
said second-half profit fell 45 percent, to 539 million francs, as it 
took a charge of 129 million francs to create a Europewide sales 
force and set aside money to create a software division based in 
the United States. The company said it soon would announce the 
hiring of an American as head of its software division. 

• Britain's Audit Commission conducted a survey indicating 

that computer fraud and abuse was on the increase in the 
country, with 45 percent of public- and private-sector or- 
ganizations polled saying they had suffered from some form of 
interference with their computer systems, compared with 36 
percent three years ago. Bloomberg. Reuters, AFP 
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Singapore Liberalizes 
Its Financial Structure 

Positioning Itself for Recovery in Region 


Ca^OtdbgOmSUgFromDapauha 

SINGAPORE — Singapore 
adopted a series of financial changes 
Wednesday, including allowing 
more of its surplus foods to be 
placed in private hands, to tty to 
reposition itself as a financial center 
in advance of the region’s recovery 
from its currency turmoil. 

The changes, presented by Lee 
Hsien Loong, a deputy prime min- 
ister, would also free all stock- 
brokerage rates within three years, 
deregulate the fledgling unit- trust 
industry and speed approval pro- 
cedures for share offerings. 

The measures are also aimed at 
letting the public “decide for them- 
selves what they want to invest in and 
what risks to accept," the govern- 
ment said. Among the measures was 
a move to encourage government- 
linked corporations and statutory 
boards to borrow from Singapore's 
debt market, where there are no long- 
dated corporate bonds at present. 

“It is not our intention to turn the 
financial sector upside down 
overnight,'* Mr. Lee said, but he 
said Singapore was laying a frame- 
work for regional business, which is 
expected to pick up again afro: eco- 


nomic problems caused by die cur- 
rency crisis dissipate. 

“We are doing this for die me- 
dium and long term,” he said, in- 
sisting that Singapore would not 
compromise its standards of integ- 
rity and supervision in the dereg- 
ulation process. 

He said the government wanted to 
improve the financial sector within 
the existing structure. 

* * You have a working system, and 
you want to improve it," he said. 
‘ ‘You can’t liberalize overnight, but 
we can do it over time. ” 

Analysts said the changes, nearly 
all adopted from recommendations 
by a top private-sector advisory pan- 
el had largely been expected and 
were part of Singapore's effort to 
expand its range offinancial products 
to keep pace with those offered by 
competitors soch as Hong Kong. 

“It's a positive development and 
geared for the long term, but we had 
expected the government to adept 
these reforms/' said John Doyle, 
financial analyst with Union Bank 
of Switzerland in Singapore. 

Timothy Wong, head of research 
at Vickers Balias, said: “The news 
is significant in that it is a step in the 
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HELLO, MOM! — A man using a Telstra Corp. pay phone 
in Sydney. Telstra's first-half profit soared to 1.61 billion 
Australian dollars ($1.08 billion) from 742 million dollars. 


right direction. Bat die near-term 
concern is still the regional crisis 
and its potential impact on coiporate 
earnings.” 

Singapore is the least affected by 
the sharp erosion in the value of 
regional currencies against the U.S. 
dollar, which has slowed economic 
growth and caused neighboring na- 
tions to make changes in their eco- 
nomic and financial systems. 

The prosperous city-state has bil- 
lions of dollars in public-sector funds, 
including a huge pension system, 
available for investment, but the gov- 
ernment has so far adopted a con- 


servative investment policy. 

Public-sector funds account for 5 
percent, or 6J5 billion Singapore 
dollars ($3.93 billion), of the 125 
h ill inn dollars of funds manag ed out 
of Singapore. 

The advisory panel proposed that 
this be raised to 20 percent, but Mr. 
Lee said the ceiling was still being 
worked out He also said that as part 
of reforms. Singaporeans should be 
able to use tbeir savings in the state- 
run Central Provident Fund to buy 
securities listed on the stock ex- 
change that are denominated in for- 
eign currencies. [AFP. Reuters) 


Change of Outlook at Taiwan Bank 


By Thomas Crampton 

International Herald Tribune 

BANGKOK — While Taiwan's 
central bank is issuing assurances 
that there will be a continuity of 
policy in its transition to a new gov- 
ernor, economists and bankers said 
Wednesday that the prime candi- 
dates to lead the institution were 
likely to speed opening of the is- 
land’s economy. 

The previous governor, Sheu 
Yuan-dong, whose conservative 
policies were credited with helping 
stabilize Taiwan through Asia’s 
economic turmoil was killed Mon- 
day in a plane crash at Taipei’s 
Chiang Kai-shek Airport. 

Taiwan’s economy has resisted 
the collapse that has beset other 
countries in the region. On Wed- 
nesday, the government released 
quarterly growth statistics that out- 
stripped all estimates. 

The Directorate General of 
Budget, Accounting and Statistics 
reported that the economy grew 7.08 


New Chief Expected 
To Open Economy 

percent in the fourth quarter of 1997 
compared with a year earlier, push- 
ing full-year growth in 1997 to 6.81 
percent. The chief of the directorate. 
Wei Duan, said the quarterly gain, 
the highest since a reading of 7.55 
percent in 1991, came as consumer- 
price inflation for the year hit a 10- 
year low of 0.90 percent 
While analysts say economic policy 
win not change overnight virtually all 
of die candidates likely to succeed Mr. 
Sheu as central bank governor are 
likely to pick up the pace of reform. 

Mike Chang, senior vice pres- 
ident and general manager of in- 
ternational banking at Chang Hwa 
Commercial Bank, said: “Almost 
all the possible governors have stud- 
ied abroad, and they all have very 
international outlooks. They are 
also all much younger than Mr. 
Sheu, so they wUJ perhaps be more 


active in the post and with liber- 
alization.” 

While the new bank governor will 
be announced next week, people in 
Taiwan's financial community have 
narrowed down the list to a handful 
of candidates, with Paul Chiu, the 
reform-minded finance minister, as 
the l partin g contender. 

Other possible candidates to 
serve as governor until 2000, when 
the current term runs out, include the 
central bank's deputy and acting 
governor. Patrick Liang; the chair- 
man of the Bank of Taiwan, Lo Chi- 
Tang; a minis ter without portfolio, 
Shirley Kuo, and the chairman of 
International Commercial Bank, 
Pemg Fai-nan. 

Despite being one of the world's 
top trading nations, Taiwan has a 
currency that cannot be freely ex- 
changed. and its economy remains 
relatively closed to foreigners. 

Liberalization moves could in- 
clude lifting the 30 percent ceiling 
on foreign ownership of listed 
companies, issuing more licenses to 
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Paul Chiu, a reformist, is a top 
candidate as central bank 
head. 

foreign commercial banks and se- 
curities companies, and allowing 
foreigners to invest more freely in 
bonds and commercial paper. 

“Looming over all issues about 
liberalization is. of course, inter- 
nationalizing the currency,” said 
Francis Yu, director of SBC War- 
burg Dillon Read in Taiwan. • ‘But I 
don't see any rush to change that" 


Sales Gains 
Abroad Lift 
Honda Profit 


Reuters 

TOKYO — Honda Motor Co. 
said Wednesday that its group profit 
for the three months to December 
rose 53 parent to a quarterly record 
and said it expected another record 
performance for its full year ending 
in March, helped by strong sales in 
North America. 

Honda said group net profit, or 
net profit at Honda and its units, rose 
to 65.20 billion yea ($515 million) 
in the October-December period as 
sales in North America made up for 
a slump at home and in the rest of 
Asia. Group sales rose 16.6 percent 
to 1.55 trillion yen in die period, also 
a quarterly record. 

On a pretax basis. Honda's group 
profit in the October-Decembcr 
quarter was 26 percent higher than a 
year earlier, as Honda had to make a 
hefty coiporate tax payment for foe 
Last "business year, when its profit 
more than tripled. 

“The good result was primarily 
due to solid sales in the North Amer- 
ican market.” a Honda spokesman 
said. “We are quite optimistic about 
achieving our full-year wminp 
forecasts.” 

In November, Honda predicted 
its fall-year group net profit woold 
be 250 billion yen, surpassing its 
record annual profit of 221.17 bil- 
lion yen foe previous year. 

Honda said its Accord model had 
good sales in North America after 
new models were introduced in 
September. The yen’s weakness, 
coupled with continued cost-cutting, 
contributed to Honda's earnings in 
the third quarter by making its 
products more competitive overseas. 

The Honda spokesman shrugged 
off the possibility of any major dam- 
age to gamings from Asia's cunency 
problems, which have already forced 
it to curb production in the region. 
“The Asian region accounted for 
only 2 percent to 3 percent of our 
total annual group sales,” be said. 
“Given the limited scale, do not ex- 
pect any major impact from this.” 

Takaki Nakanishi, an analyst at 
Merrill Lynch in Tokyo, said foe 
North American vehicle market in 
general could suffer a slowdown in 
foe next business year, with South 
Korean and some U.S. carmakers 
possibly ready to increase price 
competition in foe market. 

The earnings announcement 
came after the close of trading on the 
Tokyo stock market Honda shares, 
regarded as a core blue-chip issue, 
closed at 4.530 yen. down 70. 



Source: Telekurs 


Very briefly: ' . 

• Thailand's finance minister, Tarrin Ni mm a n a h ae m i n da, 
said the government would unveil a three-year plan Tuesday 
to strengthen the country’s banking and financial sector that, 
would require financial institutions to adopt stricter reserve 

provisions and accounting practices. 

• Australian dockworkers in Melbourne protesting foe start- 
up of a no nuni on stevedoring company returned to work as foe 
maritime onion planned its next move in the dispute. 

• Ford Motor Co. applied to set up a 6.18 billion peso 
($153.4) car-assembly plant in foe Philippines, a senior trade 
official said. 

• Australian Consolidated Press, Kerry Packer's m a gaz i ne 
unit, raised its holding in Vietnam Investment Review LhL, - . 
publisher of foe country 's only foreign-owned E nglis h-l a ngua ge 
weekly newspaper, to 100 percent from 70 percent. Sources said 
the transaction involved a cancellation of debt and no cash. 

• Edaran Otomobil Nasional Bhd-’s finance company, EON 
Finance Bhd.. agreed to merge with Gadek Capital Bhd. in 


Malaysia’s third finance-company merger in less than two 
months. 

• South Korean prosecutors said the country’s companies 
could lose 1.25 trillion won ($771.4 million) in sales because 
of the illegal transfer of semiconductor technology to a 
Taiwanese company. Nan Ya Technology Corp. 

• Daewoo Motor Corp. upheld its pledge to invest $13 
billion in Poland by 2001 despite economic problems in South 
Korea, a senior executive at the automaker's flagship Polish 
plant said. 

• Fletcher Challenge Ltd., a New Zealand-based industrial, 
forestry and energy company, reported a 53-5 percent increase 
in its second-half profit, to 413 million New Zealand dollars 
($240.9 million). 

• GE Capital Services plans to set up a joint venture with 

Toho Mutual Life Insurance Co. April 1 to sell life-in- 
surance products in Japan. Reuters, AFP. fUoomberg 
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SPONSORS: Corporate Goals vs. Olympic Ideals in Nagano 


Continued from Page 13 


way Japan, are “Gold Sponsors,” giv- 
ing them rights in Japan for foe Nagano 
games only — and use of the Olympic 
rings in their advertising. 

“Corporate sponsors help make the 
Olympics accessible to foe world,” said 
Scott McCune, director of worldwide 
sports for Coca-Cola, which began 
Olympic sponsorship in 1928 by send- 
ing foe U.S. team to Amsterdam with 
some Coke. 

A 1996 poll by The Associated Press, 
conducted just as the Atlanta Olympics 
began, found that 66 percent of Amer- 
icans felt commercial participation was 
necessary, just 29 percent thought the 
Olympics had become too commercial 
And 86 percent said a company's spon- 
sorship has no bearing on their buying 
habits. 


This year, though, has seen some in- 
teresting juxtapositions that are unlike 
Olympics past. At the opening cere- 
mony, Samaranch wore a Mizuno coat in 
a forum that is traditionally logo-free. 
And CBS Sports’ decision to wear jack- 
ets emblazoned with Nike’s emblem had 
some Olympics watchers crying uneth- 
ical 

“That told me that everything and 
everyone is for sale.” said Susan Ho- 
facre. head of the sports administration 
department at Robert Morris College in 
Pittsburgh. 

“I’ve gotten used to seeing it all over 
athletes,” she said. “I’m used to skiers 
holding their skis so you can see the 
‘Rossignol* But when 1 see sports an- 
nouncers and the head of the IOC doing 
that, it becomes jarring.’ ’ 

Though not an Olympic sponsor, Nike 
is a major presence in Nagano. Its ath- 


letes number in foe thousands and its 
logo no longer requires the accompa- 
nying word ‘ ‘Nike” to be recognized. ( 

“I'm not depressed at being a ubi- 
quitous symbol” said Vizhier Cozpuz 
Mooney, a Nike spokeswoman. “Yes, 
the things that we do as a sports company 
are becoming news themselves. But 
we're just doing what we do.*' 

Ultimately, the question is this: Does 
what corporations add to an Olympics 
outweigh concerns about nx>neyinaking 
ventures being so crucial to what, the- 
oretically, is supposed to be a final bas- 
tion of sport for sport's sake? 

“There are no total tyrants and no 
totally good people in this,” said John 
Lucas, a Penn State professor emeritus 
who has been researching foe Olympics * 
for 35 years. “But as long as we are * 
alive, it is impossible to exclude the 
corporate sector." . . 


ITALY: Prodi Begins to Rojtl Out a Series of Free-Market Reforms 


Continued from Page 1 


with plans to introduce more disclos- 
ure requirements and improved corpo- 
rate governance rules for publicly 
quoted companies on the Milan bourse, 
and the Consob stock market regulatory 
authority will strengthen its protection 
of small investors. 

What is surprising about the new drive 
toward deregulation is that while there 
have been some complaints from trade 
unions and opposition leaders, the Prodi 
deregulation plan, especially foe pack- 
age concerning the state bureaucracy, 
has sparked relatively little in the way of 
mass protest. 

Silvio Berlusconi, leader of the center- 
right opposition, on Wednesday wel- 
comed the changes to the stock market, 
but criticized foe government’s approach 
on bureaucracy and retailing as a shift 
from a dirigiste vision of the economy to 
a wildly free-market approach.” 

Mr. Berlusconi said he agreed “with 
the principle of introducing private-sec- 
tor concepts in foe public sector.” But 
Mr. Berlusconi contended in an interview 
that “foe way the government is moving 
seems to us a way of getting rid of those 
senior bureaucrats who are not politically 
in line with the government, and putting 
their own people in, as in a regime." 

Mr. Prodi and other government of- 
ficials deny vociferously that there is any 
attempt to pack foe bureaucracy with 
-olitical nominees. According to Franco 
assanini, the minister responsible for 


France spoke of curbing foe privileges of 
public-sector employees, in 1995, a fi- 
nance minister lost bis job and militant 
unions took to the streets, threatening 
social cohesion. 


In Germany, meanwhile, attempts to 
eproduced 


shaking up the bureaucracy, “We do not 
plan to have thousands of political ap- 
pointees, as is the case in Washington 


but we do want to be able to change 
senior officials on foe basis of merit and 
efficiency.” 

Some wildcat union movements have 
also protested about foe rales affecting 
iblic sector employees, but foe response 
jm Italy’s three official trade unions — 
the CGEL QSL and UIL — has been 
fairly muted, even cooperative. 

By contrast, the last time anyone in 


liberalize the retail sector have pi 

limited results, while repeated efforts to 
liberalize the state bureaucracy have 
stalled in Parliament. 

* ‘The opposition to reforms in Italy is 
less visible than elsewhere in Europe.” 
said Ken Wattret, an economist at Pari- 
bas in London, “because a series of 
Italian governments have had to tackle 
longer term economic reforms anyway, 
including radical fiscal policies, in order 
to qualify for the single currency. And so 
a culture of reform has been established 
and it is a climate more conducive to 
sweeping reform than in other countries 
such as France and Germany.” 

In Frankfurt. Norbert Walter, chief 
economist at Deutsche Bank, said foe 
reason Mr. Prodi has been able to launch 
foe deregulation measures is that “this is 
a consensus society, which can be led to 
foe middle only by foe center-left.” 

“If Helmut Kohl did this in Ger- 
many,” said Mr. Walter, “he would be 
accused of representing rich people and 
big business, but in Italy the center-left 
can argue that globalization doesn't 
leave them any alternative and they can 
get away with it.” 

Mr. Waiter said the same type of 
liberalization moves had been pushed 
through by center-left governments in 
Holland and Sweden, where foe gov- 
ernments also had dose ties to unions. 

Innocenzo Cipolletta, director-gener- 
al of Confindu stria, foe I talian employ- 
ers’ federation, agreed, saying that “in 
Italy it has been foe left and the trade 
unions that have traditionally engaged in 
street protests, but the left and the unions 
here are in a tacit nonaggression pact 
with foe government. ’ * 

Mr. Cipolletta also stressed that foe 
Prodi government had softened foe 
political impact of its measures by lim- 
iting the extent of pension reform and by 


promising to introduce legislation re- 
quiring foe introduction of a 35-hour 
working week. 

“The reforms of retailing, the stock 
market and the bureaucracy are good 
reforms, and they go in foe right di- 
rection, but they do not really hit the 
pocketbook interests of most voters on 
the center-left,” he said. 

Opposition to retailing deregulation, 
for example, bas come from Sergio 
Bille, head of the Confcommercio 
traders’ and retailers' association, whose 
members tend to favor the center-right 
more than the governing center-left co- 
alition. Mr. Bille has . argued - tib 3 * the 
abolition of licenses for retailers that 
open shops of up to 300 square meters 
will mean financial hardship for shop 
owners who traditionally pay nigh prices 
for licenses and consider these to be 


an 


asset that can be sold along with the rest 
of their business. 


Mr. Berlusconi suggested a more 
gradual approach for the reform of re- 
tailing. saying that “to elfrhihhte all' li- 
censes immediately will damage family 
businesses and cause anarchy.” The op- 
position leader also said the retail sector 
reforms would “hit a group of people 
who are not part of the Prodi govern- 
ment's electorate.” 

Mr. Berlusconi also criticized foe 
government’s plan to introduce legis- 
lation mandating a 35-hour working 
week, calling it “economic suicide" ana 
noting that the only reason the plan 
exists is because it was the price Mr. 
Prodi had to pay during a political crisis 
last October in order to avoid losing the 
parliamentary support of foe far- left Re- 
founded Communist Party. 

Mr. Prodi instead insisted that an ac- 
cord on foe legislation would soon be 
reached between the government, .trade 
unions, foe business community, and foe 
Refounded Communists. 

"We have not yet found the right 
accord, but we will achieve thin without 
damaging social cohesion,” he said. 
“The government wants to talk to all 
social parties.” 
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World Roundup 


Rangers Fire Coach 

ice hockey Colin Campbell, 
who took the New Yoik Rangers to 
the National Hockey League’s 
Conference finals last season, was 
fired Wednesday as coach. 

No successor was chosen, bat 
separate repons suggested that he 
would be replaced either by John 
Muckier, former coach at Edmon- 
ton, or EJ. McGuire, coach of the 
team's American Hockey League 
affiliate in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Campbell. 45, had a 1 18-108-43 
record in three and a half seasons. 
But this season the team, with a 
payroll of $44 million, highest in 
NHL history, is 17-24-16. (API 

Veterans Beat League 

■WM I A group of 384 
former players was awarded 
$58,000 and interest for royalties 
owed by major league baseball for 
the use of their pictures and names. 
The players sued major league 
baseball, and its marketing arm, in 
Alameda County Superior Court 
for breach over payments for sev- 
eral products, including trading 
cards. (AP) 

Go Ahead for Belgian GP 

formula one The International 
Automobile Federation (FI A) has 
given the green light to Spa-Fran- 
corchamps to stage the 1998 Bel- 
gian Grand Prix, the Walloon re- 
gional government said Wednes- 
day. The F1A had threatened to 
cancel the race, scheduled for Aug. 
30. after the Belgian government 
decided 1 to ban all tobacco ad- 
vertising and sponsorship from Jan. 
1, 1999. (Reuters) 

Test Fizzles Out 

cricket The first test between 
South Airica and Pakistan in Jo- 
hannesburg was abandoned Wed- 
nesday because of bad light and 
lack of enthusiasm — there was 
little chance of any result other than 
a draw. After the game both teams 
were fined for the slow rate at 
which they bowled their overs. 

Rashid Latif, the Pakistan cap- 
tain, said his team had debated re- 
turning home because of persistent 
speculation over the mugging of 
two players. Mohammad Akram 
and Saqlain Mushtaq. The police 
have been investigating claims the 
two players were seen at a Johan- 
nesburg night club at the time of the 
alleged attack. (Reuters) 


Royle Hired 
To Retool 
Manchester 
City Club 

Reuters 

Joe Royle, former manager of both 
die Oldham and Everton soccer clubs, 
took over at Manchester City on Wed- 
nesday after Frank Clark was dis- 
missed. 

Royle, 47, signed a two-and-a-half- 
year deal with City, which has won the 
English championship twice but is now 
second- from- Last in the first division. 
That is the lowest position in die club’s 
history and 43 places below its local 
rival, Manchester United. City has IS 
more matches this season, ana if it re- 
mains in die bottom three places of die 
first division it will be relegated to die 
second division. 

“I have no qualms or worries about 
the situation," Royle said. “We have 
problems, but they are not unsolv- 
able.” 

Royle played for City from 1974 to 
1980. He left as Everton ’s manager in 
March 1997. "City means a lot to me," 
he said. 

■ Greeks Go Easy on a Colleague 

Greek lawmakers agree that fan vi- 
olence at soccer matches is unforgivable 
— unless the alleged hooligan is one of 
their own. The Associated Press re- 
ported from Athens. 

Ignoring an appeal by a public pros- 
ecutor, a strong majority of the 300- 
member Greek Parliament voted not to 
strip a fellow deputy, Yianrns Tsaklidis, 
of his immunity from prosecution after, 
he was accused of beating a soccer 
referee following a first-division game 
last year. 

In a vote late Tuesday, 187 of 254 
deputies present opposed allowing 
Tsaklidis’s prosecution, despite -the 
lawmaker's admission that ■ he* 
threatened the referee in January 1997^- 
The decision was published Wednes-^ 
day. 

Tsaklidis allegedly beat the referee at 
a match between Kavalla, the team he 
supports, and visiting Olympiakos Pir- 
aeus. 

He rushed onto the field after fans 
complained that the referee was favor- 
ing Olympiakos, which won the match, 
2 - 1 . 

Tsaklidis denied hitting the referee, 
but admitted to Parliament that he 
threatened the man with violence. . 

"I told him I could beat him up if I 
wanted because I’m a deputy and I have 
immunity," Tsaklidis said. 
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Steffi Graf hitting a backhand in her victory Wednesday over Andrea Glass at the Faber Grand Prix in Hannover.' 

A Bit Rusty, But Same Old Steffi c 

Graf Rolls in First Singles Match Since Injury Forced 8-Month Layoff 


The Associated Press 

HANNOVER, Germany — Steffi 
Graf roiled to an easy two-set victory 
Wednesday in her first singles match in 
more than eight months. 

Displaying no signs of die knee injury 
that sidelined her for so long. Graf beat 
a fellow German, Andrea G ass, 6-4, 6- 
2. in a second-round match at the 
$450,000 Faber Grand Prix. 

"I'm not . happy with everything 
today, butl clearly have the feeling I can 
make it," said Graf, whose injuries 
forced her to delay her comeback five 
tunes and led to speculation she would 
never return. 

Graf, who held the top ranking for a 
record 374 weeks, had already tested the 
knee in a doubles v ictory Monday, play- 
ing competitively fra the first time since 
a loss to Amanda Coetzer at the French 
Open on June 3. 

On Wednesday, Graf sometimes 
struggled with her backhand and com- 
mitted, numerous- unforced errors 
against Glass, who is ranked 95th in the 
world. At the start of the second set, 
Graf threw her racket in frustration. 

"I know I can play better — I made a 


lot more errors than in practice.'” she 
said. But she still won in 64 minutes as 
4,000 spectators'stomped their feet and 
cheered wildly after match point ' 

Graf, 28, wiU face a tougher opponent 
in her quarterfinal match Thursday or 
Friday, playing either Sabine Appel- 
mans of Belgium, ranked No. 24 in die 
world, or Magdalena Maleeva ofiBtri- 
garia, ranked No.’29. 

“I don’t really care who I play,” Graf 
said. ‘Tm just happy to be back. I've 
worked really hard fra this.” * . . 

The seven-time Wimbledon chara- ' 
pion had her left leg surgically repaired 
for fractured cartilage and a ruptured 
patella shortly after losing to Coetzer, 
then underwent intensive therapy..Until 
two months ago. Graf said she wasn't ‘ 
sure her knee would allow a come- :< 
back. . 

“The knee is in very good shape after 
the operation, but of course, itwill never, 
be perfect,” she said. . 

In Graf's absence, Martina Hingis ‘ 
has taken over the No. 1 ranking?- But 
Graf, who has won 2 1 Grand Slam titles, 
said Monday that she was still ambi- 
tious. “If T didn’t have that ambition, 1 


shouldn’t have come back," ' Graf&aid. 


the, first - set, as bee backhand errors 
mounted, Graf also moved- easily 
around the court and flashed&e power- 
ful forehand that once dominated worn- . 
en’s tennis. " „ {• v~‘ 

-■ Henman anEadyErit Agahi’V 

Tirti Henman, ranked No; 17. . in fee 
wcnrjd, . crashed to his fourtii-consecutive 
first-niund defeat when be 1031/7-5,6-3; 
to. an unseeded Swede. Magnus NOr- 

man, m the European Community ten- 
nis championship; Reuters : reported 
from Antwerp. 

. Greg Rusedski, the fifth seed, beat tbe- 
rising Moroccan star, Hicham Arazi, 7- 
6, 3-6, 6-3» after a tense dutd. 

• ■ Henman, last yeaf’s losing finalist in 
Antwerp, said the string of early exits 
was eating away at his self-confwience, 
but that he hoped to turn fee tide soon: 

“I’m not fee first player to struggle 
1 wifo^Sffiitebceahdlwon’tbethelast.” 
said ihe eighth-seed.' * ‘There is nothing 
you can do about it. If I can keep work- 
ing at my game, I ksowTlI come out the 
other side and tbe wins will come."’ . " 


* .1 the Associated Press 

. 'MHftiRD, Connecticut — Kytf 
JBdva Was a.. 13-year-old Little League; 
Jane iro when he realized that Sometimes* 
adults take; the game . of baseball very- 
seriously. 4 " - - • 

What started out as a game played by~ 
1Q-. and 11-year-olds oh Oct 5, 1996,- 
raided up in Connecticut Superior Court: 
on Tuesday, pitting Kyle against one of 
die coaches. - 

;. ■ The freckled-faced boy, now- 15, took- 
^the.wtoes* stand to testify feat a coach/; 
RjctiafaBurns, 39, shoved him after an . 
emotional game. Bums was charged 
wife breach qFpeacefbr aOegedlyshoy- ' 
ing Kyie imo a feaice. ' *. - - 

tCyVe had ealled off' fee game in fee 
' second inning because the adult coaches 
. sefoamed at fee calls. ■ ' " “ 

. : -lit didn’t finish because the coached 
got but 'of hand," Kyte said. “They' 
were yelling and. got thrown out of tbd< 
game.;” . ' 

. . The young ump. still wearing braces ' 

. on Ids teeth, told a state prosecutor,-' 
Mark .Hurley*, feat he ordered the 
; coaches off fee field “for swearing-amP 
unsportsmanlike conduct.” 

' -He said Bums marched his team off' 

- the field and then returned and push at* 

. Inm mtq a gate. “He pushed me from''- 
‘ my shoulder into fee fence,” said Bova, 
.-who was & seventh- -grader at the timeu* 
^'My back hurtalittle bit." -‘~ 

; After the brief game between fee Mil'’* 
ford International- team and tbe Bums- , 
Construction team, Bova told his par- If 
ents what happened and they took him^ 
to tbe police department to file a coripf 
plaint. - yj 

The breach^oT-peace charge is aQa^ 
dB' misdemeanor feat could bring a seirC 
tence of -six months in prison and a - 
$1,000 fin e. , 

A defense, attorney, Daniel Shepro, ’ 

• said Bums refused to plea bargain and 
demanded a trial because “my client., 

. says he’s innocent. That's why we’re’' 
here.*! •' '. - 

- A second prosecution witness, David Z 
Hill, backed up Bova ’s account Hill, an “ 
assistant coacn for the Milford Inter- 
national Team, said Bumsmade “quite : 

' a scene”, when the umpire made a caff j 
he didn’t agree until, and exhibited par- - 
tiCularly malicious - behavior toward '• 
Kyle.. : 

“He shoved Kyle Bova, almost vh ’ 
ciously, into the fence,” Hill testified. 
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SPORTS 


Stoudamire a Hit 
Blazer Debut 

Portland Native Welcomed Home 


The Associated Press 

Damon Stoudamire had 12 
joints, eight rebounds and six 


- is&ists in his debut as a Trail 
*1' (j jfiazer as Portland beat 


golden State, 101-83. 

The game Tuesday night 


vas played after Golden State 

* Joe Smith and Brian 


Bwr'.. ,RL 


cv 


•■'Lp^ 


■ . 

V* r. 


nupsn . 

Hlhav. 1 to Philadelphia for Jim 
ackson and Clarence Weath- 
onrim, " ^P 000 earlier in the day. 

wait Williams, traded by 
>14 Toronto with Stoudamire and 
" ** 2-Xelv 1 V ar ! os had 15 points 

v ' ^R-his debut with the Blazers, 

V"' 3j 0is* s 


V : '> - *-nl £ A ' WBARomnpup 
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Rogers played six 
r ■ kjpuj iuflutes forhrs new ream. The 
’ Varriors, fearful of losing 
v , • rw^mith as a free agent after the 

played shorthanded 
"-"-U ’’t dteir deal with the 

“J* \6ers. 

• . ^■cefor a j]' t,.The Raptors, meanwhile, 
; encc ^ere still awaiting the arrival 

j eh j/j. ,f Kenny Anderson, acquired 
■jf. *' c; W'cihe^ ni, .9. die Stoudamire deal last 
‘* r,e : riday with Alvin Williams 


• - insh bicju.** nd Gary Trent. They might 
"iAia." k.j, /T-jave lo trade Anderson, who 


Z'.'I ihrtr^^ias vowed not to play for 


M;>. h 


urr.p. 

iolj 

;hj- 


hem. 

Stoudamire, a Portland na- 


'htlwcjw. , 

i .I-,- ~ive, got a warm hometown 
■ P^reeting. 


IjiL. r w 

'• '.h- find 102 , Cutties 99 The 


•7 "Ar .'<.ir«jiici 

“■i’.bslii :•! 


'Celtics benched Chauncey 
lillups. the No. 3 overall pick 
• i -.r.;::. r-jgn'T foithe 1997 draft, and Dee 
'-iji ^rown as Boston lost at Sac- 
^- 0 -v L:^ 35 aniento. 

. * i.“If Channcey is involved 

tra( I e ’ we don’t want to 

'lay him until the trade dead- ing aoaeo 1 / points ana seven 
'■ ‘^tne is over," said the Boston rebounds for the Heat, who 
i, : '..'"I 'V' ^^-oach, Rick Pitino, referring have won three straight and 
-V, . .. ; J , Ji & die NBA trade deadline on 


■V 


Thursday. Pitino said the 
Celucs were not ready to 
make any promises to Billups 
as they explored more ways 10 
rebuild for the future. 

Mitch Richmond scored 23 
points and Anthony Johnson 
had a career-high 21 for Sac- 
ramento. It was the fourth 
straight vicioty for the Kings, 
who led by as many as 21 
points in the third quarter. 

76 ers 98 , Cava liars 97 

Brevin Knight, the NBA lead- 
er in steals, missed a foul shot 
with 2.6 seconds left after 
swiping the ball from Allen 
Iverson, and Philadelphia 
grabbed a rare victory over 
visiting Cleveland. 

Iverson had 27 points for 
the 76ers, who broke a 12- 
game losing streak to the 
Cavs. Derrick Coleman ad- 
ded 17 points and 15 re- 
bounds, while Tbeo Ratliff 
had 17 points for the 76ers. 

Bun* 105 , Pacer* 07 Mi- 
chael Jordan celebrated his 
35th birthday by scoring 27 
points in a spirited duel with 
Reggie Miller. 

Miller scored 34 points for 
the visiting Pacers, including 
7-of-9 from 3-point range. 

The Bulls (39-15) opened 
the fourth quarter with a J 3-5 
spurt to grab a 1 6-point lead 
and went on to even their sea- 
son series with the Pacers (36- 
15) at one victory apiece. 

Hast 110, Timborwo tvos 84 

Vosbon Lenard scored 26 
points on 10-of-13 shooting 
to lead Miami over visiting 
Minnesota. Alonzo Mourn- 
ing added 17 points and seven 



Warriors Ship Joe Smith 
As Trade Deadline Looms 


By Mike Wise 

Vn» Yitrl Tirr.ts Ser.hr 


NEW YORK — Joe Smith is going home. 
Anfemee Hardaway and Mitch Richmond arc 
going nowhere. .And before Thursday at 6 
P.M. eastern standard time. Christian Lae truer 
could be headed almost anywhere. 

With the National Basketball Association 
trading deadline looming, at least one of a 
million rumored deals came to fruition on 
Tuesday while others either died or sprang to 
life on the bargaining table. 

The Golden State Warriors decided that 
Smith, the No. 1 overall draft pick in 1995, 
was not worth the SI 00 million contract he 
wants, so they shipped him to his hometown 
of Philadelphia with Brian Shaw for Jim Jack- 
son and Clarence Weatherspoon. 

As one Eastern Conference general man- 
ager. who spoke on the condition of anonym- 
ity, said: “They could have gotten much more 
for him three’ weeks ago. but that’s what 
happens when you hold" on to a player you 
don't want." 

The Orlando Magic and the Sacramento 
Kings were still entertaining offers for their 
perennial All-Stars, but neither Hardaway nor 


Richmond appeared headed to another team. 

from both teams said they were in 


Michael Jordan doing what he does best during the Bulls' victory over the Pacers. 


have won three straight and 
seven of eight. Tim Harda- 


way had 17 points and nine 
assists, and PJ. Brown added 
10 points and 15 rebounds. 

Spurs 95, Piston* 94 In San 
Antonio. Avery Johnson hit a 
wide open 15-foot jumper 
with 4.4 seconds left as the 
Spurs won without their in- 
jured center, David Robin- 
son. 


Sun* 95, Hava ricks 77 Cliff 
Robinson scored 14 of his 20 
points during a third-quarter 
surge as Phoenix won at Dal- 
las. Jason Kidd added 17 
points and 14 rebounds 
against his former team, and 
Antonio McDyess had IS 
points and 13 rebounds to 
help the Suns to their seventh 


victory in nine games. Mi- 
chael ’ Finley's 22 points 
paced the Mavericks. 

Knicks 91, Nu 99 «ts 77 Al- 
lan Houston scored 2 1 points 
and John Starks had 18 as 
New York won at Denver, its 
fourth straight victory. The 
Knicks held the Nuggets ro 14 
points in the fourth quarter. 


Executives 

no hurry to deal franchise players who might 
bring more-equipped suitors in the off season. 

Bui the Atlanta Hawks are apparently se- 
riously interested in moving either Laetin’er or 
Allan' Henderson, their power-forward tan- 
dem. who w ill both be free agents at season’s 
end and who decided not to negotiate contract 
extensions last summer. 

According to an Eastern Conference team 
official, the Kings have offered Michael Smith 
and Billy Owens to the Hawks for Laettner. 

An Eastern Conference general manager 
also said that the Nets were interested in 
Laettner in a package that would involve 
Kendall Gill, but neither club would confirm 
trade conversations involving Laettner. 

“Everybody in the basketball world knows 
we’re exploring all our options,’’ Pete Bab- 
cock. the Hawks’ general manager, said. 
“We’re trying to decide rationally what rhe 
most prudent thing to do is.’’ 


Laettner is averaging 14.S points per game, 
his lowest point production since his fresh- 
man year at Duke University. His 7.4 re- 
bounds per game is the second worst he has 
had in hrs six seasons in the league. 

Meanwhile, while stoning in place of a flu- 
ridden Laettner the past week. Henderson has 
played well and given credence to speculation 
that the Haulcs cannot pay and retain bolb 
forwards in the off season. 

“We like both players, and both figure 
prominently into what we do." Babcock said. 
“We are concerned about it. " 

The Toronto Raptors are still waiting for 
Kenny Anderson to report. Since being traded 
for Damon Stoudamire last Friday in a six- 
player swap between Portland and Toronto, 
the* former Trail Blazers’ point guard has 
waged a holdout to protest the deal and make 
sure he is re-routed to a contending team. 

The Detroit Pistons are said to be that team 
by a number of team officials. The club has 
apparently offered Jerome Williams, Don Re- 
id and point guard Lindsey Hunter for An- 
derson and the Toronio center Zan Tabak. 

Pat Riley is still talking to Phoenix about 
the possibility of moving Isaac Austin and 
Dan Majerle to the Sunsfor Cliff Robinson 
and Cedric Cebaiios. It is not unthinkable that 
Austin and Ceballos will switch addresses, 
only because their current teams desperately 
want to get rid of them because of salary cap 
restraints this summer. 

Several teams are already giving up on their 
rookie point guards. The Vancouver Grizzlies 
are shopping .Antonio Daniels, and the Boston 
Celtics are trying to move Chauncey Billups 
and the center Travis Knight before Thursday. 

Wiih another summer of spending a few 
months away, many teams are not angling to 
make their franchises better this season. Some 
are simply thinking about salary-cap room to 
sign their stars in the off season. “In our case, 
we have a team that’s improved and good, but 
not yet a championship contender." said John 
Nash, the Nets’ general manager. 

"I'm not saying we're going to do 
something, but if we did, "it might be 
something small to put us in a position where 
we can make that next step during the off 
season." 
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TUESDAY AESlflTS 

24 21 26 24— 97 
. K<;tfloiWpKa 27 23 2B 2ft- 98 

'■ . . . C: Poison 10-12 0-1 24 IlffauskM 7-10 10- 

" 't2*P:lwraon9-199-12 27,Oilonum4-13 

'Iff 17, Ratliff 7-70 3-4 17. 


Hebounifc— Cfeveftmd 41 (llgouslms 10). 
PtiRoddphla SS (Cotemcm 15). 
Assists— Cleveland 24 (Krrigtd 10). 

PMftxMpMa 24 (Iverson 8). 

Minnesota IB 15 24 27— M 

Moral 24 29 27 30—110 

M:Gomett 7-220-0 14, Martwry 5- U 1 211 
M: Lenard 10-13 2-2 2& Mounting 6-11 5-8 
17. Hardaway 7-16 0-0 17. 

gefxweifa M innesota 51 (Roberts 8), 
Miami 57 (Brawn 1 5). Assists— Minnesota 13 
(Marti iay 63, Miami 30 (Hardaway 9). 
Detroit 25 27 25 17— 94 

San Antonio ■ 29 24 21 21— 95 
D: Du mare 9- IB 0-0 71, HOI 6-174^420; SA_- 
Dimcan 13-18 2-2 2 & M. WBHojth 6-8 4-5 !& 
Rotarands— DetraK 33 (Hurrtot PaBad 53. 
San . Antonia 48 (Dunam II). 
Awisfs-Drtraff 24 (Hil 12), San Antonio 24 
'[Duncan 9). 

- ladlaw 25 13 29 30- 97 

Chicago 29 23 23 30—105 

I: Mffler 12-19 3-5 34. Mu Bn M Ml* C: 
Jordan 13-23 1-3 27. Pl»«i 10-20 2-2 25. 
Kukoc 8-14 M 19. Rtboimds— Indfana 40 
(D-Davts 8}. CMCD0O 47 (Rodman 133. 
Assists— Indiana 22 (Jadrean 9), Chicago 27 
(Jordan 6). 

Phoenix 21 19 29 26-95 

Dados 18 15 19 25-77 

P. Robinson 8*13 2-2 2ft McDyess S-15 8-9 
lft D: FMey 7-18 7-8 22. Saitt 7-16 0-0 17. 
Rebovnifc— Phoenfc 71 (Wdd 14), Dales 37 
(Green 10). Assists— Phoenix 22 {Robinson. 
Nash Manning 4). DaBas 10 (Finley, Davis 
Strickland 23. 

Now York 22 21 26 22- 91 

Denver 20 19 24 14- 77 

N.Y^ Houston 8-1B 2-2 21. Starks 4-14 3-4 
1ft D; LEW s 7-18 7-8 2ft Garrett 7-11 2-4 16. 
Robouads— New York 58 (Dudley 10). 
Denver 49 (Genet) 12). Assist*— New York 
18 (Odder 53. Denver 14 tt-EIBs. Jackson. 
Newman. GaWwlre3). 

GoMon State 10 19 27 27— 83 

Portland 31 18 28 24—101 

Deft 1 1-20 3-4 2& Damper B-15 0-0 
Ids P: Rkier 8-15 7-824. DNeal 7-12 4WS 18. 
Rebounds— Golden State 57 (Dumpier 12). 


Portland 63 (Ottea* 12). Assists— GoUJon 
State IB (Booties 9). Portland 22 (Stoudamire 
6 ). 

Boston 20 23 26 JO- 99 

Sacra raetdo 24 31 26 21—102 

B: McCarty 6-9 8-11 2ft Walker 3-15 12-16 
lftS: Richmond 6-1 79-11 2ft Johnson 9-140- 
0 21, WiMamson 8-15 S-10 21. 

R ebo u nd*— B olton 55 (Walker 17), 
Sacra m ento 46 (Stevrart B). Assists— Boston 
19 (Edney 81, Soonmenta 23 (Richmond 6). 

Major College Scores 


CjimcHaiTBS, Moire Dome 79 
Princeton 71, Penn 52 
Michigan State 8ft Michigan 75 


CRICKET 


south Arnu vs. pakistam 
FIRST TEST. FOUL DAY 
WEWESSAY M JOHANNESBURG 
South AMca: 364 and 44-0 
Pafcaftm329 

Test abandoned as a draw due to bod light 
after hmch. 


TRANSITIONS 


State lor F Joe Smith and G Brian Shaw. 

Seattle— A ctivated G Nam McMkian 
from injured list. Placed C- James Cation on 
Injured list. 

FOOTBALL 

NATTONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Baltimore— A cquired RB Errict Rhett 
from Tampa Bay for 1999 3rd- round draft 
pick. Re signed TE Eric Green to 2-year con- 
tract. 

CHICAGO— Signed DT Mike Weils to 5-year 
contract. 

iNDiANAPaUS— Named Jon Torino condi- 
tioning csoch. 

JAOBONVB1S- Released S Dana Hall. 

Miami— S igned G Kevin Donnalley la 4- 
year contract. 

Minnesota — R e-stgr»d DL John Randle 
tn 5-yrorcontrod. 

N.Y.auum-SjgncdOB Kent Graham to3- 

year contract. 

N.v. jets— S igned WR Bernard Holmes. 

ST. Louts- Named Ed White offensive line 
coach. 

MOCKfeY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

CAROLINA— Reassigned G Tripp Tracy 
from Richmond. ECHL lo Hew Haven. AWL. 

R.Y. ISLANDERS— Recalled D Jason Shud- 
wkk and D Jason Holland from Ken hi cky, 
AHL 

ILY. RANGEtS— Filed head coach Cofti 
Campbell. 


A Dose of Magic Inspires the Spartans 

After Pep Talk by Alumnus. Michigan State Rips Its Cross-State Rival 


The Associated Press 

Magic Johnson made the big talk, and 
Jason Klein made the big shots. 

"I think we knew all along we were 
going to win," Klein said after scoring 
12 of his 17 points in the second half to 
help No. 14 Michigan State beat No. 22 
Michigan. 80-75, on Tuesday night. 

Klein’s clutch performance capped a 
couple of emotional days at Michigan 
State that featured a fiery pep talk by 
Johnson. 

Johnson, who led Michigan State to 
the 1979 NCAA championship, showed 
up at practice on Monday and reminded 
the Spartans, who lead the Big Ten with 


About five minutes before the open- 
ing tip-off. Johnson and Greg Kelser — 
who also starred on the 1979 team — 
were introduced to the 15.13S fans at 
Bresiin Center, die Spartans' home 
court. Before taking a seat in the stands. 
Johnson took the public-address micro- 


College Basketball 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Baltimore— A greed to toms with OF Jef- 
frey Hammonds on 3-year confracL: 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA— Purchased The contract of RHP 
Ken Robinson from Toronto, Designated 
LHP Kkt O|alo far assignment. 

los angeles— S igned RHP Chan Ha Park 
to 2 -year contract- 



two games remaining and haven't won a 
infer 


Bayern Munich ft Stuttgart 0 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
sold EM STATE— Tam inatod contract of F 
Dickey Simpkins- 

Philadelphia— T raded F Clarence 

Weatherspoon and G Jim Jackson to GoMen 


FOURTH ROUNO REPLAY 
Rangers ft Motherwell 0 
Dundee ft Bass County 0 

niRMPLY HTRNAhOllU 
South AustraGan XI 1, Japan 5 
l wnel 4 Turney 0 
Oman ft Gemtony 2 


conference championship since 1990, 
how much was at stake. 

With the victory, the Spartans (19-5, 
12-2) remained in first place in the Big 
Ten. "Magic talked to us for a long 
time,’’ said the team’s playmaker, 
Mateen Cleaves, who had 14 points and 
seven assists. "I think it’s time we start- 
ed wearing that pride around here again. 
He told us everyone who ever played at 
MSU would be watching this game.” 


phone. "We’ve got two more games 
after this,” Johnson told the cheering 
crowd "Then we can hang one more 
banner up." 

The Michigan coach, Brian Ellerbe, 
said: "How are we supposed to compete 
with Magic? Is that legal? That crowd 
was in a frenzy. But that’s Big Ten 
basketball at its best." 

The Spartans, who have won their last 
nine home games, took control from the 


start. They led by as many as 1 8 points in 
the first half. But Michigan ( 18-8, 8-5) 


opened the second half with an 8-2 run 
and tightened its defense. 

Louis Bullock scored 26 points and 
Jerod Ward had 22 for Michigan. 
Bullock's jumper cut the Spartans' 


lead ro 77-75 with 17.4 seconds remain- 
ing. But Klein, whose 3-pointer gave 
Michigan State a 73-68 lead with 1:31 
remaining, clinched it with two free 
throws with 6.4 seconds left. 

No. 7 Connecticut 88, Notre Dame 79 

Khalid El- Amin scored a career-high 30 
points, and visiting Connecticut sur- 
vived a late rally by Notre Dame. 

El-Amin scored seven points in the 
first 4:15 of the second half as rhe 
Huskies (23-4, 12-3 Big East) erased a 
12-poinl deficit with a J 7-5 run to tie the 
game at 50. Another basket by El-Amin 
fess than two minutes later put UConn 
ahead for good at 56-54. 

No. 9 Prmc 0 ton 71, Penn 52 Sieve 
Goodrich scored 19 points as Princeton 
remained unbeaten in the Ivy League 
and won its 14th straight game. 

The Tigers (21-1.9-0) have won iheir 
last 12 conference games by at least 10 
points, and second-year coach Bill Car- 
mody improved to 23-0 in the league. 

Princeton's only loss this season was 
at No. 1 North Carolina. The visiting 
Quakers (14-10. 7-2) had a seven-game 
winning streak snapped. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1998 


With Ease, Czechs Send 
U.S. Hockey Team Home 

Despite NHL Stars, Americans Miss Medal Round 


By Rachel Alexander 

Wiahinffton Post Service 


NAGANO, Japan — It was hard to tell 
whether pain or shock was registering on the 
faces of the American hockey players on 
Wednesday, since they were bolding their 
heads down for so long. 

A 4-1 quarterfinal loss to die Czech Re- 
public had knocked diem out of the Olympics, 
and as they skated toward the Czech team to 
shake hands, no one seemed to want to look up 
at the scoreboard and face the truth. 

Stocked with National Hockey League 
players for the first time, the U.S. squad blew 
chance after chance here, finishing sixth out 
of the eight teams in the tournament's main 
draw. In four games, the Americans defeated 
only one team, Belarus, and in their three 
losses, they were outscored, 12-4. 

‘ ‘This was the biggest waste of time, ever.” 
the team’s alternate captain, -Keith Tkachuk, 
said. “I hate to be negative, but this is dis- 
gusting. We deserve to be out of it; we didn't 
play well from the start 

"It's devastating. From the opening shot 
we weren’t well enough to do anything. We 
were just a big disappointment” 

The United States, winner of the 1996 
World Cup, was expected to compete for a 
gold medal and players said they had never 
considered going home without even playing 
a medal-round game. Another gold-medal fa- 
vorite, Sweden, was also knocked out of die 
tournament on Wednesday by Finland, 2-1. 
Canada rolled over Kazakhstan, 4- 1. and Rus- 
sia defeated Belarus, 4-1. 

Finland's victory was a major surprise, but 
looking back on the tournament, it was hard to 
call the Czech victory an upset The Czechs, 
who have 12 NHL players, won two of their 
three round-robin games, falling only to Rus- 
sia, 2-1. 

The Americans lost their first game to 
Sweden, 4-2, starting the game strong but then 
looking lost on the international ice surface, 
which is larger than an NHL rink. They then 
defeated Belarus, 5-2, but the game was much 
closer than the score indicated. By the time 
they got to their third and final round-robin 
game, a much-hyped matchup with Canada 


Olympic Schedule 
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unurniM. Slifea— Woman: SUom, KM am. Dm: 
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ALPtfM MCMMi Shiga- Woman: GJant Slaton. MO 
am. 

BOB8VES. Ibuna— Four-Man, 3 pan. 

CROW COUNTRY mcomo, Hokubo— Woman: 30km 
free, 9 non. 

FtOUM ■KJOWO, Nagano- Woman: FiMikafe 7 p.m. 

■cshockky. Nagano— Mom SeaMnate Czech RepuMc 
w. Canada 245 pan.- Riraslavc.FHand.Ooi5 pan. 

no wi i c oomhmed, Hakubo— ttSkm Teem, 1 pan. 

Nagano— woman SOW malaca 3 pan. 



Gretzky celebrating after creating Steve YzemuuTs goaL 


the Americans looked more comfortable on 
the ice surface. They struggled against goal- 
tender Patrick Roy, however, and the defense 
often made mental errors in a 4-1 loss. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. players created 
more scoring chances than at any other time in 
the tournament, but they were simply unable 
to finish all but one of their 39 shots on the 
Czech goal tender, Dominik Hasek. 

“We had a number of chances but Dominik 
Hasek was just unbelievable,” said Ron 
Wilson, the U.S. Coach. “It just seemed we 
couldn’t finish off, especially in the last two 
games, the opportunities that we managed to 
create.” 

On Tuesday, Wilson tried to give his play- 
ers some extra motivation for this game by 
letting the team 's trainer, Juergen Mere, shear 
his hair to a close-cropped crew cul Wilson 
had a similar hairstyle at the World Cup and 
was apparently trying eo remind his players of 
that more productive time. He also showed a 
video before the game that included scenes 
from die movies “Network” arid “ Animal 
House.” 

Neither technique worked, though. Part of 
the problem was Hasek, who may be able to 
propel die Czech Republic to a medal if he 
continues to play this well. But Hasek wasn't 
die reason the Americans allowed die Czechs 
to score four goals. The defensive lapses that 
plagued diem throughout the Games showed 
up again and their goalnender, 
Mike Richter, did not sparkle. 

Hie forward corps were 
not great success stories 
either. They often failed to 
skate back and help the de- 
fense when opponents were 
in their zone, and when they 
had die pack they had trouble 
scoring. 

"I think we coped pretty 
well as a team, but the bottom 
line is that we just didn’t score 
goals,” a forward, John Le- 
Clair, said. “That’s 
something you need to win, 
and obviously one of the rea- 
sons I was on the team, and I 
was not able to contribute. 

"I’m extremely disap- 
pointed,” LeClair added. * f It 
was an honor to play in the 
Olympics but we didn’t just 
come over here to play, we 
came here to win.” 

Compared to some of the 
Europeans and to the Cana- 
dians, who believe they axe 
here on a mission for God and 
country, the Americans 



seemed less intense both on and off the ice. 

“For our little country, we have a lot of 
pride — we needed to accomplish something 
for Czech,” a defenseman, Petr Svoboda, 
said. “We did have more passion, yes.” 
Responding to criticism that the Americans 
spent too much time s ampling Nagano 's local 
nightlife and not enough time practicing, 
winger Brett Hull said henad been m bed by 8 
PJM. on eight of the past 10 nights, doing 
crossword puzzles. He wasn’t sure that was 
such a good idea, however. 

“That more than anything was a downfall 
for os — it was almost stifling,” he said. 
“Maybe if we did something to relax a little 
more, we would have done better.” 

Many of the players contrasted the intense 
High of. winning the World Cup to the intense 
low of Wednesday's loss, although none of 
them thought this result would mean a step 
back for USA Hockey. Still, the frustration 
was overwhelming. 

“I’m very disappointed — we came here 
with the expectation of winning a gold medaL," 
Wilson said. “This is something that will al- 
ways be in the back of my mind: ‘what if.’ ” 
In the other games. The Associated Press 
reported: 

Canada 4, K —Mwto n i Wayne Gretzky 
bad two assists and Patrick Roy stopped 16 
shots as Canada beat Kazakhstan. 

The victory set up a showdown in Friday’s 
semifinals between the goalies Patrick Roy 
and Dominik Hasek. 

“He's a great player, up there with the best 
players in the game,” Gretzky said of Hasek. 
“One player doesn’t beat a team, though,” 
Canada and Russia, both 4-0, are the only 


Women's Hockey:' 
A Dream Grows Up 


Robert MEvNYAfcnce ntm^cot 

Three Czechs defending Dominik Hasek, top, and his goal from an American attack. 


teams with spotless records. The Canadians 
have outscored opponents, 16-4, in four 
games. 

Playing its first Olympic hockey tourna- 
ment, Kazakhstan was -outscored, 25-6, in 
three round-robin losses. “The Canadian 
team served as the teacher,” the Kazakh 
coach, Boris Alexandrov, said. “It was a 
major learning experience to play against 
such stars.” 

Joe Nieuwendyk and Shayne Corson 
scored 42 seconds apart in the game's first 
2:13 to give Canada a 2-0 lead before a 
raucous partisan crowd. The Kara khs scored 
VA min utes later when Konstantin Shafranov 
wristed a shot through the legs of a Canadian 
defender that bounced off Roy’s stick and into 
the net : 

Late in the second period, Brendan Sha- 
nahan and Steve Yzennan made it 4-1 with 
goals 32 seconds apart, both assisted by Gret- 
zky assists. 

Finland 2, Swadan « Teemu Selan n e scored 
twice in the third period as Finland eliminated 
fee defending Olympic champion. The Finns 
will face Russia next 

Sweden was without its standout defense- 
man, Ulf Samuelsson, who played in three 
games before being banned from the 
Olympics for having both U.S. and Swedish 
passports. Selanne, fee top scorer in the NHL 
this season, opened fee scoring wife 15:48 
remaining. He made it 2-fl with 7:17 left 

Peter Forsberg scored for fee Swedes wife 
12 seconds to go. 

Russia *, Belarus i Unbeaten Russia ad- 
vanced to fee semifinals, getting 25 saves 
from Mikhail Sbtalenkov as it beat Belarus. 


By Helene Elliott 

Los Angela Times Service 

N agano. Japan — i 

realized at a young 
age fear I couldn't be 
Mickey Mantle, even though 
I was a better hitter than my 
brother — from both sides of 
fee plate. So I settled for pre- 
tending to be Mickey 
Mantle’s daughter. 

That’s what girls did, it 
seemed. We dreamed of be- 
ing something but often 
sealed for something less, 
either because there was no 

opportunity to achieve what 
we wanted or because we felt 
compelled to defer to what 
our male relatives thought 
was best for us. 

When Cammi Granato was 
growing up in the Chicago 
suburbs, she didn!t want to be 
like Denis Savard of fee 
Blackhawks, she wanted to be 
Savard When AJ. Mleczko 
was a kid in Connecticut, tag- 
ging along wife her brother to 
play hockey, she wanted to be 
Kelly Kisio and some of the 
other players she admixed on 
the Rangers. . 

They were laughed aL 
They were told hockey was a 
sport for boys. Their neigh- 
bors scolded their parents for 
letting them play. They had to 
tuck their hair under their hel- 
mets and register under then- 
initials or male first names to 
be allowed to play. 

But they played And it 
wasn't necessary to under- 
stand or like women’s hockey 
to be touched by fee spirit fee 
U.S. women’s team brought to 
these gray, passionless Gaines 
on Tuesday when they won the 
gold medal at the first .wom- 
en’s Olympic tournament. 

They wanted to be here. 
They sacrificed to be here. 
For them, this is the pinnacle 
of their athletic lives. Their 
male counterparts have given 
every indication they regard 
this whole experience as an., 
annoyance. When Brett Hull 
-said he was-as-committed : to 
the Olympic effort as feenext 
gay, no one realized die next 
guy was sitting on the ad- 
jacent bar stool with Hull, 
Chris Chelios and other U.S. 
players at a Nagano night spot 
after a game. 

It was shameful that only a 
few players from the U.S. 
men’s team showed up at Big 
Hat arena for fee women ’s 3- 
1 victory over Canada 
Ray Bonrque found the 
time to cheer for the Canadian 
women. So did Wayne Gret- 
zky, Rob Blake, Patrick Roy, 
Keith Primeau, Adam Foote 
and Chris Proager. Eric Lin- 
dros rose to his feet several 
times to lead ovations. Rob 


Zamuner waved a Canadianft 
flag to stir applause for fee 
women's v aliant effort 
Hie U.S. men were in ,a 
team meeting feat coincided 
with tirewomen's game, evep 
though coach Ron Wilson 
and several -players had de- 
clared they would attend tp 
show their support That’s fee 
kind of support fee women 
used to get — no support at 
alL Not that it stopped them. 

And it’s fee U.S. men* 
loss. They missed a game fetjr 
had enough emotional reson- 
ance to slice through fee thick 
layers of cynicism and fatigue 
that form among journalists 
by this stage of the Games. ’ 
Who couldn’t be happy for 
Granato? Or for 5-foot- 1, a 
128-pound Lisa Brown- ^ 
Miller, who gave up fee se- 
curity of coaching fee wom- 
en’s hockey team at Princeton 
but almost quit the U.S. team 
a couple of years ago? Whep 
her husband told her, “Come 
February 1998, 1 don't warn 
to see you sitting on fee couqb 
and having regrets becau^ 
you didn't by out for that 
team,” she realized rife 
couldn't live wife herself jf 
she didn’t try to be part of thi$. 
She tried and she won, blit 
victory was not bers alone. n 
This was a triumph for any- 
one, male or female, whose 
dream has ever been ridiculed. 

It was a victory for whatever 
innocence remains in sports, 
for everyone who competes 
for fee love of a sport and notf 
financial rewards. ™ 

. It was not fee most beau- 
tiful hockey game evftr 
played. To anyone accus- 
tomed to fee speed and fin- 
ishing skills of NHL playexfe, 
fee women’s gold-meddl 
game — like most women's 
games — was slow and oc- 
casionally frustrating. Play- 
ers know what to do with the 
puck, but their lack of arm and 
upper-body strength limit? 
fee length of fear passed. 
Their legs aren’t as muscular 
as those of male players, so 
they don't skate as swiftly. 
.IXm'DOt sure I would pay ro 
. see games in a women ’s 'pn£ 
ressional hockey -league : "if 
one is ever established. ^ 

That said, it was’ im- 
possible not to fed happy for 
fee U.S. women Tuesday or ra n 
identify wife them and their ^ 
struggles for respect I siu£ 
pect many male sportswriters 
felt fee same. “T 

• We can all see something 
of ourselves in fee female 
hockey players, who look 
more tike “real” people than 
do fee doll-like figure skaterS 
or 7-foot behemoth basket- 
ball players we have put oij 
pedestals. We can feel happy 
for them as athletes who were 
given so little, yet made so 
much of it. • ■ 


Judges Vote for Elegance 
Over Joyful Exuberance 


By Jere Longman 

.Vh Yiiri Times Service 


NAGANO, Japan — Tara Lipinski 
issued a challenge with the performance 
of her life Wednesday and Michelle 
Kwan answered wife a short program 
that was deliberate and safe, but precise 
and refined under pressure. The judges 
have shown that they favor elegance in 
the Winter Games and Kwan is one of 
the most artistic skaters of ail time. 

Kwan, 17. fee 1996 world champion, 
made a more sophisticated choice of 
music, costume and choreography than 
the 15-year-old Lipinski. While Lip- 
inski skated to movie music from "Ana- 
stasia.” Kwan chose a piano trio and 
concerto by Rachmaninoff that built to a 
crescendo into her triple toe loop. She is 
two years older than Lipinski, and those 
two years of maturity are likely to make 
the difference between a gold medal and 
a stiver if Kwan skates cleanly in Fri- 
day's long program. 

Lipinski landed a more difficult triple 
lutz-double loop combination to 
Kwan’s triple lutz-double toe loop, and 
Lipinski also performed a more chal- 
lenging triple flip to Kwan's triple toe. 
But while Lipinski is a tight, quick 
jumper. Kwan seems to savor each 
jump, flowing out of her axel, lutz and 
toe loop with extended gracefulness. 

She also attained greater height than 
Lipinski on her double axel and her 
swan-like spiral drew applause as Kwan 
glided on one leg, making a difficult 
edge change in front of the judges in an 
enchanting display of flexibility, bal- 
ance and technical virtuosity. 

Wednesday's two and a half minute 
short program, wife its eight required 
elements involving jumps, spins, spirals 
and footwork, counted for one-third of 
the scoring. Friday's four-minute free 
skate will count for two-thirds of fee 
scoring. It is here feat Kwan has on even 
greater advantage because the artistic 
scores serve as fee tiebreaker. 

Lipinski skated 30 minutes before 


Kwan and delivered a joyful, grown-up 
performance that received a S.9 for 
artistry from the French judge and 5.8s 
from five other judges. 

Kwan was unhurried and flawless, 
folly completing each jump and spin 
without appearing to be looking prema- 
turely ahead to the next element. She did 
not attempt a triple-triple combination 
because she did not feel mat she needed iL 
She was careful wife her individual triple 
jump, performing a triple toe loop instead 
of a more difficult triple flip. 

Kwan received marks of 5.9 across 
fee board for presentation and eight of 
fee nine judges placed her first. 

At fee U.S. national championships, 
Kwan had inserted the triple flip into her 
short program because of a stress frac- 
ture in her left foot. The triple toe is fee 
easiest of triple jumps, but it hurt her 
foot when she planted her left toe pick. 
But her foot has improved markedly in 
fee last month, and Wednesday she re- 
turned to the triple toe loop because it 
felt more comfortable and reliable. 

“I preferred that she do fee flip, but it 
was her coll,” said Frank Carroll, who 
coaches Kwan. “I said. This is your life, 
your Olympics, so you accept the re- 
sponsibility.’* 

But it was only by a matter of degree 
that Kwan was better than Lipinski, who 
toured last summer and rehearsed in 
front of a minor to improve her artistry. 
On Wednesday, she skated as a young 
woman coming of age. 

“Oh my God, it was fee best per- 
formance I did ever,” Lipinski saftfto 
her coach, Richard Callaghan, as she 
awaited her scores. 

She was fast and jubilant, smiling 
widely when she landed the triple flip' 
that she had crash-landed at nationals 
and again when she landed her double 
axeL But it was the polish of her spirals 
and grace of her overall performance 
that defined her performance. 

“Artistically and emotionally, feat’s 
fee best I’ve ever seen her do,” 
Callaghan said. 



GAMES: Kwan and Lipinski Are 1 and 2 ;j 


Enr Dappi/lbr ftn" 

Tara lipinski of the United States skating fee short program Wednesday. 


Continued from Page 1 

smile. Kwan looked into fee stands be- 
fore beginning her program and was 
motivated by fee sight of fee American 
fans wife their U.S. flags. 

“I thought, God, I’m in heaven,*.’ she 
said. ‘‘There were people clapping, a 
million people watching and I was by 
myself skating. Nothing mattered. I said 
it’s me and the ice and that’s it” 

Li p inski, who skated before Kwan, 
said she had never poured so much of 
her heart into a performance. 

“That was the first time I’ve done the 
i that I thought I could cry,’ ’ said 
ski, who did begin crying seconds 
ter completing it 

. “I can*t even explain that feeling,” 
she said. “It’s so bard, so hard at feat 
moment When you do it it's like a 
miracle.” 

Another U.S. favorite, Nicole Bobek, 
made three major mistakes and burst 
into tears after leaving fee ice. She fin- 
ished 17th. 

Laetitza Hubert, a highly regarded 
three-time Olympian from France, fell 
on a jump and found herself 1 2th; and 
Butyrskaya, this year's European cham- 
pion, two-footed a landing and thus 
couldn’t touch Kwan or Lipinski •— 
who skated without so much as a bobble 
in fee two-minute, 40 second program 
feat severely penalizes any technical 
mistakes. 

Lu Chen of China finished fourth, and 
Irina Slutskaya of Russia, fifth- Any of 
the top three could win the gold Friday 
by winning the long program, which 
counts for two-thirds of fee score. 

As Kwan and Lipinski sat side-by- 
side behind microphones after fee com- 
petition, wearing identical Team USA 
jackets and high-voltage smiles, it was 
easy to forget the difficoit path each 
took to this competition. 

' Kwan lost her U.S. and world cham- 
pionship tiilps early last year to the 
upstart Lipinski after making mistakes 
in, the short programs at both compe- 
titions. Kwan's disappointment was so 
great foal she became angry wife hex- 
self, and decided feat fee theme of this 
season would be the joy of skafeag, sine? 

skating is her favorite thing to do. 


It is also fee theme of her long pr& 
gram Friday to “Lyra Angelica, 1 ’ i 
William Alwyn concerto. 3 

“When I’m on fee ice, I don't think 
anything can stop me,” Kwan said! 
“I’m really confident on fee ice. Evefi 
off the ice, I might think too much, bm 
when I walk on fee ice, it’s OJC It’s Iik£ 
medicine.” u 

It was during Lipinski ’s rise that th£ 
Kwan-Lipinski rivalry was bom. Aftef 
the 1997 world championships, ig 
which Kwan finished second to Lip- 
inski, this pair was labeled fee future d I k 
women’s figure skating and figured to 
duel it out through the 1998 Olympic^ 
When the 1997-98 season began las! 
fall, it was Lipinski ’s fora to be second- 
best She lost to Kwan at Skate America 
in October. 

Then Lipinski finished second at 
Trophee LaLique in November, faring 
heavy criticism for a tiny technical flaw 
in her lutz, which appears to have beetjjj 
corrected. --j 

Many wondered whether she was 
cracking under the pressure of having 
been fee youngest female to win tfo* 
worid title. , £ 

Meanwhile, Kwan’s season took a 
different sort of nosedive. A stress fincf 
fore in her foot flared up in November , 
and forced her to miss two months 
competition. As Lipinski seemed to he " 
recovering from her difficulties with B 
victory in the Champions Series final i§ 
December, Kwan was still rehabiliraP 
ing. 

Yet at fee U.S. nationals, her first 
competition after fee injury, Kwan fin* 
ished first as Lipinski feu during thi 
short program and finished second. j 
There would be no repeat of past 
mistakes Wednesday night. j 

“It’s, fun,” Lipinsld-sald. “I didn’t 
want to get off the ice. Tonight was so 
memorable, it was even, better fear) 
worlds,” in 1997.. “It’s just a feeling J 
can't describe.” i 

The Olympic gold medal seems td 
have become fee province 'Of either 
Kwan and Lipinski 
“In my start pose,” Kwan said, 
thought: Ready or not, here I go;” 

Turns out, she was ready. So wai 
Lipinski . 
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SHIGA KOGEN, Japan — Olympic 

I alpme skiers moved to a new mountain 
■Wednesday, and the bad weather came 
with them. 

An overnight blizzard dumped more 
than three feet (a meter) of snow on 
Mount Higashidate, forcing postpone- 
ment of the men's giant slalom and delay- 
ing AlberwTomba’s bid fora med^ 

Unprecedented fourth Olympics. 
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i an army c 

ere, most of them camouflage-ciad mem- 
bers oftbe Japanese defense force, worked 
through the day to clear drifts up to six feet 
;3eepao the giant slalom course. 

Officials were optimistic that the 
course would be ready by Thursday, 
when the men’s giant s’lalom and, on' a 
- htj . mountain 10 miles away, the women’s 
l. u * Wf 'Slalom are now bofti scheduled. 

£3?" “P ikC ‘ “We can get it in shape." said David 
.. : tn!n ? ihe* Tym, technical director for the men’s 
race. “These guys will work as hard as 
anybody I've ever seen before.” 

■ The blizzard reduced visibility to 
zero Tuesday night on the winding. nar- 
row toll road that leads from Nagano to 
Jhe scattered ski areas of the Shiga Ko- 
gen region. Cars parked at the hotels 
.along the way were little more than 
humps in die snow. 

■ The storm didn't subside until about 5 
AM., and that didn't leave enough time 
fb remove the snow in time. 

Bad weather has wiped out 6 of the 1 1 
days of alpine skiing. That left three 
days — and four races — on the sched- 
ule. so the options were limited. 
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Norway s 1 nomas Alsgaard, right, lunges at the finish line to beat Italy's Silvio Fauner and win the gold medal in a cross-country relay by 0.2 seconds. 

Norway’s Dahlie Collects a Record 7th Gold 
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Leads Nordic 
Sweep in Sprint 
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The Associated Press 

NOZAWA ONSEN, Japan — Ole 
Einar Bjoemdalen grew up in a Nor- 
wegian village where biathlon was just 
about the only fun boys could have. On 
Wednesday, for the swift sharpshooter, 
die fun turned into gold. 

“I had perfect skiing and the best 
shooting rve ever done," said Bjo- 
emdalen, .who' won the 10- kilometer 
: : . r : ■' >® a •' -sprint in 27 minutes, 16.2 seconds. Fo- 

busing carefully each time he pulled the 
. ;-:;r'j»5e- trigger, he struck all 10 targets. 

’* Wth the silver going to a Norwegian 
- . v: :i- :-*i< >9? ; leammate and die bronze to a Finn, die 
; v. . Nordic nations pul ibeir stamp on this ski- 

. .• v.r. .n-i'i 3 k) £ and-shoot sport at the Nagano games. 

Frode Andresen had to overcome two 
penalty shots, but be skied hard to win 


By Christopher Clarey 

Nen - lift Timr.\ Srrrlcr 

HAKUBA, Japan — Every Olympic 
event that Bjorn Dahlie now enters is 
not simply a race against his opponents 
but a race against his predecessors. 

After Wednesday, he has defeated 
them alL Norway’s remarkable and re- 
markably slim victory over Italy in the 
40-kilometer (24.8-mile 1 . four-man relay 
gave Dahlie his seventh Olympic gold 
medal: more than any athlete in Winter 
Olympic history. His 1 1 career medals 
are also a Winter Olympic record. 

“Of course it means something to 
me. and I will be able to fully appreciate 
it in some years when 1 ’m a grandfather 
and I’m sitting around watching old 
videos," said the 30-year-old Dahlie. 
"But for me, it's more important right 
now to focus on each single race. " 

There was much to focus on during 
this sunlit morning: a rarity in these 
Olympics that have alternated indiscrim- 
inately between rain, snow and fog. Four 
years ago in Lillehammer, the Italians 
stunned the Norwegians in front of more 
than 100,000 fans in the Birkebeiner Ski 
Stadium as Silvio Fauner outsprinted 
Dahlie in the stretch, winning the gold by 
the smallest margin in Olympic relay 
history: four-tenths of a second. 

Dahlie no longer skis the anchor leg. 
And after Norway’s Sture Sivertsen got 
off to a disastrous start, finishing the 
fhsrleg 22.6 seconds off the lead in 1 0th 
position, and Norway’s second skier 
Erling Jevne cut that deficit to 12.6 
seconds. Dahlie took off in freestyle 


pursuit of Italy's Fabio Maj. He quickly 
erased the lead and then, in a tactical 
move, slowed to let Italy's Fauner start 
the anchor leg in front. ' 

This time, Fauncr’s would-be foil 
was Dahlie's Norwegian neighbor 
Thomas Alsgaard. Bui in the endTAU- 
gaard did what Dahlie could not. out- 
lunging the Italian at the finish line with 

Ciois-Countiv Ski i HO 

his long left leg to win by an even 
smaller margin than in 1994: rwo-iemhs 
of a second. It was Alsgaard’s second 
victory in the stretch in Hakuba: He also 
outsprinted Dahlie to win the gold in the 
3 5-kilometer freestyle pursuit. 

After beating the Italians convin- 
cingly in last year's relay at the World 
Championships, the Norwegians had 
now beaten them in a time of one hour, 
40 minutes and 55.7 seconds with much 
more at stake. 

It would be unfair to the likes of Sonja 
Henie, Birger Ruud, Irina Rodnina, Eric 
Heiden or even Alberto Tomba to call 
Dahlie the greatest Winter Olympian in 
history. It can be argued convincingly 
that cross-country skiers are over-re- 
warded at the Olympics. Like alpine 
skiing, cross-country has five medal 
events for men, but alpine skiing and 
other sports offers much greater dis- 
tinctions between disciplines: the sla- 
lom and downhill in alpine are much 
more disparate than the JO-Jdlomeier 
classic and 50-kilometer freestyle. 

Cross-country skiers make a habit of 
winning medals in bunches: the endur- 


ance, temperament and technical sup- 
port (waxing and material) that make a 
skier a champion over one distance of- 
ten translate well to another. And 
though some skiers are appreciably bet- 
ter in classical technique than the free- 
style. or skating, technique. Dahlie is no 
specialist. 

Slightly more menacing tn freestyle, 
he has won two of his five individual 
gold medals in classical races, including 
the 10-kilometer event he won here last 
week to rebound from a miscalculation 
about wax that had caused him to finish 
20th in the 50-kiiometer freestyle. 

What is easier to argue is that Dahlie 
is the greatest cross-country skier in 
history." According to former French 
skier Francis Repellin. who is now one 
of Dahlie's ski technicians, his toler- 
ance for oxygen deficit is "extraor- 
dinary " and his tolerance for training is 
the same as he logs more than 6.000 
miles a year on skis, roller skis, bicycle, 
hiking boots and canoe. 

He has become a red-headed cocktail 
of drive and precision who is perhaps 
even more meticulous than Swedish 
cross-country great Gunde Svan. who 
ranks second behind Dahlie in all-time 
World Cup victories. 

Dahlie plans his daily schedule down 
to the minute and is so concerned about 
maintaining perfect health — finely 
tuned skiers are more susceptible to vir- 
uses — that when he amves in a strange 
hotel room, he spreads a sheer of plasric 
on the floor to protect himself against 
germs and sleeps with an air purifier. 

Although cross-country skiing is an 


often solitary and always grueling way 
to earn a good living. Dahlie is no’t one- 
dimensional. He is an accomplished 
hunter who often tracks birds and moose 
in the wilderness wiih his dog. For the 
last two summers, he and former Nor- 
wegian teammate Vegan! Ulvang have 
hosted a popular television program in 
w hich they sample the cuisines and cul- 
tures of Europe with help from a Nor- 
wegian chef. 

Dahlie also has a family with long- 
time girlfriend Vilde. The couple, who 
Jive in Nannestad, have two young sons: 
Siven, 3. and Sander, I. Both are too 
young to appreciate what their father 
means to Norway: a nation where Nor- 
dic sports have as much resonance as 
football in Texas. 

Dahlie’s recently published autobio- 
graphy entitled "Gulljakten" (Going for 
Gold) has sold approximately 140,000 
copies in a nation of 4.3 million. 

' "It’s difficult for somebody outside 
Scandinavia to understand.” Dahlie 
once said. “1 have had people come up 
to me in the street and tell me they have 
been crying in front of the television." 

There has been some controversy. 
After winning the 800-meier gold medal 
at the last Summer Olympics. Norwe- 
gian runner Vebjom Rodal criticized 
Dahlie for using an altitude house for 
training, claiming it gave him an un- 
elhicaf advantage because it artificially 
increased his red-blood -cell count. Dah- 
lie did not disagree but has continued to 
use the method, as have many of his 
competitors in Finland. Sweden and 
Russia. 


Flu Strikes 
Japan and 
Finds Way 
To Games 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Um^Mjgrgn Post Service 

NAGANO, Japan — In an Olympic 
Gaines plagued for a week by bad 
weather, the latest enemy is a vicious flu 
that has swept through Japan and landed 
squarely in the lungs of dozens of ath- 
letes, officials and journalists in 
Nagano. 

Nearly 900.000 people have taken ill 
and at least four children have died in 
Japan this winter in one of the worst 
influenza outbreaks in years. At least 20 
people, including 17 schoolchildren and 
three elderly people, have died from 
complications caused by the flu. 

About 900 schools have shut down to 
stem the virus’s spread, and more than 
15,000 more have canceled at least 
some classes. Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto’s wife. Kumiko. was hos- 
pitalized recently for the flu. 

In Nagano, it seems as if everyone is 
coughing on the shuttle buses that cany 
people from one venue to the next 

Chatter about snow and fog and rain 
has been replaced by more serious talk 
about antibiotics and pneumonia. Most 
news organizations and athletic dele- 
gations nave had at least one person a 
day ill with high fever, respiratory ail- 
ments and other flu sympioms. 

The American figure skating star Tara 
Lipinski said she was considering mov- 
ing out of the athletes’ village into a 
hotel because so many athletes were ILL 

Several other gold-medal hopefuls 
were too ill to compete in events for 
which they had trained for years. 

Germany’s top-ranked figure skater, 
Tanja Szewczenko, withdrew from the 
Games before her event even started. 
The skater had been sick with the flu for 
more than a week. 

The Canadian pairs figure skaters 
Marie-Claude Savard -Gagnon and Luc 
Bradet both came down with the flu, and 
Savard-Gagnon was unable to complete 
her skating routine. 

Elvis Stojko, the Canadian silver 
medalist, blamed a "brutal flu’* and a 
groin pull for his failure to win the gold 
in figure skating. 

Hiroshi Okudera. the medical care 
director for the Olympics, said 70 
people have been treated for cold or flu 
symptoms ai Olympic clinics. He said 
the vast majority had simple coughs and 
colds, but two or three were referred to 
local hospitals for further treatment 
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the silver in a 28:17.8. Ville Raikkooen 
missed one target to finish in 28:21.7. 

” Jt was Norway’s second biathlon 
•old, double the number for traditional 
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ion powers Germany and Russia. 
“I think we have a really good chance 
for the relay," Bjoerndalen said of the 
final men’s biathlon event "We have 
five or six people who can do well/’ 

- - Eight of the competitors shot perfect 
scores, including Victor Maigourov, the 
Russian who is ranked third in World 
Cup standings after Bjoemdalen. Ricco 
Gross of Germany, the world No. 1, has 
not fared well at these Games. He fin- 
ished 17th in the sprint and sixth in the 
earlier 20 kilometers, 
v Bjoemdalen thought he had the gold 
ip his grasp Tuesday. When officials 
slopped the 10-ldlometer sprint due to 
heavy fog and snow, die 24-year-old 
student was leading the field and coming 
into the final two kilometers. “I was 
really angry," he said. "But five minutes 
later I was ready for the new race." 





A Golden Sweep for 2 U.S. Daredevils 


By Ira Berkow 

New York Tunes Senicc 
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Eric Bergoust oftbe U.S. doing his second jump during the freestyle event 


nZUNA KOGEN, Japan — Nikki 
Stone jumped from the fourth floor bet- 
ter than any other woman Wednesday 
and won an Olympic gold medal. Eric 
Bergoust did similarly among the men. 
leaping perhaps from the fifth floor, and 
he, too, earned a gold for his troubles. It 
was a gold-medal sweep for the Amer- 
icans in what is otherwise known as the 
freestyle skiing aerials. 

“I can’t believe it," Stone said. "I’m 
so happy.” 

Bergoust’s broad smile showed that 
he was sharing Stone’s delight. 

Slone, a 23 -year-old from Wes thor- 
ough, Massachusetts, made her ski run 
from a ramp on the side of a snowy 
mountain here — she went as high as a 
four-story building before her descent 
— and landed without falling or. shock- 
ingly to many first-time spectators, with- 
out breaking every bone in her body. 

Bergoust, 29. outflipped Sebastien 
Foucras of France, the silver medalist, 
and Dmitri Daschinsky of Belarus, who 
won the bronze. 

Bergoust scored 255.64 points for his 
two jumps to 248.79 for Foucras. Scor- 


ing is computed on 70 percent for the 
jump and 30 percent for the landing 
While growing up in Missoula, 
Montana, Bergoust always wanted to be 
an acrobat, a pilot or a skier. Now he is 
all three. 

"I don’t know what to say," said 
Bergoust, who finished seventh in the 
aerials in the 1994 Winter Games in 

Freestyle Skiing 

Lillehammer, Norway. "I have never 
tried to think past this momenL" 

In the women’s draw. Stone somer- 
saulted a few times, twirled a few times 
and went head over skis in one or two 
other fashions in the two jumps that 
each of the 12 contestants executed. 

It was the greatest degree of difficulty 
that any of the women attempted. Her 
first jump put her into first place, and 
later all she had to do to win the gold was 
essentially the same thing she accom- 
plished on the first. 

“I had a game plan and I stuck to it," 
she said as she hurried to embrace her 
boyfriend. Michael Spencer, a moguls 
skier, on the sidelines. 

Stone's total score of 193 comfort- 
ably surpassed the silver medalist. 


Nanna Xu of China, who finished with 
186.97. Colette Brand of Switzerland 
was third at 171.83- 

Stone, a former gymnast, has been 
skiing in this fashion for about six years, 
and was 13th in the 1994 Winter 
Olympics. She had been a world cham- 
pion. but last year she injured her back. 

When she returned to action, she did 
so with a little less bravura than in times 
when she had been more solidly stitched 
together. After all, she didn’t graduate 
magna cum laude in psychology for 
nothing. 

But soon she was regathering her 
mental and physical momentum. 

"I'm a thrill seeker," she said. "Iron 
on adrenaline, and you can't get more 
adrenaline than this." 

Pine boughs were strewn in the snow, 
a precaution in freestyle skiing aerials on 
days like this one in which the sky was 
gray. The green boughs are a signal to 
the somersaulting aerialist which is the 
earth and which is the sky. To be going 
down when you think you're going up 
can result in quite a surprise landing. 

Xu’s silver was die first Olympic 
medal in skiing in the history of C hina. 
Her teammate Damian Guo was sev- 
enth. 
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M I . Ole Bjoerndalen. Nonra* 27:1&2 M). 

lPmHAfldrese>wMaiwoy<2ftl7X 0. 

3. VBe RaMmnen. FWarrd 2821 J CD. 

, #• Viktor MUdourruv, Rosstat 2&3SJ) «J)i S. 
jd -Mobi Kotanw Latvia 283 6S (IV 6. 
. A & ■' Rios MotuN ns. Latvia HfcSM Clh 7. 
?': r . ;sl Let*. Gemonjr, 28U0J (IV «• Hat- 
pnf HaimvM. Noway. 2to*lACni9.Puh 


7 : » Pronwea Finland. 2*44D (OV 10-PVr 

t-'-’-V; j5^ rftf lr Cannra. IWy, ffl; 


- - 


Gfsflar. Austria T&M2 (2); 12. Vladimir 
JJ> Dtsfcdwfr Russia. 2&4M CIV IX EflllGJel- 
.MS Non Mr. 28Urf.) Oil U HWHed PoB- 

: v IF 3 . A R, Ualyj 2&50.1 (IV is. i«"» rtosmfK 

. \t-" , jf awiRepubfc, 2fcSBA Q3i 16. Jore PoK- 
■ , r'-'.fclC IRasSlovonia2M»SOVi7.Bta»eraM» 
. :*SP‘ fcnianj, 29:119 (1); 18. DhnW Borovik 
if Estonia 2* P); J* KyofTSusa. Japan. 

«IM (2); no. Hurt Etoranta Finland. 






jkSS*-®* *1- Predrik. Kuoppa Sweden, 
f*2922J) CQi 22. Sa9« Tarossov, Russia 
23. Wojcfcch Kozutb Poland 
"^0);UDn>»^PBzrinynt^ 



Poland 29v«Lfl (IV 29. Sven Fischer. Ger- 
many. 29* 71 Wi 30. Ruslan Lywenfca 
Ukmftw, W9A (OV 31. Valeriy Ivanov. 
Kazakstan. 2*58.8 (5V 32. Ilmars Bril*. 
Latvia 30Sn.7 MV 33. Toowz Globocnik. 
Slovenia. 30:044 (3).- 34. Carslen Heymana 

Germany, 30:09.6 ttV 35. Hubert Urtfteb, 
Holy. 30:1 M (1); 36. Iftdmk TobWuts. Es- 
tonia »l I J (3); 37. Aletoei Aldarov.Be- 
lonis, 30:123 (2V 38. WoH0ono Pemer. Aus- 
tria 30:115 M>» 39. Wo rigor* Rottmawv 
Austria 30:160 C23; 40. Aieksamier GraW, 
Slovenia 30242 (3): 41. Lirtwaur Maury 
niak, Slnvalda 30J0J 0 V 42. Tomoz Zem- 
va Sloventa, 30J2-1 tl); 41 ShufcWSeMya 
Japan, 3ft334 OV 41 Janno Pmntt. p- 
tonia 30-314 (3V 45. Andrei Deryzemlya 
Ukraine, 3ft316 C3); 46. Vadim SasJuuH 
BeMTUi 30c34J» O); 47. Mietnel Dixon. 
Britain, 3fc344 (0); 48. Steve Cyr. Canada 
30-J5.0 £3); 49. Don Western. United 
Stales, 3W9.S nv 50. Ttaeny Dwssena 
France, 3043^ (Ifc St. UMbi Oert 

Republic, 30464 (2); 52- ReneCattorinusd, 
Italy, BfcSCJI (4V 53. Petr GflmWk. Orech 

SSublle, 3051 J (3): 54. DWWy P«^w 
Kankstaa 305U (31: 55. AWoondr 
Popw. Betarus, SfcSM (2V S6. Atoret 
brin, Russia 311Q2J (4J: 57. Gueorgul 
Kssobov, Botaoria 31 

si os TsaWrts, Greece, 31:1*6 C2); 59. U- 


utauras Borila Lithuania 3VJ17 (SI; 60. 
Jay Haiklnen. United States, 31-Ji^(3J;6t. 
AtsusW Kazanra, Jopaa 31MU {6); 62. 
Reinhnrd Neuner, Austria 31:45.3 M)< 63. 
Jonos PanyO, Hungary, 3l^0J> (TV 66. 
Marius Ena Romania 31:508 (21; 65. Alok- 
sandr Tropnltoa KyiBfrahm, 31:55.8 (4); 
66. kevfn Oufntffla Canada 323Z4 (3)i 47. 
JuBen Robert Franca 3233.4 (OV 68. Mark 
Gee, Britain, 33:00.3 (S>; 68. Andreas Hey- 
mann, Pranas 31-065 (2); 70, Jeon Joe- 
•ran South Korea 35.-09J (61; 71. Ivan But- 
sa Moldova 36330 UO; Nit Rophoel 
Pobee, France, DNF; NR. Jean-More 
Ctrabkn, Switzerland, DNF. 


CROSS COUNTRY 


nni'S4xi o Ui nunr 

muu. 

1. Norway (Sture Slverfsen; Eritno Jevne 
Bj«Tt DoeWlet Thomns AbooonD, 1 hour, 40 

mirurtea. 517 seconds. 

2. Italy (Mors Atoareta FuMo Vnteuss 
Fabio Mp9 SWo Faunert. I^tSS.9. 

3. Rnland (Horri KuvesnJemt Mflo Myt- 
Jytoe Sami Rfipa Jari taaMBae), 1 A1S5. 
4, Sweden (Mottilas Fredrikssorr NHdas Jnn- 
ssorc Per Ekritsan; Henrik ForUw®), 
liritfsaS- Russia (VtodfmlrLcpo6re AMkei 


Prakuranne Sergei Krianac Sergei Tchep- 
Bav). 1:4239.5; 6. Swttiartend (Jetemkis 
Wfqges Beal Koch; Reto SurgHmehter WB- 
helm Asdnvonden). 1 XUQh 7. Japan (Rat- 
sutrito Eb'aavne Hirayuki I mat Mltsuo 
Horigome; KazutosM Nogahama), 1:43:06.7; 
8. Germany (Andreas Schtuatrer; joeften 
Behte; Rene SwnmerfcWfc Johann Mite ft- 
togg). 1^3:111; 9. Austria (Mortals Gondter 
Alois Stadlobec Actrim Walctiec Christian 
Hoffmann), 1M1-16A 10. Estonia (Andnrs 
Veerpahs Real oser Elmo Knsslni Joak 
Mae), YMODSt tl. StewiMa (Ivan Batorr, 
Marita Bajdcak: Andrei Parktau Shmfekjv 
JezflO, 1M314- 11 Ukraine (Gennadi 
Nikorp Aleksonder Zarnnys MyWioite Ar- 
Bukhov Nikolai Popovich), 1^33.9) 11 
Frim» OflrrCorrf VWW Pfltrie* Rerr^ Nerw 
Baltandi PhBppe Santiw). lOfcOOi- l4.Be. 
lorus (Sergei Oolktartctt AJexef Tregobov; 
AMmtder Sonfllkmc Vlatdieslav Ptak- 
saunwl, 145:153; 15. Czech RopuhHc 
(Lukas Bacec Martin tCoukak PetrMdtkJlri 
McgoD, 1*505,4. 


FIGURE SKATING 


woauN'i non hoomm 

1. Michele Kwoiv United States. 05 tec- 
tored ptaanente (QV 1 Tara UplnsM, United 


States, to (Q); 1 Maria Butyrskaya Russia 
1 J (Q>; 4. Lu Chen. China 10 (QV 5. Irina 
Slutskaya Russia IS (0V 6. Surya Bonafy, 
France, 10 (OV 7. Elena Uasbenka Ukratae, 
IS (0); a Vanessa Gusnwro& FnmcaAJJ KD,- 
9. Tatyana Matnina Uzbekistan 65 (Q); 10. 
Yelena Sokolova Rusda 5JMQV 1 1. Joanne 
after, AdSlraSa 5S (©.- 12 LceSSo Hubert 
France, 60 (0V 1 1 Anno Rechnia Poland, 6£ 
(Q); 14. Sttauka Arafeawa Japan, 7 J> (01; l S. 
Yufia Lovrerdtuk, Ukraine, 73 (CD; 16. Lenka 
Kutavona Qech Republic. 10 (QV 17. Nicole 
Babefc, United States &5 (O)-" IS YuBo Wora- 
bina Aurtai«v9Xi (QJ; 19. J uta Sehestyon. 
Hungary, 9S (CO; 20. ABsa Orei, FtMand, 1O0 
{Q}; 21 . JdM Lartevva Austria 105 (CD; 22. 
Mo )cD Kopec Sloventa, 110 (Q); 21 Shtarme 
Hamm South Africa . ) 24. Mario An- 

drada Spota. 12.0 (Q};25. Nona takupcevfc 
Croatia 12i 26. Heieno Gruftdbog Swedea 
13Jk 27. Tony Bombanfial Italy, 13J; 28. 
Saris penhova Butgoria 14JL 


FREESTYLE SKIING 


lUH'IMIUU 

HHAL 

1. Eric Bergoost US. 25564. 

1 Sebastien Foucras, French 248.79- 


1 Dmitry Dashchinsky. Belarus, 240.79. 

4. Ales Valenta Czech ReuuMc 232 iS 5. 
Britt Swarttoy. US. 231 61; 6 Aiesondor 
Mikhailov. Russia 22951 7. Christian RF 
|avec Austria 22760; 8. Alexei Grishin, Be- 
larus. 220.99; 9. Stonistav Kiovctnik. Ukraina 
219.94; 10. Nicetas Fontaine. Cone da 21 0.93. 
1 1. JeH Beoa Canada 310.77; 12. Andy Cape 
eft, Canada 209 J51. 

WOMIN'S ARIALS 
FWAL 

1. Nikki Stone, 19100 points. 

2. Xu Nannea China 186.97. 

3. Colette Brand. SnKrertaruL 17163. 

4. Tetionp Kozochoifta Ukraine, ll7Xb 5. 
Ada T super, Ukratna 166.11 6. Hikte Lid. 
Norway, 160.18; 7. Guo Dondon China 
1S9 J* 8. Yubta KBokova Ukraine. 15115; 9. 
VerwUco Brenner, Canada 15!. li 10. Oteno 
YuncMk. Ukraina 135.05. 11. Mkheta 
RoTutioOx Switzertan a 1 79 Jo. 12. Jt Xlaooa 
China DNS. 


ICE HOCKEY 


OUASTfftFItUU 

Banns 9 0 1—1 

Russia 1 I 2-4 

1st Ported— 1, B.-V. Kamensky (A. 
Yashin). 2nd Period— Z R.-A. Kovalenko 
(S. Fedorov. A. Yashin',. 3rd Period— 3, 


P. Bure. 4. R.-A. Moruov (V.Zelepukln, D. 
KasparailK). 5. B.-S. Erkovlch (O. Khmyl, 

E. Roshchinj. Sriofl en Goat— B.- 6-tl- 
9—26. R.- 7-17-11—35. GooBes— B.-Arv 
drei Mezln t35-3t). R. -Mikhail SMolenkov 
(26-25). 

United States 1 0 0— I 

oven Republic o 3 i— « 

1st Period-1. U5.-M. Modona (T. Amonte, 
K Tkochuk). 2nd Pvriod-Z C.-V. Rwtelin U. 
Jogr, M. Straka). 1 C-J. Jagr (J. Doplta). 6 
C M- Rudnsky (R. Lang, R. Smrhllkj. 3rd 
Period— S, C-J. DopHa. Shots on Gael— U JS.- 
10-14-15 — 39. C.- 5-8-6—19. GoaAes — U S.. 
M. MkJrter (18-14), J. Vonbiesbrouck (1-1), 
C-D. Hasek (39-381. 

Kazakstan 1 0 O-l 

Canada 2 2 0—4 

1st Period— 1, C.-J. Nleuwendyk a. Fleury. 
P. Roy). 2, C-S. Corawi (E. Undies). Z K.-K. 
Shafranov (A. Koreshkov). 2nd Period— 1 C- 
B. Shanahan (W. Grefcky, R. Bourque). 4 C.- 
S. Yzeraion (W. Gretzky). 3rd Period — None. 
Shots on God— K,- 1M4-17. C- S-16- 
13-37. GooBes— K. V. Yeremeyev 07-33). 
C-P.Roy (17-16). 

FMand 0 a 2—2 

SmsHwi 0 0 1 

1*1 Period— None. 2nd Period— None. 3rd 
Period— 1. F.-T. Selanne (T. Numminen). 2, 

F. -7. Setamte IS. Kariro, J. Utauiett), (pp). 3, 


S.-P. Forsberg. Starts on Getd— F.- 5-64—19. 
S.. 4-6-7— !7. Goefies— F.-J. Myltys 07-16). 
S.-T. Sato (tai7). 


MEDALS 


Country Standi Mas 


Russia 

Germany 

Norway 

UnMed States 

Canada 

Nethertands 

Japan 

Austria 

Finland 

Franca 

Switzerland 

South Korea 

Italy 

Bulgaria 

China 

Caeth Republic 

Sweden 

Denmark 

Ukraine 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Kazakstan 


Tot 

13 

22 

19 

to 

12 

ID 

B 

12 

10 

6 

5 

2 

7 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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HOW TO COVER A LONG 
DISTANCE IN A SHORT TIME. 




Vttaridwkta 
Olyngde - 



Consider it done. 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Your Own Prosecutor 


W ASHINGTON — 

“How," I am con- 
stantly asked, “can we prevent 
something unreal like what is 
going on in Washington from 
happening again?" 

A simple solution. Every 
time a person is selected for a 
high govern- 
ment position, 
he must be 
sworn in with 
his own special 
prosecutor. 

The special 
prosecutor will 
remain at his 
side the entire — — 

time the person Buchwald 
serves, becoming pan of the 
family. 

The special prosecutor will 
have the right to subpoena 
witnesses, tap phones and in- 
vestigate the sex life of any- 
one acquainted with the ap- 
pointee or his family. 



□ 


Let’s say Willington is 
swam in as the president’s 
adviser on baldness. His spe- 
cial prosecutor will immedi- 


A Very Bubbly Year 
For Champagne Sales 


Agence France-Presse 

EPERNAY, France — The 
world drank Champagne like 
never before last year, with a 
record 268.9 million bottles 
being sold, up S.l percent 
from the year before, the 
French champagne produ- 
cers' association reponed. 

It was the first time that 
more than 1 00 million bottles 
of Champagne were shipped 
outside France, and French 
sales were up, too, to a record 
165.1 million bottles. Total 
sales were expected to go as 
high as 17 billion francs ($2.8 
billion), up from 15.8 billion 
francs in 1996. 


ately call a grand jury to hear 
witnesses testify against him. 

The way be will do this is to 
offer immunity to anyone 
who has anything bad to say 
about die president's adviser. 
The feather in the prosecu- 
tor’s hat will be if his in- 
vestigation leads to miscon- 
duct in the Oval Office. 

Let’s say the special pros- 
ecutor digs up information 
taped by a disgruntled admin- 
istration employee concern- 
ing Willington ’s offer, to in- 
vite a White House intern to 
accept a plane ride and 
lodging from a Japanese car 
company for the Winter 
Olympics. This leads the 
prosecutor to discover Wil- 
lington once had a one-night 
stand in Sun Valley with a 
figure skater from the wom- 
en’s Olympic team. 

The prosecutor subpoenas 
the skater to testify about the 
affair and produce gifts ex- 
changed with the official . 

The prosecutor offers the 
skater a pardon if she declines 
to take the Fifth. Her lawyer 
says no unless she gets a job 
in Paris. 

That is just a hypothetical 
situation. Many special pros- 
ecutors who hang out with ap- 
pointees will still be unable to 
dig up anything that would 
send someone to jail. It isn’t 
necessary for an SP to produce 
a conviction when assigned to 
prosecute someone — but if 
he comes up with nothing, his 
chances of an interview with 
Barbara Walters are niL 


□ 

One special prosecutor 
who got nothing recently 
could be seen standing in 
front of foe White House 
handing subpoenas to anyone 
who walked out of the gate. 

He knew he was playing a 
long shot, but that is what 
special prosecuting is all 
abouL 


Berlin Film Fest, Post-Wall^ Goes far the Gold 


By Alan Riding 

New York Tunes Service 


B ERLIN — During foe Cold War, foe 
Berlin Film Festival had loads of money 
and a strong political missioa Today it is 
hard up and struggling to find a new identity. 
Not that it has many options. At the world’s 
main film festivals, business has long since 
supplanted art or even politics as foe main 
concern. Berlin, it seems, has had little 
choice but to go commercial 

As in recent years, foe big American s ni- 
di os have again used Berlin as a European 
showcase for movies already released in foe 
United States, among them “Good Will 
Hunting,” "The Boxer,” “Jackie Brown,” 
“Wag the Dog” and “The Gingerbread 
Man.” The festival provides foe Elms with a 
good deal of publicity, but they will all soon 
be in theaters here. 

But when it comes to finding new films 
with box-office potential, foe shadow of 
Cannes in May already hovers over Berlin in 


February. A good many producers prefer to 
gamble on their movies being picked for 


Canoes rather than to accept a slot in Berlin’s 
official competition. Until this year, Italian 
films were boycotting Berlin to favor the 
summer film festival in Venice. 

Still, at this 48th Berlinale, which closes 
on Sunday with foe screening of Peter He- 
witt’s "Sliding Doors,” at least three films 
have been enthusiastically received by crit- 
ics and Berlin audiences and seem likely 
contenders for foe festival’s Golden Bear 
awards this weekend: the Coen brothers’ 
latest “The Big Lebowsld"; Neil Jordan’s 
adaptation of foe Irish novel “The Butcher 
Boy." and Walter Salles *s “Central Sta- 
tion" from Brazil. 

Set in Los Angeles in the early 1990s, 
"The Big Lebowski” is a Raymond Chand- 
ler-inspired comedy of errors that plunges a 
chronically lazy marijuana smoker who calls 
himself the Dude (Jeff Bridges) and his 
manic Vietnam veteran pal Walter (John 
Goodman) into a tale of kidnapping, ex- 
tortion, double-crossing and seduction when 
they would both prefer to be bowling with 
their Mend Donny (Steve Buscemi). 

Thanks to “Barton Fink” and “Fargo,” 
Joel and Ethan Coen seem to be fast ac- 
quiring foe cult adulation previously re- 
served in Europe for Woody Allen. And the 
proof was the most crowded post-screening 
news conference of foe festival so far. Since 
foe brothers are not famous talkers, however. 



who has done no acting.” Salles bdatedly ^ 
reached the same conclusion in “Central J 
Station,” auctioning 1.500 bo« 

{ticking Vinicdiis.de Oliveira , 8* . ... 

shoeshine boy in Rio de q 

play of the two lead roles, Josyc-j.-. . ■ • 

In foe movie, which was we^reg^ed t# - 
this year’s Sum&hce Film I3cS#gU Jgsw J 
sees his mother killed by a bus otrt&KfclKio’sL - 
wain railroad station. Homeless and g&i 
titnte, he is befriended by Dora .■ (Fernanda 
Montenegro), a retired schooft£acl^wSa 
now writes letters dictated to her by it 2 
literates passing through foe station ^aUxatf 
posting only those of which ^ aj 5 »oves>; ‘ 
Eventually, the two setoffby bus forl&aza’s ■ 
impoverished northeast in search of-Josue’g. 
father. \ V ’• ' 

“Central Station” stands out teat 
istic depiction of the lzvi^'iof:-QidB^ay 
Brazilians. It also offers evidence of akebirth 
of Brazil’s-' movie industry thanks- tos ocw . 
investment incentives. Last year's Beilmale 
presented Bruno Barreto’s 1 ‘Four D^ys ia 
September,” which was nommate^lasi 
wedc for an Oscar for best foreignr*l^*aage • 

f ilm : 

In contrast, with the exception of^The 
Butcher Boy,” Europe’s offer^sfe^were 
modest here this year. Nick Hunan's "GitisV 

Night” is a tears-and-langhter story of two 
middle-aged working -class British women, 
played by Brenda Blefoyn and Julie Walters, 
who share their bingo winnings and head off 
to Las Vegas for a finalffing after one of J 
them is diagnosed with terminal cancer. ~ T 
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The Asramcd fVc* (lap 21 Rn*oi 

Clockwise from top left, Pam Grier and Samuel L. Jackson; writer Curt Siodmak; 
actress Laura Moran te and director Vincente Aranda; Catherine Deneuve. 


For foe 'official competition; Germany 
offered only "The Big Mambo,” a light: 
hearted first movie by the actor Michael 
Gwisdek in which be and his wife; Comma 
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the questions were often longer than the 
answers. 

Asked about one scene that seemed to 
have no rhyme nor reason, Joel Coen, the 
film's director, explained that it was “what 
we call a ‘ Kafka break.’ ” And to foe ques- 
tion of whether the movie had any purpose 


beyond laughing at Nazis and 

;” (a reference to a character 


pederasts ” (a reference to a character played 
by John T ur tu rro ), he paused ana then 
offered, “I guess you hit foe nail on foe 


yed 


guess you 

head." 

“The Butcher Boy,” a dramatic switch 
for Jordan after “Michael Collins,” is also 
fall of humor though it tells adaiker story, of 
a 1 2-year-old boy growing up in a small Irish 
town in foe early 1960s. 


Francie Brady, played by Eamonn Owens, 
lives in a fantasy world peopled by the Lone 
Ranger and foe Virgin Mary (Sinead O’Con- 
nor). The film, in which Stephen Rea plays 
Frantie’s drunken father and provides 
Francis’s own voice recounting the story 20 
years later, is remarkably faithful to the 
novel, which was a finalist for Britain’s 
Booker Prize in 1992. “The book is one of 
those extraordinary books that is so local that 
it is not even Irish.” Jordan said. “I just 
wanted to show foe series of disasters that 
occur to this boy and lead bis mind to be- 
coming unhinged." In picking Ramrmn 
Owens for the challenging role of Francie, 
Jordan said he followed ms belief that “if 
you cast a child, you ’re better off casting one 


Harfouch, star as an actor and actress trying to 
make their first movie. Jeroen Krabbe, a well* 
known Dutch actor, chose to make his first 
film, ‘ ‘Left Luggage,” in English, although it 
is set in Antwerp’s Jewish community. 

-But after Jacques DoiltonY perennial 
French love triangle, “Trqp (Peu) 
d’ Amour,” provoked snickers and yawns 
from one festival audience, it took the vet- 
eran French director Alain Resnais to show 
that life remains in the European movi? 
indastryl : t 

In “On Conn ait 4 Chanson” (“Same Old 
Song”), his trick is simple but effective: In a 
light tale of love and intrigue. Ins characters 


keep breaking out in song, lip-synching pop-; 

with straight faces® hti- 


nlar French songs 
arious effect 


PEOPLE 


T HINGS seemed pretty fishy for 
Kevin Kline when he went to Har- 
vard to accept foe Hasty Pudding Club's 
Man of the Year award. First, members 
of foe drama club rolled out a fish tank 
Then they tried to get Kline to swallow a 
fish, a feat he performed in the movie 
“A Fish Called Wanda." In the end. 
Kline only fed it “I ’m truly honored and 
touched in ways too indescribable to tell 
you,” Kline said in accepting his award. 
He won an Academy Award for best 
supporting actor in “Wanda,” and his 
recent movies include “The Ice Storm,” 
in which he co-starred with Sigourney 
Weaver, who received foe Hasty Pud- 
ding Woman of foe Year award last 
week. Kline also won Tony Awards for 
stage work in “On foe Twentieth Cen- 
tury" and “The Pirates of Penzance.” 


body, and he is not in need of surgery of 
any kind," said foe Web site at Sinatra- 
family.com. The 82-year-old singer was 
in a Los Angeles hospital last week 
undergoing a series of tests. 


□ 


The action superstar Jackie Chan 
has launched an international campaign 
with two organizations seeking to per- 
suade people not to consume products 
derived from endangered species. Chan 


is working with The Global Survival 
Network and Earth Care, a Hong Kong 
animal conservation group. “This year 
is foe Year of foe Tiger, but there are 
only 5,000 wild tigers left," Chan said. 
“Please help me to help foe animals. 
Remember, when foe bnying stops, the 
killing can too.” 


□ 

Courtney Love says she’s out 
$27,543 after winning a case in which 


□ 


Frank Sinatra does not have cancer, 
according to a message put on his fam- 
ily’s Web site to counter reports foal he 
has cancer of foe bladder. “As far as we, 
his family, know, at foe present time 
there is no cancer anywhere in Frank's 


Titanic Distress Signals Fetch $123,500 


Agence France-Presse 


N EW YORK — Christie’s auction house received $123,500 for some 
chilling memories: 34 distress signals sent on foe night foe luxury liner 
Titanic struck an iceberg and sank in foe frigid waters of foe Atlantic. 

“We have shuck an iceberg,’ ’ was foe terse wireless message the Titanic sent 
to its sister ship, Olympic, at 11 P.M. on April 14, 1912. Twenty minutes later, the 
Titanic sent another message: “We are putting foe passengers off in small boats.” 
Interest in the printed messages/transtaied by cable operators from Morse code; 
was fueled by foe stunning success of James Cameron’s film “Titanic.” 

In all, 53 messages were auctioned in the Christie’s sale Tuesday of model 
boats, marine equipment and navigational instruments. 


she was charged with slugging two fans 
during a 1995 concert. Love wants Or- 
ange Comity, Florida, to reimburse her 
that amount for legal fees, but the 
county is offering only $1,900. “We’re 
trying to be nice,’ ’prosecutor George 
Dorsett said in foe Orlando Sentinel. “I 
have tried to err on foe side of giving her 
too much money.” Two counts of bat- 
tery were thrown out after a judge ruled 
that foe two teens allegedly struck by foe 
singer at a concert by Hole,' Love's 
former group, were not exposed to any 
more violence than could have been 
expected at a rock concert. 


□ 


The names of foe actors Glenda 
Jackson and Jeremy Irons and the 
best-selling novelist Jeffrey Archer are 
being tossed about by press and public 
as possible candidates for the job of 
mayor of London. Under a Labour gov- 
ernment plan, Londoners will vote in 
May in a referendum asking if they want 
a directly elected mayor. If the voters 
say yes. a mayoral election will prob- 
ably take place in May 2000. 
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Kevin Kline and fish fans at Harvard's Hasty Pudding Club ceremony. 
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To reach the other side of the world the easy way, use AT&T DIRECT*" SERVICE. 
Simply dial the access number for the country you’re in and you’ll be 



•, v v.\4; :■ £ ZO-iSf’-tf.rj 
' - . =e;- h?.: 


connected to English-speaking operators and gee AT&Ts quick, dear connections.^ 
Plus, you can use your AT&T Calling Card or any of these major credit cards. 

Now, what could be easier jhan-that? 
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Steps to foDow for easy calling worldwide: 
1. JutttfiaJtheATST Access Nunter ferte country you 
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AT&T ACCESS NUMBERS 






.022-903-011 


are foam. Z Dial ihe phooe number XDoi your^cW nurTfc^_ , ^ . t . m 




Belgium* 0-800-100.10 

Czech RepubHcA 00-42-0 OO-IOI 

Egypc*(Calro)T S JO-OIOo 

f” 1 "**..-... ...O-flOO-99-OOI t 

Oeinany..„^. — ..............0130-00 1 0 


Greece* .......... 00-800-131 1 

Ireland n 1-800-550-000 

,sraal — 177-100-2727 

Italy*—™ — 172-101 1 

Netherlands* 0800-022-91 1 1 

RiKda • A(Moscew) * .—..-..755-5042 


Saudi Arabia 4- 
Spaln— — 
Sweden 


mc.- 

lmjOiII i; - ' zLrr* 


.900-99^* 


■ _:.. ^.oa»7*s* tl j' 

Switzerland*.—- ; o8oojm0'{ l 


Vr-_. 
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For access numbers noc Gaud above ask 


United. Kingdom a 

United Kingdom*-— 08004**°' ij 


arty operator far AT&T Direct** Service, or visit aurWeb-irte 3C 



http:tfwww.att.com/ traveler 
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